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Dear Members,
Dear Colleagues,

The annual newsletter includes the following topics:
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1.  Annual General Meeting 2025 
of SEPAWA e. V.

The Annual General Meeting took place on October 14, 2025, at 5:15 PM at the Estrel Congress Center in Berlin.

A total of 50 people attended. Below is a summary of the meeting.

1.1.  Welcome 

The participants of the Annual General Meeting were warmly wel-
comed by the Chairman, Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz, at the Estrel Hotel 
in Berlin. The invitation including the agenda was duly issued to all 
members in form and time by email on 11 September 2025. Guests 
who happened to be present were asked to leave the meeting. As 
part of  this Annual General Meeting,  the  regular election of  the 
Executive Board  is being held.  In accordance with  the  statutes, 
several board members are withdrawing upon reaching  the age 
limit. Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz then calls the individual items on the 
agenda.

1.2.  Appointment of the  

Recording Secretary

In accordance with § 18 of our statutes, a recording secretary must 
be appointed at the beginning of the meeting. Dr. Scholz proposes 
Dr. Lothar Möhle as the recording secretary. The appointment was 
approved unanimously, without any opposing votes nor absten-

tions. 

1.3.  Board Report

In 2024, we once again recorded an increase in the number of par-
ticipants. A total of 3,910 attendees from 66 countries took part in 
the congress,  representing an 11%  increase compared with  the 
previous year. In addition, we welcomed 326 exhibitors; 66 posters 
were presented, and 164  lectures were delivered. Once again,  it 
was obvious that numerous participants made extensive use of the 
opportunity  for personal contacts and discussions. We therefore 
look optimistically toward this year’s congress and extend a warm 
welcome to all exhibitors, speakers, and participants.
Due  to  the  low demand  for uploading  recorded presentations 

and the small number of speakers who consented to having their 
lectures recorded, we have decided to discontinue the recording 
of presentations and have removed the availability of recordings 
from the SOFW Media Library.

1.3.1. Board Activities
The Board met for four sessions this year. The Board members and 
assessors focused on future priorities for the work of SEPAWA e. V., 
particularly on how to generate and intensify interest in active par-
ticipation. At the beginning of the year, the Board reviewed feed-

back from the 2024 congress participants and exhibitors. Several 
changes will be implemented for this year’s congress. Due to the 
increasing number of participants and exhibitors, the After Event 
will be held at the “Arena Berlin”  for the first time instead of the 
Estrel. This venue can accommodate up to 1,400 visitors. A shut-
tle bus service has been established to transport participants be-

tween the Estrel and the venue. Due to rising costs, the ticket price 
had to be increased to 175 EUR, which also helps reduce the deficit 
in event costs. As in the previous year, tickets were sent via e-mail. 
Relocating the After Event allows the hall space previously used to 
be utilized for additional exhibitor stands. Furthermore, the room 
layout for lectures has been optimized to a greater extent. We hope 
that the new SEPAWA website, featuring the alignment of the con-

gress and association websites, has  improved user-friendliness. 
Following a  long-standing tradition, SEPAWA e. V. has once again 
granted funding and innovation awards.

Young Researcher’s Awards 2025

The promotion of young talent is a core objective of SEPAWA e. V. 
A key focus is the granting of awards to high-achieving young sci-
entists. All graduates from universities of applied sciences or tradi-
tional universities (national and international), as well as doctoral 
students, are eligible to apply. This year we are honoring 3 Bache-

lor’s theses, 3 Master’s theses, and one doctoral thesis. Our thanks 
go to the jury – Prof. Dr. Cornelia Keck, Prof. Dr. André Laschewski, 
and Dr. Lothar Möhle – who reviewed and evaluated every submis-

sion. It is noteworthy that the three jury members achieved a high 
level of consensus in their evaluations. The award ceremonies will 
take place on Thursday at 1:00 PM, prior to the keynote lecture by 
Prof. Ternès von Hattburg.

Innovation Awards 2025

This  year  we  are  able  to  award  three  prizes  to  exhibitors  or 
speakers. A  jury composed of members of  the Board,  the Advi-
sory Board, and the Scientific Advisory Board of SEPAWA selected 



4

the awardees. The prizes will be awarded during the After Event, 
which will take place at the Arena Berlin for the first time starting at 
7:00 p.m., with the award ceremony scheduled for approximately 
7:30 p.m.  

Additional Awards and Lecture Program

The DGP will present  its annual  support award during  the con-

gress on Wednesday, October 15, at 2:00 p.m. The DGP award cer-
emony honors young talents  in perfumery within the  framework 
of the SEPAWA CONGRESS.  In addition to the scientific DGP sup-

port award  for outstanding  theses, starting  in 2025,  the creative 
“German Award for Young Perfumers” will be awarded for the first 
time,  recognizing and promoting talented young perfumers on a 
creative level.
The awards of  the GDCh Division of Detergent Chemistry will 

also be presented on Wednesday, October 15.
In addition to promoting the exchange of information between 

the  individual  specialist  areas,  further  collaboration with other 
professional associations takes place, such as the GDCh Division of 
Detergent Chemistry and the German Society for Scientific and Ap-

plied Cosmetics (DGK e. V.). The congress section the “European De-

tergents Conference” (EDC) jointly organized by the GDCh Division 
of Detergent Chemistry and SEPAWA, continues to be an important 
part of the program, as in previous years. Equally significant is the 
lecture block on current topics, compiled by the  SEPAWA specialist 
group “Legislation – Environment – Consumers”  in coordination 
with the GDCh “Main Committee on Detergents.”
Alongside the technical-scientific lectures, the “Forum for Inno-

vation” will once again feature short presentations on the proper-
ties and applications of new raw materials and products, providing 
exhibiting companies with a platform  for product presentation. 
As  last year  the scientific cosmetic section within  the “Cosmetic 
Science Conference (CSC)” of the DGK e. V. has gained even more 
significance, and we are pleased to offer our participants an even 
higher-quality lecture program this year.

Keynote Lecture 2025

We are honored  to have secured Prof. Dr. 
Anabel Ternès von Hattburg for this year’s 
keynote.  Her  lecture  titled  “The  Green 
Revolution:  Industrial  Transformation  for 
a  Sustainable  Future”  will  take  place  on 
Thursday, October 16, 2025, from 1:15 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.

1.3.2. Activities of the  
Specialist Groups and Sections
The Switzerland Section organizes a CAS 
(Certificate of Advanced Studies) program 
led by Steffi  Lehmann.  The CAS program 
is  an  extension  of  the  “Summer  School” 
and  serves  as  advanced  training  for  pro-

fessionals in the detergent and cosmetics  

industry. 
The program consists of  three modules 

(Detergents, Cosmetics, Regulatory), which 
can  also  be  performed  independently. 
Taken together, all  three modules  include 
14 days of contact  instruction, 12 days of 
self-study,  and  18  days  for  project  work 

and assessments. A minimum of 10 participants per module is re-

quired. The modules are performed at various locations and par-
ticipating institutes.

The Austria Section  organized a highly  informative event on 
6–7 May in Anif near Salzburg, covering current topics.

Specialist Group Cosmetic Applications and Technologies 

(CAT): Event on May 7-8 in Essen. Topic: “Innovation or Temporary 
Hype? The Future of Cosmetics between the Green Revolution and 
Smart Care.”

Specialist Group Raw Materials & Processes (R&P): Event on 
June 27 in Essen at Brenntag, in cooperation with Brenntag’s Sus-

tainability Department. Next year, an event is planned at Fresenius 
in Taunusstein.

Specialist Group Innovative Cleaning (IR): Event held on Feb-

ruary 19–20 at HAKA Kunz titled “#Make Detergents Sexy,” with 60 
participants. For 2026, an event is scheduled for February 18–19 in 
Hamburg at Biesterfeld with Lothar Streeck.

Specialist Group Professional Cleaning and Care (PRP): Event 
on 19–20 May  in Konstanz titled “YESTERDAY – TODAY – TOMOR-

ROW: From the Legacy of the Past to Innovations for Professional 
Cleaning in the Future.”

Specialist Group Legislation – Environment – Consumers (LUV): 

No event planned in 2025, as a major event took place in 2024. The 
next event is scheduled for 2026.

German Society of Perfumers in SEPAWA e. V. (DGP): Held the 
spring meeting with board elections on March 27–28  in Holzmin-

den. Topic: “A Sensory Journey Through Time.” 
In 2026, a Summer Academy will be held, however with a  re-

vised concept. The planning for this event has already begun.
SEPAWA Academy – Vacation Program in Libraries: In a pilot 

project, simple demonstration experiments will be conducted by 
Heike Schelges in one or two city libraries. The first event will take 
place at  the Düsseldorf Library. My  thanks go  to  the organizers  
who have put together engaging experiments with great commit-
ment.

 Winners of the 2025 Innovation Awards
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1.4.  Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer, Dr. Erik Brückner, presented the report on the finan-

cial and asset.

In addition, the 2024 financial situation of SEPAWA eVent GmbH 
was presented. The Managing Director, Robert Fischer, was dis-

charged  from  liability  for  the 2024 fiscal year on September 11, 
2025.

1.5.  Report on the Financial Audit  

and Approval of the Audit

The  financial  audit  conducted  by  Erich  Kreuzwieser  and  Thilo 
Baum on September 11 , 2025 in Thannhausen revealed no irregu-

larities. The assembly approved the audit and discharged the audi-
tors, with no votes against and two abstentions from the auditors. 
Furthermore, the treasurer, Dr. Erik Brückner, was discharged with 
no votes against and with the treasurer abstaining. 

1.6.  Election of the Election Officer

Mr. Thilo Baum agreed  to serve as  the  returning officer. He was 
elected unanimously to this position. 

1.7.  Discharge of the Board

Thilo Baum requested the discharge of the Board. The Board was 
discharged unanimously. The assembly  thanked  the board with 
applause for its dedicated work over the past two years. Dr. Hans 

Jürgen Scholz, Prof. Dr. Dr. Jürgen Lademann, and Prof. Dr. André 
Laschewsky are  leaving  the board due  to  reaching  the age  limit 
according to the association’s statutes. They were each awarded a 
SEPAWA Fellowship Award.

1.8.  Nomination and Election of the 

New Board for the Next Two Years

The following individuals were nominated for various positions on 
the Board. No additional candidates came forward:
• Dr. Erik Brückner (Chairman)
• Ms. Judith Fiedler (Treasurer)
• Dr. Gerhard Merkle (Secretary)
• Michael Fender
• Holger Plate
• Prof. Dr. Cornelia Keck
• Ms. Astrid Wulfinghoff

Dr. Erik Brückner  (Chairman), Ms. Judith Fiedler  (Treasurer), and 
Dr. Gerhard Merkle  (Secretary) were each elected  individually by 
acclamation,  unanimously, with  no  votes  against.  The  remain-

ing nominated board members were elected collectively, unani-
mously, with no votes against. The newly elected Board accepted 
their offices.

1.9.  Election of the Auditors

Erich Kreuzwieser and Thilo Baum were unanimously elected as 
auditors for the upcoming year 2026 and consented to their elec-

tion.

   The new Board of the SEPAWA e. V., from left to right: Prof. Dr. Cornelia Keck, Michael Fender,  
Astrid Wulfinghoff, Holger Plate, Dr. Erik Brückner, Judith Fiedler, Dr. Gerhard Merkle
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1.10.  Board Program for 2026

The newly elected Executive Board of SEPAWA has set the goal for 
the coming year to continue actively promoting the development 
of scientific and professional  talent  in  the detergent, cosmetics, 
and cleaning products industry. In light of partially declining num-

bers of young professionals, the Board aims to introduce targeted 
initiatives to inspire, train, and retain young talents with a scien-

tific interest in the industry.
Under the umbrella of the SEPAWA Academy, pilot projects are 

planned within  the  framework of  the  aforementioned  vacation 
programs, with the aim of inspiring interested young people and 
engaging  them with  topics  related  to  detergents  and  cleaning 
products at an early stage.
Another  central  focus of  the SEPAWA Academy next  year will 

be  the relaunch of  the Summer Academy. This event, previously 
conducted by Prof. Dr. Miriam Pein-Hackelbusch, unfortunately 
cannot be continued by her due to time constraints, and I would 
like  to  express my  sincere  thanks  for  her  dedication.  Prof.  Dr. 
Thomas Gassenmeier has kindly agreed to assist in continuing the 
program. For  this  reason,  the Board  is planning a corresponding 
realignment of the Summer Academy, particularly in close cooper-
ation with the development of the “Summer School” by the Swit-
zerland Section under  the CAS  (Certificate of Advanced Studies) 
program. The clear objective of these activities is the joint educa-

tion and professional training of specialists in the detergent and 

cosmetics industry.
Appropriate budgets have been allocated to support the activ-

ities of the Switzerland Section this year. Furthermore, the Board 
will continue to support the GDCh Devision of Detergent Chemistry 
in the coming year.

With  these  initiatives,  the Board  aims  to  continue  sending  a 
strong signal for the future: the promotion of young talent as a cen-

tral pillar of the association’s work. Furthermore, we are likewise 
pleased  that  the SEPAWA CONGRESS continues  to  see a  steady 
increase in visitors and exhibitors, which has been accommodated 
by expanding  the available exhibition  space and  relocating  the 
After Event to the “Arena Berlin”. At this point, we extend our heart-
felt thanks to the entire organizing team for their tireless efforts in 
ensuring a smooth congress, as well as for their planning toward 
the continued growth of the congress in the future.

1.11.  Approval of the 2026 Budget

The proposed budget for 2026 was presented by Ms. Judith Fiedler 
and was unanimously approved by the attendees.

1.12.  Miscellaneous

At a request regarding the use of any financial surplus, the newly 
elected Board assured that  it will be  invested exclusively  in proj-
ects that serve the association’s purpose. The previously awarded 
endowed professorship was mentioned as an example.
The Chairman, Dr. Erik Brückner, thanked all attendees and offi-

cially closed the Annual General Meeting at 6:15 p.m.

Berlin, October 14, 2025

Dr. Gerhard Merkle 
(SEPAWA e. V. Secretary)
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2. Membership Figures

Personal Members
Germany  909
Section Austria  97
Section Benelux  110
Section Switzerland  124
Nordic Section  56
Total personal members 1296

Corporative and Sustaining Members
Sustaining Members  42
Corporative Members DE  69
Corporative Members CH  50
Corporative Members AT  38
Corporative Members Benelux  26
Total 225

In February 2026 our as so cia tion  
consisted of:

Personal Members  1296
Corporative and Sustaining Members  225

SEPAWA e. V. now counts  
a total of 1521 members.
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4. Board Expresses its Gratitude

The SEPAWA Board would like to thank all members for supporting our association during the year 2025, 
and wish you a healthy, successful and happy 2026.

Yours, SEPAWA e. V.

Specialist Groups

Professional Cleaning and Care (PRP)
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Tobias Kimmel 
E-Mail: prp@sepawa.de

Legislative – Environment 
– Consumers (LUV)
Dr. Cornelius Bessler 
E-Mail: luv@sepawa.de

Cosmetic Applications and 
Technologies (CAT)
Dr. Kristin Nessbach 

E-Mail: cat@sepawa.de

Raw Materials and Processes (R&P)
Dr. Michael Sigloch  
E-Mail: rohstoffe&prozesse@sepawa.de

Innovative Cleaning (IR)
Thorsten Pohl 

E-Mail: innovatives.reinigen@sepawa.de 

 

German Association of Perfumers 
in SEPAWA e. V. (DGP)
Dr. Maren Protzen
E-Mail: dgp@sepawa.de
Internet: www.dgp-die-parfumeure.de

Sections

Nordic Section 
Björn Englund  
E-Mail: nordic@sepawa.de

Section Benelux 
Jef Wittouck 
E-Mail: benelux@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa-bnl.nl

Section Austria
Benjamin Göllner 
E-Mail: info@sepawa-austria.com
Internet: www.sepawa.at

Section Switzerland
Rudolf Gitzi 
E-Mail: schweiz@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa.ch

Office

SEPAWA e. V. Office
Michelle Nann
Dorfstraße 40 
Alte Schule Burg 
D-86470 Thannhausen
Tel.: +49 8281 799 40-27
Fax: +49 8281 799 40-50
E-Mail: office@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa.com

Board

Chairman
Dr. Erik Brückner

Treasurer 
Judith Fiedler

Secretary 
Dr. Gerhard Merkle 

Board Members 
Michael Fender  
Prof. Dr. Cornelia Keck  
Holger Plate 

Astrid Wulfinghoff

Contact 
office@sepawa.de

3. Addresses
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SEPAWA CONGRESS 2025 Picture Gallery

The complete congress report can be found on the   

SEPAWA CONGRESS website: www.sepawa.com/congress/en/ 

(Footer menu: Highlights / page: Highlights 2025)
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Why a Trip to Konstanz Is Worthwhile: 20 Years of  the Profes-

sional Cleaning and Care Specialist Group (PRP)
The 20th anniversary of the Professional Cleaning and Care Spe-

cialist Group  (PRP) marks an appropriate moment  to  reflect on 
the  role of specialist groups within SEPAWA. These groups com-

plement the large annual trade fair and conference with smaller, 
thematically focused formats and enable regular professional ex-

change among members  throughout  the year. Specialist groups 
create  spaces  for  discussion,  for  contextualizing  new  develop-

ments,  and  for  direct  dialogue  between  industry,  science,  and 
application. Within manageable groups of participants,  conver-
sations can develop,  that at  large events, are often only briefly  
initiated.

For two decades, the PRP specialist group has been an integral 
part of  this specialist group work and has stood  for continuous, 
discussion-oriented exchange  in  the field of professional clean-

ing and care. This  is particularly evident  in  the annual  two-day 
lecture  events,  which  have  established  themselves  as  a  fixed 
meeting point  for stakeholders  from raw material development, 
formulation, application,  science, and  testing. With  typically 50 
to 80 participants, these events provide an ideal setting for tech-

nical depth, critical questions, and personal exchange on an equal  
footing.

A defining  feature of PRP events  is not only  their content but 
also their  format. Since 2017,  the conferences have been held  in 
Konstanz directly on Lake Constance, combining  focused  lecture 
blocks with ample space for discussion – both in plenary sessions 
and in informal settings. Discussions often continue after the final 
presentation during the shared evening dinner or in personal dia-

logue between speakers and participants – where questions can 
be asked more openly and positions explored  in greater depth. 

This atmosphere plays a key role in ensuring that even controver-
sial topics are discussed objectively and constructively.
The  breadth  and  depth  of  PRP’s  work  were  most  recently 

demonstrated at  the 2025  lecture event, which was held under 
the guiding theme “Yesterday – Today – Tomorrow.” Topics dis-

cussed  included regulatory challenges  related  to surfactant  raw 
materials, current developments  in biocidal  legislation, new bio-
based surfactant  concepts,  issues of  sustainability  communica-

tion, and the opportunities and limitations of probiotic cleaning. 
Especially with regard to this latter topic, the value of openly and 
critically juxtaposing scientific evidence with practical application 
experience became clear – while allowing differing assessments  
to coexist.
This tradition will be continued at the next PRP specialist group 

event,  taking place  in Konstanz on March 23 – 24, 2026.  It will be 
held under the guiding theme: “20 Years of SEPAWA PRP – Science 

in the Mind, Beer in the Glass: The Future Can Be This Refreshing! 

Quo vadis? … from AI and robotics, from biocides to sustainable 

chemistry and bio-tech.”

The anniversary provides an opportunity both to look back on 
established structures and to deliberately  focus on  future devel-
opments.  Accordingly,  the  program  spans  topics  ranging  from 
intelligent  dosing  and  dispensing  systems,  robotics,  and  AI  in 
professional  cleaning  to data-driven  formulation development, 
regulatory  issues, and new chemical approaches  for sustainable 
alternatives.
To mark  the anniversary, a beer  tasting will  follow the  lecture 

block on the first evening. This is deliberately not intended as an 
end in itself, but rather as an opportunity to continue professional 
exchange  in a  relaxed atmosphere – where conversations often 
flow more freely and new networks are formed.

   Participants at the PRP lecture event 2025 in Konstanz  

6.1. SEPAWA Specialist Group Professional Cleaning & Care (PRP)

6.  Annual Reports of the Specialist Groups 
and Sections



10

A central element of PRP’s work consists of clearly defined dis-

cussion focal points, such as the pro and contra arguments sur-

rounding probiotic cleaning systems in 2025 or – at the upcoming 
event – a more in-depth examination of the potential formation of 
glyphosate from phosphonate-based chelating agents in the envi-
ronment. These  focal  topics are complemented by contributions 
on raw materials,  regulation, biocides, and other  thematic areas 
that are currently relevant to the industry.
This continuous work is made possible by a broadly based orga-

nizing team comprising representatives from raw material suppli-
ers, formulators, sales, and academia. With Dr. Andreas Leismüller 
(hollu), a long-standing and active member of the specialist group, 
as the new second chair, and Dr. Jürgen Franke (BASF) as advisory 
board member,  this collaborative team effort  is  further strength-

ened.

The PRP specialist group  thus stands as an exemplary model 
of specialist group work that does not aim at  formal consensus, 
but at gaining insight through well-founded exchange. In contrast 
to  large congress and  trade  fair  formats – where presentations 
understandably  focus  on  coordinated  and  publication-ready 
content – PRP conferences also allow  for  the discussion of crit-
ical  topics,  open questions,  and ongoing developments within 
a protected professional  framework. This openness  to differing 
perspectives, combined with the close integration of science,  in-

dustrial practice, and application, characterizes  the sustainable 
contribution of specialist groups to the professional advancement 
of the industry.

 

Prof. Dr. Ing. Tobias Kimmel, 1st Chairman; 
SEPAWA Specialist Group Professional Cleaning and Care

The SEPAWA Specialist Group Cosmetic Applications and Tech-

nologies  (CAT) organized a  lecture event  that  took place on May 
7th and 8th, 2025, at  the UNESCO World Heritage Site Zollverein 
in Essen, under the theme “Innovation or Hype? – The Future of 

Cosmetics Between Green Revolution and Smart Care.”

The event opened on Wednesday afternoon with a guided tour 
of  the historic Zollverein coal mine. The 67 participants gained 
insights into the industrial heritage of the Ruhr region before con-

tinuing discussions in a relaxed setting over a joint dinner in down-

town Essen. 
The eight  lectures were held on the  following day  in  the Erich 

Brost Pavilion, offering panoramic views over Essen and an inspir-
ing setting for exchange. Topics ranged from microbiome-friendly 
ingredients and artificial  intelligence to neurocosmetics,  regula-

tory issues, start-up innovation, and sustainability.
Hedy Scheck (MyMicrobiome) emphasized that the microbial di-

versity of the skin must not be reduced to a marketing trend but 
represents a key factor for skin health and barrier function. Draw-

ing on more than a thousand product tests, she outlined practi-

cal guidelines for microbiome-respecting formulations: short INCI 
lists, mild surfactants, pH-balanced systems, and gentle preserva-

tives – all achievable in practice, not just in theory.

The SEPAWA Specialist Group LUV organized a session this year 
as part of the SEPAWA CONGRESS entitled “Sustainability: Recent 

Developments in Sustainability for Cleaning and Cosmetics” 

(SEPAWA).
Dr. Michael Wilz and Prof. Dr. Maren Eggers presented on the classi-

fication of ethanol. Dr. Bernd Glassl gave a presentation on the Digital 
Product Passport. Ana Pinto presented the current status of the dis-

cussions on the revision of the Ecolabel and Ecodesign regulations.

The  focus  then  shifted  to  digital  transformation. Dr.  Jazmín 
Aboytes (Citrine Informatics) illustrated through case studies how 
artificial intelligence can significantly shorten development cycles 
and enable reliable predictions even from small datasets, support-

Michael Top presented data showing that increased glyphosate 
concentrations  in wastewater cannot be attributed to  the use of 
phosphonates in detergents and cleaning products.

Dr. Cornelius Bessler, 1st Chairman; 
SEPAWA Specialist Group Legislation – 
Environment – Consumer

6.2. SEPAWA Specialist Group Legislation – Environment – Consumer (LUV)

  Guided tour at the Zollverein Coal Mine Industrial Complex

6.3.  SEPAWA Specialist Group  

Cosmetic Applications and Technologies (CAT)
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ing  the  identification of  sustainable  raw materials. AI was posi-
tioned as a supportive  tool  to assist  formulators and accelerate 
decision-making.

From a regulatory perspective, Ass. jur. Sakina Wagner, LL.M. Eur.  
(TEGEWA e. V.), outlined current European developments,  includ-

ing  the planned REACH revision,  the Essential Use Concept,  the 
EU chemicals data platform, the Corporate Sustainability Report-
ing Directive (CSRD), and the forthcoming Ecodesign for Sustain-

able  Products  Regulation  (ESPR).  She  emphasized  that  stricter  
regulation also creates opportunities  for  transparency and sus-

tainability.
Julia Keith examined the increasing entanglement of social me-

dia and science through the rise of skinfluencers. Platforms such 
as TikTok and Instagram have become key information sources on 
ingredients, efficacy, and product stability. She emphasized that 
consumers are becoming critical experts,  requiring scientifically 
sound yet emotionally engaging communication from brands.
Bringing a medical perspective, Dr. Maike Streker demonstrated 

how neurocosmetics link skin and psyche through shared neuro-

biological mechanisms. She showed  that  stress can  impair  skin 
health, while neuroactive substances may enhance well-being, re-

duce inflammation, and strengthen the skin barrier. Recent studies 
indicate a growing consumer demand  for skincare products  that 
support both skin health and mental well-being.
As keynote speaker, Dr. Dag Piper presented a forward-looking 

vision of the cosmetics industry. He described a future shaped by 
technological innovation and societal change, including AI-driven 
skin analysis, virtual consultations, and highly personalized prod-

ucts. He also raised broader questions about consumer behavior, 
sustainability, and cultural transformation, emphasizing that inno-

vation must deliver genuine ecological and social value to remain 
relevant.
Sustainability  was  further  addressed  by Dr.  Matthias  Hauser 

(Spectical), who underlined that ecological, social, and economic 
responsibility has become a prerequisite  for  long-term compet-
itiveness. Based on  empirical  data,  he  showed  that  consumers 
increasingly  favor  brands with  transparent  sustainability  strat-
egies  and  are willing  to  pay more  for  environmentally  friendly  
packaging.

The  role of  start-ups as drivers of  innovation was highlighted 
by Madlin Stotz (Lobe Beauty). She demonstrated how agile struc-

tures, value-driven approaches, vegan and cruelty-free concepts, 
and close community engagement enable young companies  to 
set new standards. Social selling and interactive formats contrib-

ute to shorter innovation cycles and challenge established market 
players.
Finally, Dr. Anja Herrmann (Lipoid Kosmetik AG) identified three 

key trends shaping the future of cosmetics: Consumer Empower-
ment, Eco Efficacy, and  the Beauty Slowdown. She emphasized 
that  these developments will have a  lasting  impact on research, 
product innovation, and brand communication.
The symposium made one point clear: true innovation lies not 

in fleeting hype but in concepts that unite science, responsibility, 
and creativity. The cosmetics industry will remain successful only 
by critically examining trends and translating them into strategies 
fit for the future.

Re-elections: On May 23, 2025, the SEPAWA e. V. Specialist Group 
Cosmetic Applications and Technologies (CAT) confirmed its lead-

ership under the chairmanship of Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz. All cur-
rent board members were unanimously re-elected: 
• Dr. Kristin Nessbach (1st Chairwoman)
• Sandra Iris Spiegelberger (2nd Chairwoman)
• Dr. Leslie Schlüter (Treasurer)
• Christian Schmidt (Secretary)

Save the Date: The next  lecture event of  the SEPAWA Specialist 
Group CAT will  take place on June 24th and 25th, 2026,  in Pader-
born. Further details will follow.

Carolin Hein, Associate Member;
Dr. Kristin Nessbach, 1st Chairwoman;
SEPAWA Specialist Group Cosmetic Applications 
and Technologies 

   CAT Specialist Group 2025 in Essen. From left to right:  
Christian Schmidt, Dr. Leslie Schlüter, Sandra Iris Spiegelberger, 
Sopna Thill, Alina Maier, Dr. Henrik Petersen, 
Nicola Kricsfalussy, Carolin Hein, Ralf Kuschnereit. 
Not in the picture: Dr. Kristin Nessbach.

   Meeting room inside the Erich-Brost Pavilion, located at the 
 UNESCO World Heritage Site Zollverein in Essen
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years, Anneliese Wilsch-Irrgang was given a big thank you for her 
work and Silke Weyland (BASF) joined the board as secretary. The 
positions of  president  (Dr Maren Protzen),  vice-president  (Jörg 
Zimmermann) and head of budget (Lars Schlüter) were confirmed. 
Johann Maria Farina was welcomed as a new member of the advi-
sory board. The DGP currently acts as a network for 136 members. 
The afternoon lecture series offered a broad spectrum ranging 

from the history to the technological future of the industry. Dr Sean 
Coughlin (project manager of Alchemies of Scent) spoke about the 
challenges of recreating ancient perfumes in his talk entitled “An 
Elusive Essence: Why we cannot  recreate Ancient Perfumes and 
What we learn from Trying anyway”, presenting the ongoing work 
of the interdisciplinary group of chemists, archaeologists, philolo-

gists and historians. 

Dr Katharina Reichelt and Marc vom Ende  (Symrise) presented 
“Vanilla – The Proven Trend – Taste and Smell”,  a dialogue be-

tween flavorist and perfumer on  the  importance of vanilla as a 
‘team player’,  accompanied by numerous  scent  and even  taste  
samples.

Dag  Piper  (Innovation  Enthousiast)  gave  an  insight  into  the 
changes  in consumption and consulting brought about by social 
media,  as well  as  the  influence  of  artificial  intelligence  on  the 
beauty market, in his presentation entitled “Your Scent Journey – 
Unveiling Fragrance Trends Shaped by Consumer Desires”. 
Dr Matthias Vey (IFRA) gave a personal review of 30 years of asso-

ciation work for the industry with his presentation “Three Decades 
Working in and for the Fragrance Industry”.
A varied supporting program emphasized the holistic nature of 

the conference. Highlights  included a visit  to  the new  fragrance 
museum  “Sensoria”  in  Holzminden  and  a  “fragrant”  city  tour 
through the town where vanillin was synthesized for the first time 
more than 150 years ago.

The events of 2025 were central pillars of our mission as the Ger-
man Society of Perfumers. Not only did  they serve as excellent 
platforms  for professional dialogue,  they also strengthened  the 
international visibility of  the DGP and promoted creative young 
talent. Each event offered unique opportunities to deepen knowl-
edge, cultivate networks and actively shape the  future of our  in-

dustry. 

Spring conference in Holzminden: 

“A sensory Journey through Time”

The  spring conference  took place  in Holzminden  from 27  to 28 
March 2025, with the topic of a sensory journey through time.  In 
addition  to  the election of  the board and  the announcement of 
the first creative DGP award  (German Award  for Young Perfum-

ers 2025), the event focused primarily on scientific presentations 
on historical and modern fragrance topics. After many successful 

6.5. German Association of Perfumers in SEPAWA e. V. (DGP)

The Specialist Group Innovative Cleaning brought its members 
together on 19 and 20 February 2025 at HAKA KUNZ in Waldenbuch 
to set fresh impulses for laundry and cleaning products under the 
motto #MakeDetergentsSexy. Following the welcome address by 
Dr. Ralf Döring, host Marc T. Tümmers illustrated how HAKA KUNZ is 
strategically leveraging its transition from a single-channel direct 
sales model to a comprehensive omnichannel approach.
The  agenda  then  shifted  to  an  outward-looking  perspective: 

Amelia Roberts of Harke UK outlined the impact of influencers and 
new sales formats on chemical distribution. This was followed by 
a session on the role of social media, examining how educational 
content must be  conveyed  today,  before Adrian Zuberbühler of 

Nouryon presented a performance comparison between home-

made and commercially available cleaning products.
After networking discussions,  the  focus  turned to communica-

tion and target groups. Dorothea Pritz of the Austrian Chemical 

Association explained how Generation Z can be reached beyond 
purely digital channels. Building on this, Wilfried Rähse from the 

Research  Laboratory  for  Enzyme-Surfactant-Substrate  Systems 

demonstrated how Process Analytical Technology can help make 
laundry and cleaning processes more efficient and consistent. The 
evening provided space for informal exchange and prepared par-
ticipants for the hands-on second day.
Day two began with a guided tour of the HAKA KUNZ facilities, 

including key lessons learned from the presentations. Magda Sta-
rula of Euromonitor  then offered  insights  into global home-care 
markets and their key growth drivers. To conclude, Rainer Bumm 

of Nielsen connected performance data with emotional percep-

tions of consumer benefit, discussing how far consumers are able 
to  differentiate  products  –  an  essential  question when  aiming 
to make detergents “sexy” without compromising  functionality.  
Dr.  Ralf  Döring  closed  the  event with  an  outlook  on  upcoming 
 SEPAWA activities, emphasizing the ambition to more closely  in-

tegrate  sustainability, market  relevance,  and  storytelling  in  the 
future.

Adrian Zuberbühler, Secretary,
SEPAWA Specialist Group Innovative Cleaning

6.4.  SEPAWA Specialist Group Innovative Cleaning (IR)

  Farewell Anneliese Wilsch-Irrgang 
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International visibility: The DGP at SIMPPAR in Paris

Participating in SIMPPAR in Paris from 3 to 4 June was an import-
ant step  towards strengthening our  international positioning. At 
the invitation of the organizer, the DGP presented itself for the sec-

ond time in a joint pavilion with our European sister societies – the 
French Société Française des Parfumeurs  (SFP),  the British Soci-
ety of Perfumers (BSP) and the International Society of Perfumers 
(ISPC).
We would  like  to  take  this opportunity  to express our sincere 

thanks to the SFP and to all the advisory board members who pro-

vided active support at the stand. 

Interdisciplinary exchange: Flavors and Fragrances 2025 (GDCh)

We are grateful  to have been able  to sponsor  the GDCh Special-
ist  Conference  on  Flavours  and  Fragrances,  which  took  place 
from 22 to 24 July. This  included one  free admission to  the con-

ference and the supporting program, which we raffled off among 
our young members. Perfumer Benjamin Sorowka, happy winner, 
enjoyed two and a half days of “heavy chemistry” with top-class 
speakers and over 200 international visitors. The DGP, represented 
by Dr Edison Diaz and Dr Maren Protzen, was also on hand to an-

swer questions about the society.

Central industry meeting place: The SEPAWA CONGRESS 2025

At the SEPAWA CONGRESS  in Berlin  from 15  to 17 October,  the 
DGP demonstrated  its multifaceted commitment. Our Fragrance 

Lounge once again established itself as a central point of contact 
for all fragrance-related topics and attracted numerous visitors.
A particular highlight was the presentation of the winner of the 

first German Award for Young Perfumers, which honours young 
talent  in creative perfumery. Radka Bušovská,  junior perfumer at 
Joh. Vögele KG, received the €2,000 prize for her fragrance creation 
“Afterlight”. “You can literally hear the music while you smell the 
fragrance,”  remarked  the expert  jury, praising Bušovská  for her 
masterful interpretation of the musical atmosphere. Her fragrance 
evokes the shimmer of  the early morning sun, a gentle, contem-

plative mood and a calming atmosphere – all elements  inspired 

  Group photo from the DGP Spring Conference 2025

  DGP Team and Booth SIMPPAR 2025

   DGP representatives with organizer Johannes Panten  
and perfumer  Benjamin Sorowka 
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by the melodic landscape of “Jeux”. The presence of composer 

Max Knoth, whose composition had sparked the creative process, 

added a special touch to the ceremony. 

 The scientific lecture series on Thursday morning, entitled “Per-

fume Design, Society and Economic Value,” once again offered 
highly interesting specialist presentations. Thiago Siqueira Caixeta 

(BASF) presented the  fragrance  industry's path  to net zero CO2e 
emissions, and Aurelie Jaloustre  (dsm-firmenich) discussed  fra-

grances that enhance well-being. Alain Frix (Allchemix Consultancy 
BV) shed light on Asia’s fragrance boundary between industry and 
ecology  in his presentation. And Dr Kate McLean (Sensory Maps) 

took us on a  journey  into  the art of mapping scent  landscapes. 
In the afternoon another item rounded off our program: the well- 

attended champagne reception offered our members the opportu-

nity for personal exchange and networking in a relaxed atmosphere.

This eventful year full of professional inspiration has not only 

broadened our horizons, but also had a positive  impact on  the 
internal development of our society. Many thanks to everyone who 

contributed to this.

Dr. Maren Protzen, 1st Chairwoman;
German Association of Perfumers in SEPAWA e. V. (DGP)

Website: https://www.dgp-die-parfumeure.de/en/ 
Contact: dgp@sepawa.de 

  SEPAWA CONGRESS 2025: Champagne reception Fragrance Lounge, composer Max Knoth and award winner Radka Bušovská, lecture series

• Legislation and regulations: REACH, CLP, SDS, and future legisla-

tion such as the DPP – Chuchu Yu & Lisa Sligting (NVZ)

• Raw material supplier’s perspective – Suryn de Jager (AAKO)
• Practical challenges – Ivo Erens (the ViB factory)

• Discussion on the challenges and solutions of effective supply 
chain communication

After this presentations we had our membership meeting with 
the following topics:
• We announced the increase in membership fees as part of the 

harmonization.
• 2024 Association Year Report, Jef
• 2024 Annual Financial Report, Mark
• Report of the Financial Audit Committee, Mark
• Discharge of the Board
• SEPAWA Benelux Organization, Mark, Wim

Our Section Benelux is further improved and our membership 

list was actualized. This means that only members who paid their 
contribution are seen as members. We also started the implemen-

tation into the German organization with the help of SEPAWA Ger-
many.

In 2025 we had a good year with 2 meetings for our members.

Spring meeting: On June 19th, we had our spring meeting, and 
our General Member Assembly meeting at Priorij Corsendonk  in 
Belgium  (www.priorij-corsendonk.be).  Presentations  this  time  
were: 
• Silicone sustainability facts: production, degradation, and ben-

efits of use  in home care – Peter Horvath & Dr. Christof Brehm 
(WACKER Chemie)

• Main topic this time: Supply chain communication

6.6. Section Benelux
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Jef launched his request for a successor during this spring meet-
ing. All members were contacted at that time. No other candidate, 
other than Mark, came forward.
Due to work pressure Lisa decided to stop with the responsibility 

in  the “presentation search team”.  In 2026 we have  to  look  for a 
replacement.

Fall meeting: On November 6th we had our fall meeting at Priorij 
Corsendonk  in Belgium (www.priorij-corsendonk.be). Main  topic 
this time was: CO₂ in relation to our sectors.
• How  to use  LCA  to understand,  communicate  and effectively 
reduce the environmental impact (including CO₂) of products.

• CO₂ – Opportunities  for Use as a Raw Material – Mark De Witte 

(Tata Chemicals)
• CO₂ CCU/CCS – Carbon Capture and Storage – Ewald Brusche 
(Co-Founder & Managing Director, Carbon Brussche Technics), 
Andy Roeloffzen  (Co-Founder & Director of  Innovation & Devel-
opment, Carbon Brussche Technics)

• CO₂ Consensus Narrative Compared to Reality – Dr. Ferdinand 
Meeus

The replacement of Jef was announced again during the fall meet-
ing, and Mark, as the only candidate, became the new chairman.
We announced the increase in membership fees again as part of 

the harmonization. No objections were  recorded. 

The board  of the SEPAWA BENELUX (at this time) is as following:
• Chairman: Mark de Witte 

• Treasurer: Vacancy
• Secretary: Wim van Drunen
• Member: Jef Wittouck 
• Lecture Committee: Jelle Storme
• Lecture Committee: Vacancy

Wim van Drunen, Secretary; 
SEPAWA Section Benelux

Austrian Chemical Industry Association gave us an insight into the 
upcoming changes to the CLP Regulation and Detergents Regula-

tion in his presentation “Revision of CLP and Detergents Regu-

lation – What is Planned” The focus here was on the new hazard 
classes, the harmonized classifications, and the transition periods 
and sell-off periods.
Another focus this year was on new sources of raw materials. In 

her presentation “Emulsifier-free Emulsions – Upcycling of Plant 
Fibers” Julia Mencke  from Berg+Schmidt GmbH & Co KG impres-

sively demonstrated how emulsions can be stabilized using plant 
fibers instead of surfactants or polymers. Even for non-cosmetics 
experts,  it was  impressive  to see how the  targeted use of  these 
plant fibers can significantly change product properties. Dr. Markus 
Hochegger-Krawanja from Puresurf presented another innovative 
topic. His presentation  focused on “New Surfactant Chemistry 

Based on Lignocellulose”  Lignocellulose has  recently been  rec-

ognized as one of the most important raw material sources of the 
future. Dr. Hochegger-Krawanja used several examples to illustrate 
the enormous potential of producing different types of surfactants 
from lignocellulose in a sustainable and environmentally friendly 
manner. There are many interesting approaches that will keep the 
day-to-day work in our industry exciting and varied in the future.
Other pillars  that have become  indispensable  in  the modern 

working world are digitalization and sustainability.  In his presen-

tation “Cloud Computing, Digital Twins, Artificial Intelligence, 
Digitization of Industrial Processes: Cyber Security Risk or Pro-

duction Potential?” Ing. Michael Pillwax von SCS-Technology Ver-
fahrenstechnik GmbH presented  the opportunities  and  risks of 
today’s possibilities with Industry 4.0 and the vast amounts of data 
generated. He assessed  the enormous opportunities offered by 
AI on the one hand and the enormous risks posed by networking, 
cloud storage, etc. on the other. In the first part of her presentation 
“Cutting Emissions of Home Care Formulations – How Far Can 

You Go?”, Dr. Bianca Seelig  from BASF Personal Care and Nutri-
tion GmbH explained the process of calculating the PCF (Product 

The two-day conference of the SEPAWA section Austrian took 

place this year from May 6 to 7, 2025.
This time, we were guests at the Hotel Hubertushof in Salzburg/

Anif and were once again able to organize an interesting event for 
our members and guests.
Almost 70 participants from the economic sectors of chemistry, 

industry, cosmetics and similar sectors were able to attend a wide 
range of presentations on various topics over the two days of the 
event, learning about innovative ideas, developments for sustain-

able working practices, and new legislation.
The two presentations on the upcoming changes and tightening 

of future raw material classifications and approvals were of special 
interest. In summary, it can be said that the industry will face many 
new and challenging developments  in  the  coming years.  In his 
presentation “Impending CMR Classification of Ethanol – Current 
Developments” Dr. Michael Wilz, Chairman of the ASD Consortium 
Alcohol,  informed us about  the current status of  the CMR classi-
fication of ethanol and  the consequences  for all  industries  that 
use alcohol in their production. Dr. Christian Gründling from the 

6.7. Section Austria
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Carbon Footprint) with Scope 1-3 and the SCOTT tool developed 
by BASF for this purpose. In the second part, she used several for-
mulations to show the positive impact that the use of BiomassBal-
anced raw materials have on the PCF of the end products.  In his 
presentation “Challenges on the Way to the First Sustainability 

Report” Dr. Johannes Stockinger  from Donau Chemie AG gave a 
very impressive and candid account of his experiences in prepar-
ing the company’s first sustainability report.
As every year, an interesting additional program was of course 

included so that participants could exchange new impressions, in-

formation and experiences in a relaxed atmosphere. As part of the 
additional program, participants visited the “Festung Hohensalz-

burg”. Although the weather was unfortunately not quite good, an 
exclusive guided tour provided a wealth of interesting information 
about the history of the fortress and the city of Salzburg. At dinner, 
we were  treated  to culinary delights by  the kitchen  team at  the 
Hotel Hubertushof.
All  in all, we can  look back on a successful event where  infor-

mation on professional topics, but also personal networking was 
possible and highly appreciated, not  least  thanks  to many  loyal 
“regular participants.”
The 2026 conference will take place in Tyrol from September 16 

to 17, 2026. 

Christine Sieberer;
SEPAWA Section Austria

The annual meeting including the General Assembly took place 

on September 12, 2025,  in Winterthur. Following the official wel-
come, 65 participants attended an insightful presentation by Stein-

fels Swiss, one of the few remaining manufacturing companies in 
the fields of  laundry, cleaning, and cosmetics. Participants were 
also given the opportunity to visit the production facilities, gaining 
first-hand insight into the complexity of manufacturing processes.
At the 66th General Assembly of the SEPAWA Section Switzerland, 

elections were held  in addition to the regular agenda  items. Our 
long-standing board member Marco Bracher, who had served on 
the board for over 20 years, submitted his resignation. We would 
like to express our sincere thanks for his many years of dedication 
and valuable contributions. We are pleased  to welcome Tobias 
Leibundgut as his successor.
After a generous  lunch, participants enjoyed presentations on 

the following topics:
• EU Packaging Regulation and an Overview of the EU Green Deal, 
Judith Fiedler, Steinfels Swiss

• PFAS: Direct and  Indirect  Impacts on  Industry – Methods and 
Tools for Companies, Dominik Werner, scienceindustries

• What a Fragrance Can Achieve, Dr. Gisela Hess, LUZI AG
The event concluded with an aperitif, dinner, and a performance 
by a comedian from the Casinotheater Winterthur.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Board of SEPAWA 

Switzerland  for  their  dedication,  commitment,  and  continuous 
support in pursuing our shared objectives.

Rudolf Gitzi, President; 
SEPAWA Section Switzerland

In 2025, the SEPAWA Section Switzerland focused on two key pri-
orities which were pursued with great commitment:
• the planned launch of the CAS Detergents & Cosmetics
• the annual meeting including the General Assembly

Throughout the year, the primary focus was the implementation of 
the announced CAS “Detergents & Cosmetics: Excellence in For-

mulations and Product Development.” The intention was to start 
the first module, taught in German, in autumn 2025.
In addition to identifying further partner organizations, expand-

ing the range of topics and lectures, and appointing qualified lec-

turers,  significant efforts were made  to  recruit participants. The 
goal for the first run was to enroll at least ten participants in each 
of the three modules.

To  further strengthen  the academic and professional  founda-

tion  of  the  CAS,  a  broad  and well-balanced  collaboration was 
established between  industry associations and universities. The 
following  institutions  are  involved:  ZHAW,  HES-SO,  Swiss  SSC, 
 SEPAWA e. V., and SEPAWA Switzerland.
Unfortunately, the launch of the CAS had to be postponed from 

autumn 2025  to February 2026. On  the one hand, not all  topics 
and lecturers were fully prepared; on the other hand, the target of 
recruiting ten participants for each of the three modules had not 

yet been achieved.  It became evident  that many companies had 
already finalized their training budgets without including the CAS, 
and that new budgets would only become available  in 2016.  (At 
the time of writing this annual report, the first cohort of the CAS 
has already started.)

6.8. Section Switzerland
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7. Members

7.1. Corporative Members

AAK Sweden AB | Karlshamn, Sweden

AB Enzymes GmbH | Darmstadt, Germany

Adler International GmbH | Hamburg-Harvestehude, Germany

AGATEX Feinchemie GmbH | Lambach/Edt, Austria

Albaad Deutschland GmbH | Ochtrup, Germany

Allchemix B.V. | Ninove, Belgium

Americol BV | Zaandam, The Netherlands

AmphiStar BV | Gent, Belgium

AOT All Organic Treasures GmbH | Wiggensbach/Allgäu, Germany

AT-Automaterial GmbH | Hard, Austria

Azelis Deutschland Kosmetik GmbH | Ratingen, Germany

Azelis Switzerland AG | Pfäffikon, Switzerland

BASF Business Belux | Waterloo, Belgium

BASF SE | Ludwigshafen am Rhein, Germany

Bell Flavors & Fragrances GmbH | Leipzig, Germany

Biolandes SAS | Le Sen, France

Borer Chemie AG | Zuchwil, Switzerland

Brenntag Schweizerhall AG | Basel, Switzerland

BTC Chemical Distribution Unit | Waterloo, Belgium

BTC Europe GmbH | Basel, Switzerland

BÜFA Chemikalien GmbH & Co. KG | Hude-Altmoorhausen, Germany

Bussetti & Co. GmbH | Wien, Austria

BUZIL WERK Wagner GmbH & Co. KG | Memmingen, Germany

BYK-Chemie GmbH | Wesel, Germany

C.F.T. BV Center For Testmaterials | Vlaardingen, The Netherlands

C.H. Erbslöh GmbH Österreich | Hallein, Austria

C.H. Erbslöh Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Caldic Belgium N.V. | Hemiksem, Belgium

Catexel GmbH | Wiesbaden, Germany
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Chemia Brugg AG | Brugg, Switzerland

Christeyns N.V. | Gent, Belgium

Chromatech Europe B.V. | Honselersdijk, The Netherlands

CHT Austria GmbH | Meiningen, Austria

Cid Lines N.V. | Ieper, Belgium

Cinquieme Sens Northern Europe | Amsterdam, The Netherlands

CIS Pharma AG | Bubendorf, Switzerland

Claro Products GmbH | Anif, Austria

CLR – Chemisches Laboratorium  
Dr. Kurt Richter GmbH | Berlin, Germany

Connect Chemicals Benelux B.V. | Dordrecht, The Netherlands

Cosmetic Service GmbH | Eppertshausen, Germany

Cosmotrade GmbH | Bergkirchen, Germany

Cosun Biobased Experts | Dinteloord, The Netherlands

CPL Aromas GmbH | Bielefeld, Germany

CRL France – Charles River Laboratoire 
France | Hertogenbosch, France

Croda GmbH | Nettetal, Germany

Dalli-Werke GmbH & Co. KG | Stolberg, Germany

Dataphysics Instruments GmbH | Filderstadt, Germany

DeLaval NV | Gent, Belgium

Deuring GmbH & Co. KG | Hörbranz, Austria

DKSH Switzerland Ltd. | Zürich, Switzerland

Donauchem GmbH | Wien, Austria

Dr. Nüsken Chemie GmbH | Kamen, Germany

dreco Werke Wasch- und Körper- 
pflegemittel GmbH | Düsseldorf, Germany

Duesberg medical GmbH | Dorsten, Germany

Düllberg Konzentra GmbH & Co. KG | Hamburg, Germany

Düring AG | Dällikon, Switzerland

Eastman Chemical Company | Zwijnaarde, Belgium

Eco Point International BV | Halsteren, The Netherlands

Econetta AG | Schlieren, Switzerland

ECSA CHEMICALS | Balerna, Switzerland

Elkaderm GmbH | Haltern am See, Germany

EOC Surfactants NV | Oudenaarde, Belgium

Esti Chem A/S | Gadstrup, Denmark

Evonik Treibacher GmbH | Althofen, Austria

Ferchem SA | Lugano, Switzerland

Fichtner Fine Ingredients S.L. | Granada, Spain

FINK TEC GmbH | Hamm, Germany

Flevo Chemie (Nederland) BV | Harderwijk, The Netherlands

Frey & Lau GmbH | Henstedt-Ulzburg, Germany

Frike Pharma AG | Mönchaltorf, Switzerland

FRIPOO Produkte AG | Grüningen, Switzerland

Gerber Instruments AG | Effretikon, Switzerland

GETRA | Steyr, Austria

Givaudan Deutschland GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

GlaconChemie GmbH | Merseburg, Germany

Gräfe Chemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Gustav Grolman GmbH & Co. KG | Neuss, Germany

H. Reynaud & Fils (Deutschland) GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Häffner GmbH & Co.KG | Asperg, Germany

Hagleitner Hygiene International GmbH | Zell am See, Austria

HAKA Kunz GmbH | Waldenbuch, Germany

Halag Chemie AG | Aadorf, Switzerland

HDS Chemie Handels Ges.m.b.H. | Wien, Austria

Henkel & Cie AG | Pratteln, Switzerland

Herbacin Cosmetic GmbH | Wutha-Farnroda, Germany

hollu Systemhygiene GmbH | Zirl, Austria

HOTTER GmbH | Peuerbach, Austria

Hydrior AG | Wettingen, Switzerland

HYGline GmbH | Wien, Austria

IFF Fragrance GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

IMCD SEE GmbH | Wien, Austria

IMCD Switzerland AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Impag AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Inarco-Chemie GmbH | Zetzwil, Switzerland

Integrated Chemicals Specialties BV  
Nieuw-Vennep, The Netherlands

Interchim Austria GmbH | Wörgl, Austria

International Flavors & Fragrances I.F.F 
(Deutschland) GmbH | Oberhausen, Germany

Johann Vögele KG | Lauffen a. Neckar, Germany

Jüstrich Cosmetics AG | Berneck, Switzerland

Kaneka Europe Holding Company nv | Zaventem, Belgium

KAO Chemicals GmbH | Emmerich am Rhein, Germany

Kemetyl Nederland BV | Soest, The Netherlands

Kemtan AG | Zürich, Schweiz

KHK GmbH | Hürth, Germany

Koch-Chemie GmbH | Unna, Germany

Kolb Distribution Ltd. | Hedingen, Switzerland

Kopetzky & Moritz KG | Piesendorf, Austria

KRAHN Central & Eastern Europe GmbH | Wien, Austria

Kurt Obermeier GmbH & Co.KG | Bad Berleburg, Germany

Laboratorium Buchrucker Hygiene GmbH | Ottensheim, Austria

Lactipar SA | Obernau, Switzerland

LEHVOSS Schweiz AG | Frauenfeld, Switzerland

Lenzing AG | Lenzing, Austria

LEVACO Chemicals GmbH | Leverkusen, Germany

Lobeck Chemie AG | St. Gallen, Switzerland

Lonza Benelux B.V. | Breda (Noord-Brabant), The Netherlands

Lucridis Distribution AG | Zürich, Switzerland

LUZI AG | Dietlikon, Switzerland



19

Marine Care | Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Matco Belgium NV | Waregem, Belgium

Merisa AG | Hergiswil, Switzerland

Mibelle Group | Frenkendorf, Switzerland

Mibellegroup Biochemistry | Buchs AG, Switzerland

Mico AB | Ängelholm, Sweden

Miele & Cie. KG | Gütersloh, Germany

Millenium Trading AG | Wollerau, Switzerland

Mondial Cosmetics BV | BM Alkmaar, The Netherlands

Mosselman S.A. | Ghlin, Belgium

nako naturals GmbH | Bardowick, Germany

Naturamus GmbH | Aichelberg, Germany

Nölken Hygiene Products GmbH | Windhagen, Germany

Nordmann Rassmann Handelsges.mbH | Bad Vöslau, Austria

Nordmann Switzerland AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Nwl Netherlands Production BV | Hillegom, The Netherlands

Omya (Schweiz) AG | Oftringen, Switzerland

Oqema AG | Birsfelden, Switzerland

OQEMA GmbH | Wien, Austria

PCC Exol SA | Brzeg Dolny, Poland

Permcos GmbH | Beatenberg, Switzerland

PERNAUER Chemiewerke GmbH | Wels, Austria

Pointner & Rothschädl Ges.m.b.H. | Puch/Salzburg, Austria

Polygon Chemie AG | Olten, Switzerland

PQ Corporation | Eijsden, The Netherlands

Prayon Benelux NV | Engis, Belgium

Procter & Gamble Germany Holding GmbH 
Schwalbach am Taunus, Germany

RAHN AG | Zürich, Switzerland

RAHN GmbH | Frankfurt, Germany

RALA Hygiene Ges m.b.H | Schlins, Austria

Ravago Chemicals The Netherlands BV 
Hoofddorp, The Netherlands

Renosan Chemie & Technik GmbH | München, Germany

Ringana GmbH | Sankt Johann i.d. Haide, Austria

Riwax-Chemie AG | Zollikofen, Switzerland

RSD Polymers Pvt. Ltd. | Mumbai,  India

RÜHL AG & Co Chemische Fabrik KG | Friedrichsdorf, Germany

Salinen Austria AG | Ebensee am Traunsee, Austria

Sasol Germany GmbH | Marl, Germany

Schärer & Schläpfer AG | Rothrist, Switzerland

SCS-TECHNOLOGY Verfahrenstechnik | Linz, Austria

Sebapharma GmbH & Co. KG | Boppard, Germany

Seeger Wasch- und Reinigungsmittel GmbH | Balingen, Germany

Seifenfabrik Strohmeier GmbH | Judenburg, Austria

Seitz GmbH | Kriftel am Taunus, Germany

Servophil AG | Hünenberg, Switzerland

SGS Institut Fresenius GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Silkem Vertriebs AG | Baar, Switzerland

Smit & Zoon | Weesp, The Netherlands

Sopura | Seneffe, Belgium

SOREIN-Fabrik GmbH | Pfäffikon, Switzerland

Spectro | Oss, The Netherlands

Swissatest Testmaterialien AG | St. Gallen, Switzerland

TEMMENTEC AG | Sumiswald, Switzerland

TER Hell & Co. GmbH | Flörsheim, Germany

TerChemicals GmbH & Co KG | Flörsheim, Germany

Tevan B.V. | Gorinchem, The Netherlands

THONHAUSER GmbH | Gießhübl, Austria

THOR GmbH | Speyer, Germany

Tilley Distribution Europe | Warsaw, Poland

Tuga Chemie GmbH | Osnabrück, Germany

UNEX GmbH | Wien, Austria

Univar Solutions AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Univar Solutions Belgium S.A./ N. | Brussels, Belgium

Univar Solutions GmbH | Essen, Germany

Vandeputte Group S.A. | Mouscron, Belgium

Verband TEGEWA e.V. | Frankfurt, Germany

Verbio SE | Leipzig, Germany

Verdant Specialty Solutions GmbH | Genthin, Germany

Vipack B.V. | Landgraaf, The Netherlands

Weber & Leucht GmbH | Fulda, Germany

Werba-Chem GmbH | Wien, Austria

Wheatoleo | Pomacle, France

WIGOL W. Stache GmbH | Worms, Germany

Wirtschaftskammer Niederösterreich | Wien, Austria

Z & S Handel AG | Kloten, Switzerland

Zschimmer & Schwarz GmbH & Co KG 
Chemische Fabriken | Lahnstein, Germany

As of February 2026
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7.2. Sustaining Members
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7.3. Become a Member!

Through your affiliation, you get the chance to actively shape the 
future of  the detergents / cleansers, cosmetics and perfumery  in-

dustry. SEPAWA e. V. offers individuals as well as SMEs and big cor-
porations  the chance  to get on board with one of  the  following 
membership options:

Personal
€ 50 / Year

Corporative
€ 250 / Year

Sustaining Membership
€ 2,500 / Year

You need further information before deciding for a membership?
Contact us!
We are happy to help you! 

Koraline Mai
Mail:  members@sepawa.com
Tel:  +49 6171 2796058

1,296
Personal 

Members

4
Sections

6
Specialist

Groups

225
Corporative &

Sustaining Members

SEPAWA e. V. in Numbers
(incl. sections)

BASF SE | Ludwigshafen, Germany

Biesterfeld Spezialchemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Brenntag Holding GmbH | Essen, Germany

BTC Europe GmbH | Berlin, Germany

BYK-Chemie GmbH | Wesel, Germany

Cepsa Química S.A. / Moeve | Madrid, Spain

Chemspeed Technologies AG | Füllinsdorf, Switzerland

CHT Germany GmbH | Tübingen, Germany

Clariant International AG | Muttenz, Switzerland

Cosun Biobased Experts | Dinteloord, The Netherlands

CREMER OLEO GmbH & Co. KG | Hamburg, Germany

Dow | Warsaw, Poland

Evonik Operations GmbH | Marl, Germany

Genencor International BV – IFF Health & Biosciences 

Leiden, The Netherlands

GloryActives GmbH | Güster, Germany

Harke Chemicals GmbH | Mülheim an der Ruhr, Germany

IMCD Deutschland GmbH | Köln, Germany

IMPAG Import GmbH | Offenbach am Main, Germany

Inter-Harz GmbH  | Klein Offenseth-Sparrieshoop, Germany

Itaconix Corporation | Stratham, USA

Jebsen & Jessen Life Science GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Julius Hoesch GmbH & Co KG | Düren, Germany

Kao Chemicals Europe S.L.U. | Barbera del Valles, Spain

KLK OLEO (Kolb Distribution Ltd.) | Hedingen, Switzerland

KRAHN Nordics AB | Hisings Backa, Göteborg, Sweden

Lanxess Deutschland | Köln, Germany

NCD Ingredients GmbH | Hanau, Germany

Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH  | Hamburg, Germany

Nouryon Surface Chemistry AB | Stenungsund, Sweden

novoclon GmbH | Düsseldorf, Germany

Novozymes A/S (Part of Novonesis Group) | Bagsvaerd, Denmark

OQEMA GmbH | Mönchengladbach, Germany

Polygon Chemie | Olten, Switzerland

PROVITAL, S.A. | Barberà del Vallès, Barcelona, Spain

Safic-Alcan Deutschland GmbH | Bad Kreuznach, Germany

Sasol Germany GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Schill + Seilacher GmbH | Böblingen, Germany

Seppic GmbH | Köln, Germany

Shandong Taihe Technologies Co., Ltd. 

Zaozhuang City, Shandong Province, China

SLI Chemicals GmbH | Frankfurt am Main, Germany

SOFW – Verlag für chemische Industrie,  
H. Ziolkowsky GmbH  | Thannhausen, Germany

Summit Cosmetics Europe | Düsseldorf, Germany

Unger Fabrikker AS | Fredrikstad, Niederlande

Vantage Leuna GmbH | Leuna, Germany

Worlée-Chemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
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8. Event Calendar 2026

Stay Connected

Join us on Social Media

#sepawa  #sepawaev

#sepawacongress
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Event Date Location Topics

Specialist Group (SG) 

Innovative Cleaning (IR)

18 – 19 February 2026 Hamburg Innovation despite Regulatory Jungle

SG Raw Materials  

and Processes (R&P)

24 – 25 February 2026 Taunusstein Product Performance – Sustainable 

Components put to the Test

German Association of Perfumers 

in SEPAWA e. V. (DGP)

19 – 20 March 2026 Cologne Cologne – Legacy and Future

SG Professional Cleaning 

and Care (PRP)

23 – 24 March 2026 Konstanz 20 years of SEPAWA PRP – Science in Your Head, 

Beer in Your Glass: The Future Can Be so Refreshing! 

Quo vadis? ... from AI and Robotics, from Biocides 

to Sustainable Chemistry and Biotech

SG Legislative – Environment – 

Consumer (LUV)

29 – 30 April 2026 Sigmaringen Science Communication in the Age of 

Social Media and Fake News

SG Cosmetic Applications 

and Technologies (CAT)

24 – 25 June 2026 Paderborn Topic: Made in Germany vs. Globalization – 

Competitive Disadvantage or Model for 

the Future of the Cosmetics Industry?

Section Austria 16 – 17 September 2026 Tyrol Lecture Event

SEPAWA CONGRESS 14 – 16 October 2026 Berlin Home Care, Personal Care, Flavor & 

Fragrance, Sustainability, Packaging

Sections Benelux, Nordic 

and Switzerland

No further information is available at this time. More details will follow.

For updates, see: www.sepawa.com/upcoming-events/
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save the date



We would like to thank all our Sustaining Members for supporting the goals of SEPAWA e. V.

As of December 2025


