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1. General Information  
Yet again, 2017 has been a successful year for SEPAWA e.V. 
There has been a steady increase in SEPAWA members, currently 
counting 1,063 personal members as well as 80 corporate and 28 
supporting members.

Our answer to the ever-growing number of members is a state-
of-the-art website, a lively exchange of information between in-
dividual departments as well as the youth development and the 
support of technical colleges and universities.

2. SEPAWA Congress 2017
For the very first time, the 64th SEPAWA Congress was held at the 
Estrel Congress Center in Berlin along with the 13th European De-
tergents Conference (EDC). This congress achieved a new visitor 
record with more than 3000 participants. The participants came 
from 49 different countries. 

The nearly 20 % increase shows the steadily growing popularity 
and significance of the event in the industry. With more than 300 
companies exhibiting, this also meant a new record high.

The next SEPAWA Congress will take place from 10th until 12th 
October 2018 at the Estrel Congress Center in Berlin.

3. Annual General Meeting 2017 
The Annual General Meeting took place at 6:00 p.m. on 18th 
October 2017 in the Estrel Hotel in Berlin. The meeting was at-
tended by 29 members. Attendance was determined by means of a  
register.

The Chairman, Horst Lothar Möhle, opened the meeting and 
welcomed those present. In accordance with the agenda, he began 
with the following formalities: 

3.1 Welcome 

Dear Colleagues, 
I bid you a warm welcome to this year’s Annual General Meeting of 
our specialist association, which takes place in the German capi-
tal, Berlin, for the first time. The invitation was issued formally and 
on schedule by sending the agenda to all members personally in 
July 2017 in the 2017 Programme. 

I assume that everyone present is registered before voting be-
gins, and I will mention this again prior to the vote. Written pow-
ers of representation for corporate members were not provided. I 
would like to point out that no guests are allowed to attend this 
general meeting. If guests are present, I kindly ask you to leave the 
meeting. 

Before we proceed to the first item on the agenda, I ask you to 
stand in silent memory of our deceased members. Since our last 
members’ meeting we have received news of the death of the fol-
lowing members: 

Dr Günther Wasow from Berlin, member since 1988, born 15th No-
vember 1927, died 6th May 2017. 

Mr Burkhard Kircher from Mettmann, member since 1986, born 
18th August 1935, died 29th August 2017. 
 
Thank you. 

I will now address the individual points on the agenda. 

3.2 Election of keeper of the minutes 

According to §18 of our constitution, a keeper of the minutes 
must be appointed at the beginning of the session. I propose 
our Secretary, Dr Hans Jürgen Scholz, as keeper of the minutes. 
Mr Scholz is unanimously elected keeper of the minutes by ac- 
clamation. 

3.3 Annual report of the management board 

3.3.1 Board activity 
Last year, we welcomed more than 2,500 participants from 42 
countries to the annual congress – a further increase over the pre-
vious year and a proof of the great interest in our event. The num-
ber of exhibiting companies from Germany and abroad, which has 
risen to 218, also demonstrates the international importance of 
the event. 

The board held four meetings in this association year. At the be-
ginning of the year, the board responded to the participants’ and 
exhibitors’ feedback on the 2016 congress, which was overwhelm-
ingly positive. 
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With a considerable investment of time, and support from an 
external agency, a modern website was established in the first 
half of the year to support the congress, and implemented in the 
summer to coincide with the start of registrations for the event. 
The parallel redesign of the SEPAWA website began in the middle  
of the year. 

In 2018, SEPAWA will make € 200,000 available to universities 
and colleges to procure medium-sized laboratory equipment. 
The application period ended 1ˢᵗ October. At its meeting on 17ᵗʰ 
October 2017, the management board approved the applica- 
tions. 

The endowed professorship in the field of “Technology of De-
tergents, Cosmetics and Pharmaceuticals” at the University of Ap-
plied Sciences Ostwestfalen-Lippe, which was launched in March 
2016 with funding from SEPAWA, will continue to receive our be-
nevolent and active support. 

With regard to the establishment of a SEPAWA GmbH, further 
information is currently being obtained. The advisory board, the 
scientific advisory board and the members of the association will 
be informed of the result at the appropriate time. 

The management board has decided not to pursue the discus-
sion on establishing new European sections for the time being, 
because no specific benefit can be identified at present. 

The preparations for the relocation of the annual congress to 
Berlin took up a lot of capacity. The main reasons for the move 
from Fulda to Berlin were the steady increase in the number of 
congress delegates and exhibitors in the last decade, necessitat-
ing the move to a larger convention venue. In addition to more 
than 1,000 hotel rooms, Berlin also offers us large, fully equipped 
exhibition halls, modern conference rooms and numerous meet-
ing rooms. The hotel restaurants, alongside extensive catering 
options, mean that all participants can be fed quickly. Berlin as 
a congress venue will satisfy the needs of visitors and exhibitors  
alike. 

One of the focal points of SEPAWA’s promotion of young talent 
is the award of funding prizes to high-calibre young scientists. Ap-
plications for these prizes are open to any university graduate or 
postgraduate student in Germany or abroad. This year’s awards, 
to two undergraduates, three master’s degree candidates and two 
doctoral students, will be presented tomorrow morning before the 
official lecture. 

This year again, three innovation awards will be given to com-
panies that participate as exhibitors or lecturers in the annual 
congress. A seven-member jury from SEPAWA’s scientific advisory 
board has chosen the award winners. The awards ceremony will 
take place tomorrow evening at the beginning of the reception. 

The DGP presented this year’s sponsorship award at the DGP 
Spring Meeting. The award went to Dr Johannes Niebler for his 
analytical work on the scent of incense.

The exchange of information has been promoted not only be-
tween individual departments, but also with other professional 
associations, such as the Chemistry of Washing specialist group 
of the German Chemical Society (GDCh), as well as the German 
Society for Scientific and Applied Cosmetics (DGK). The European 
Detergents Conference (EDC), a collaboration between SEPAWA 

and the GDCh’s Chemistry of Washing specialist group, is again 
being held alongside the SEPAWA congress this year. Another 
feature is a series of lectures organised by SEPAWA’s Legislative, 
Environmental and Consumer specialist group in conjunction 
with the GDCh’s Detergents Steering Committee. The DGK is also 
working this year with the Applied Cosmetics specialist group on 
presentations focused on “Unusual textures with multifunctional 
and pre- and probiotic ingredients for topical and possible oral 
use.” The lectures in the series on laundry and cleaning products 
address the subject “Innovative technologies and systems for  
new products.” 

In addition to the technical and scientific presentations from 
the fields of cosmetics, laundry and cleaning products, and per-
fumery, the lecture series Forum for Innovation features 70 short 
contributions on the properties and potential applications of new 
raw materials. This gives exhibitors an opportunity to present their 
products. 

This year’s keynote address will be delivered at mid-day tomor-
row by the former astronaut, Dr Ulf Merbod. He took part in the 
maiden flight of the European Space Laboratory (Spacelab), was 
later aboard the space shuttle Discovery and was a crew member 
of the spacecraft Soyuz TM-20. These achievements make Merbold 
the only German to travel in space three times. In his lecture, he 
reports on science in space. 

For the marketing presentation that follows, we were able to 
secure the services of Antoinette Anderegg, who will address the 
topic of “Body language – non-verbal indicators of deception.” 
Ms. Anderegg will show us how we can use non-verbal signals in 
everyday life, for example, in teamwork, in sales or in negotia- 
tions. 

In 2017, two expanded board meetings were held with  SEPAWA’s 
scientific advisory board. Both meetings featured detailed reports 
on the management board’s activities and discussed the design 
of the lecture programme of the annual congress. The positive 
overall development of SEPAWA (membership figures, congress at-
tendance, foreign participation) was also reviewed. Newly elected 
to the board were Prof. Miriam Pein-Hackelbusch and Prof. Klaus-
Peter Wittern. New members of the advisory board are Astrid Wul-
finghoff (Covestro Germany AG), as the new Chairwoman of the 
CAT specialist group, and Ralf Döring (Seitz GmbH), as the new 
Chairman of the Innovative Cleaning specialist group.

3.3.2 Activities of the Regional and Specialist Groups  
and Foreign Sections 

The decision to abolish the three German regional groups and turn 
them into specialist groups, which was taken at the 2016 AGM, was 
implemented at the beginning of the year. 

The new total of seven specialist groups, the German Society 
of Perfumers and the three sections have, in the past year, held 
lecture events, including some with excursions to companies. 
SEPAWA members took part in these events with great interest. 
The number of participants was in line with the previous year’s 
level. 

In July of this year, approximately 30 participants attended the 
five-day SEPAWA “Summer Academy Lipperland” in Detmold. The 
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event focused on the topic “Detergents and cleaning - a lifecycle 
approach.” Likewise, the section’s third formulation course, held 
in Switzerland in September, focused on aerosols, fats and waxes. 

At the beginning of the year, the Chairman gave all members of 
the management board and sections a small gift as a token of the 
entire SEPAWA management board’s gratitude for their commit-
ment. 

3.4 Treasurer’s report 

The report on cash and assets is presented by the Treasurer, 
Dr Vera Maienschein. 

Treasurer’s report 2016: 

Revenue (non-material area) 83,808.39 EUR
Expenses (non-material area) – 268,459.97 EUR
Losses (non-material area) – 184,651.58 EUR
 
Revenue/expenses (asset management) – 149,520.58 EUR 
 
Revenue (business operations) 1,108,734.86 EUR
Expenses (business operations) – 963,427.92 EUR
Profits (business operations) 145,306.94 EUR

Association result 
for the financial year 2016:  – 188,865.22 EUR

Cash and cash equivalents as of 31/12.2016  1,124,110.00 EUR

3.5 Report on cash audit  
and discharge of the cash audit

The audit was conducted by Dr Klaus Henning and Erich Kreuzwie-
ser in Thannhausen on 5ᵗʰ October 2017. Dr Klaus Henning reports 
no irregularities. There were no questions on the report. 

Before the first vote, the Chairman ascertains the number of 
members in attendance. There are 29 members present. There fol-
lows the discharge of the cash audit by unanimous acclamation, 
with no dissenting votes and two abstentions. 

3.6 Discharge of the management board 

As chairman of the meeting, the Chairman, Dr Klaus Henning, pro-
poses the discharge of the management board. Klaus Henning is 
elected as chairman of the meeting by unanimous acclamation, 
without dissenting votes or abstentions, and takes over the floor. 
The discharge of the management board was unanimous, without 
a dissenting vote and with 7 abstentions. Klaus Henning thanks 
the members of the board for their hard work this year and gives 
the floor to the Chairman. 

3.7 Programme of the board for the new  
association year taking account of the 
specialist groups and sections. 

At the end of this year’s congress, for which the move to Berlin has 
entailed many changes for both participants and organisers, the 
board, with the support of the specialist groups and sections, will 
conduct a thorough review and propose further improvements for 
the 2018 Congress. All specialist groups and sections will similarly 
plan their annual meetings in the coming year. Those responsible 
have already completed some of the scheduling and theme plan-
ning and included these arrangements in the budget. 

 

3.8 Approval of the budget 

The budget for the association year 2018 is presented and ex-
plained by the Treasurer, Dr Vera Maienschein. 

Budget 2018: 

Revenue (non-material area) 85,000.00 EUR
Expenses (non-material area) – 421,960.00 EUR
Losses (non-material area) – 336,960.00 EUR
     
Revenue/expenses (asset management) – 184,500.00 EUR
     
Revenue (business operations) 1,495,292.75 EUR
Expenses (business operations) – 1,489,763.49 EUR
Profit (business operations) 5,529.26 EUR
     
Budget Association Year 2018:  – 515,930.74 EUR

The 2018 budget is unanimously approved by acclamation, with-
out dissenting votes or abstentions. 

3.9 Other business 

An association member commented that, despite changes to 
the criteria for the allocation of tickets for the reception, he had 
again missed out this year. The management board explained 
that, owing to high demand, the significantly higher number of 
tickets this year (around 800) quickly sold out. The online proce-
dure is based on the “first come, first served” principle and was 
communicated to members in advance. Each applicant is limited 
to a maximum of five tickets. Only sponsoring members are pre-
ferred. The member was advised to apply for tickets very early  
next year. 

The same association member commented on the impres-
sion that the association had been extravagant in recent years 
(endowed professorship, experiment kits, equipment procure-
ment). On the other hand, on the eve of the AGM, the manage-
ment board decided to increase the stand fees for the congress 



6 SEPAWA Annual Newsletter 2017

in 2018 from € 2,500 to € 2,800. He asked how these decisions can 
be reconciled. The management board explained that all listed 
expenses are strictly in the interests of the association, in particu-
lar, education and training. SEPAWA thus makes a valuable con-
tribution to developing the next generation of skilled workers for  
its members. 

 
Membership changes
As of 15th September 2017, our association had: 
- Full members: 1,413 
- Corporate (including 29 sponsoring) members: 239 
In total, SEPAWA now has 1,652 members, an increase of 85 over 
the previous year.

Congress 2018 
The next annual congress will take place from 

Wednesday, 10ᵗʰ October to Friday, 12ᵗʰ October 2018 
in the Hotel & Congress Center Estrel in Berlin. 

With no further requests to speak, the Chairman closed the Annual 
General Meeting with thanks to the members present. 

 
Berlin, 18ᵗʰ October 2017 
 
Chairman Secretary
Dr Horst Lothar Möhle Dr Hans Jürgen Scholz 

4. Addresses

Office

SEPAWA e.V. Head Office
Claudia Schmidt 
Dorfstrasse 40, 86470 Thannhausen, Germany
Tel.: +49 8281 799 40-24
Fax: +49 8281 799 40-50
E-mail: claudia.schmidt@sofw.com
Internet: www.sepawa.com

Board

1st Chairman
Dr. Horst Lothar Möhle 
Oberhausenstrasse 23, 8907 Wettswil a. A., Switzerland
Tel.: +41 44 762 4668
E-mail: lothar.moehle@kolb.ch

Treasurer
Dr. Vera Maienschein  
IMPAG Import GmbH
Fritz-Remy-Str. 25, 63071 Offenbach, Germany
Tel.: +49 69 850 008-33
Fax: +49 69 850 008-633
E-mail: vera.maienschein@impag.de

Secretary
Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz 
IPPM GmbH
In den Mühlgärten 58, 63755 Alzenau, Germany
Tel.: +49 6023 970674
Fax: +49 6023 970675
Mobile: +49 172 51 57 300
E-mail: hansjürgen.scholz@ippm.eu

Board Members
Thilo Baum 
Südring 28, 67269 Grünstadt, Germany
Tel.: +49 621 60-95385 / Fax: +49 621 60-669 5385
E-mail: thilo.baum@basf.com

Michael Fender 
Evonik Nutrition & Care GmbH
Rodenbacher Chaussee 4, 63457 Hanau-Wolfgang, Germany
Tel.: +49 6181 59 63 38 / Fax: +49 6181 597 63 38
E-mail: michael.fender@evonik.com 

Lothar Rasthofer  
Anna-Strohmaier-Weg 8, 81673 München, Germany
Tel.: +49 89 431 6778
Mobile: +49 152 2268 1391
E-mail: lothar.rasthofer@web.de
 
Prof. Dr. André Laschewsky 
Am Sandberg 16, 14469 Potsdam, Germany
Tel.: +49 33977 5225 / +49 331 568 1327
E-mail: andre.laschewsky@iap.fraunhofer.de



SEPAWA Annual Newsletter 2017 7

5. Board Expresses its Gratitude
The SEPAWA Board would like to thank all members for supporting our association during this year,
and wish you a healthy, successful and happy 2018.

Yours, SEPAWA® e. V.

Specialist Groups and Integrated Associations

Professional Cleaning and Care (PRP)
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Tobias Kimmel 
Hochschule Niederrhein, FB09, Reinarzstr. 49, 47805 Krefeld, Germany
Tel.: +49 176 2404 4038

Legislative – Environment – Consumers (LUV)
Dr. Roland Schröder 
Zur Waldesruh 184, 42329 Wuppetal, Germany
Tel.: +49 151 7002 5264
E-mail:  roland.f.schroeder@gmx.de

Cosmetic Applications and Technologies (CAT)
Frau Astrid Wulfinghoff  
Covestro Deutschland AG, CAS-BPS&A-COS-GBD
Q23, 51368 Leverkusen, Germany
Tel.: +49 214 6009 5897
E-mail: Astrid.wulfinghoff@covestro.com

German Association of Perfumers in SEPAWA (DGP)
Dr. Wolfgang Krause 
BASF SE, ENS/FM, F31, Chemiestr. 22, 68623 Lampertheim, Germany
Tel.: +49 621 60-45131
E-mail: wolfgang.krause@basf.com

Innovative Cleaning
Dr. Ralf Döring 
Seitz GmbH, The Fresher Company
Gutenbergstraße 1-3, 65830 Kriftel, Germany
Tel.: +49-6192-9948-54 
Fax: +49-6192-9948-99
E-mail: Ralf.Doering@Seitz24.com 
 
Raw Materials and Processes
Kai Mann   
Haus-Hamm-Str. 35, 45897 Gelsenkirchen, Germany 
Tel.: +49 208 78 28-73 64
Fax: +49 208 78 28-75 30
Mobile: +49 172 256 87 64
E-mail: kai.mann@brenntag.de

Small and Medium Enterprises
Dr. Thomas Herbrich  
Am Hofe 11e , D-02779 Hainewalde, Germany 
Tel.: +49 35841-67984 
Fax: +49 35841-67986
E-mail: thomas.herbrich@fit.de

Foreign Sections

Nordic Section (Scandinavia) 
Lars Broch  
BTC Speciality Chemical Distribution A/S
Ved Stadsgraven 15, 2300 København S, Denmark
Tel.: +45 21 94 62 30 / Fax: +45 32 57 41 88
Mobile: +45 21 94 62 30
E-mail: lars.broch@btc-nordic.com
Internet: www.sepawa.org

Section Benelux (Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg) 
Jef Wittouck 
c/o Christeyns N.V., Hauwsestraat 3, 9860 Oosterzele, Belgium 
Tel.: +32 9 223 38 71 
Fax: +32 9 223 03 44
E-mail: j.wittouck@christeyns.be
Internet: www.sepawa-bnl.nl

Section Switzerland
Rudolf Gitzi 
Mibelle Group / Mifa AG
Rheinstrasse 99, 4402 Frenkendorf, Switzerland 
Tel.: +41 61 905 93 85 
Fax: +41 61 905 93 93
E-mail: rudolf.gitzi@mibellegroup.com
Internet: www.sepawa.ch

Section Austria
Ing. Eva-Maria Heinzel 
Kolingasse 12, 1090 Wien, Austria
Tel.: +43 664 544 09 63 
E-mail: eva-maria.heinzel@basf.com
Internet: www.sepawa.at
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6. Press Release on the SEPAWA Congress

The 64ᵗʰ SEPAWA Congress in conjunction with the 13ᵗʰ Euro-
pean Detergents Conference (EDC), which for the first time took 
place in the Estrel Congress Center in Berlin, sets a new record 
with some 3000 delegates from 49 countries. An increase of almost 
20 % against the previous year indicates the rising popularity and 
importance of this event. 

The scientific conferences, the Forum for Innovations and the 
exhibition with a total of more than 110 papers were busy through-
out the opening hours. The ample space in the Estrel Congress 
Center offered many opportunities and places to meet, talk and 
discuss with peers. The congress motto “Meet your Business” 
could be seen in every corner of the venue.

“We are very satisfied with the outcome of the 64th SEPAWA 
Congress. The move to Berlin was exactly the right decision. Many 
visitors expressed their satisfaction with the new venue. Almost 
every booth holder has rebooked already and some new compa-
nies are showing interest“, reports Robert Fischer, Press Officer of 
SEPAWA e.V.

“We are looking forward to the 65th SEPAWA Congress 2018 and 
we will further develop the congress and promise new highlights”, 
says Dr. Horst Lothar Möhle, 1st Chairman of SEPAWA e.V..

SEPAWA Young Researchers’ Award 

The annual SEPAWA Young Researchers’ Award is one of the 
 SEPAWA’s most important objectives, helping to promote the 
training of the next generation of specialists. The prize is given to 
students for outstanding bachelor, master and doc-
toral theses. The jury selected 8 prizewinners from 
the submitted works. 

Two prices were awarded for outstanding bache-
lor theses. The first prize was awarded to Hilal Bah-
ceci, Beuth University of Applied Sciences Berlin, for 
her thesis on “Production and investigation of natu-
ral based,  surfactant stabilized emulsions and their 
application in anti-ageing products and lip boost-
ers”. The second prize was given to Jan Ebbeke, 
University of Applied Sciences Ostwestfalen-Lippe, 
for his thesis on “Investigations of the influence of 
1,2-alkandioles on physical-chemical characteris-
tics of multiphase-systems”.

Three prizes were awarded for outstanding mas-
ter theses. The first prize was awarded to Matthias 
Müller, Fraunhofer Institute for Applied Polymer 
Research Potsdam, for his thesis on “Synthesis 
and characterization of new water-soluble glyco-
polymers”. The second prize was given to Ricarda 

Kohlen, Niederrhein University of Applied Sciences in cooperation 
with Evonik Nutrition & Care GmbH, for her thesis on “Rinse-on sun 
protection formulations – Formulation concepts and development 
of methods”, and the third prize was awarded to Aimée Notting-
ham, University of the Arts London, for her thesis on “Analysis of 
the antioxidant capacity of plant extracts in cosmetic formulations 
using chemiluminescence method”.

Three prizes were awarded for outstanding doctoral theses. 
The prizes were awarded to Dr. Kristin Ganske, University of 
Jena, for her doctoral thesis on “Nucleophilic reactions for the 
design of new cellulose derivatives as functional polymers”, to 
Dr. Meike Schlingmann, University of Manchester, for her doc-
toral thesis on “Identification and Investigation of Polymer 
Properties Controlling the Performance of Hair Styling Mousses“ 
and to Dr. Leonardo Chiappisi, University Berlin, for his the-
sis on “Ionic co-assembly in mixtures of polysaccharides and  
surfactants”.

The picture shows the prize winners after the handing over of 
the prize certificates by the Chairman of the SEPAWA Dr. Horst 
 Lothar Möhle.

 

SEPAWA Innovation Award 

Innovations are key to growth and competitiveness and are an 
important pillar for our economy. Creating something entirely 
new is an important precondition for competing successfully in 
the global market. For the fifth time already, this year’s SEPAWA 

64th SEPAWA Congress 2017 und 13th European Detergents Conference 
October 18 – 20, 2017 in Berlin

  SEPAWA Young Researchers’ Award winners
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Young Researcher Award of the  
GDCh Specialist Group Detergency  
and Formulations
The Young Researcher Prize was awarded to Viet Hildebrand for 
his profound work of the complex of themes on „Responsive Ma-
terials“, with which, through systematic variation of structures, 
he successfully produced and characterized a number of series 
of new poly zwitterions. In this way, new amphiphilic structures 
and polymeric surfactants become accessible showing excep-
tional properties. He succeeded in promoting a so-called ”schizo-
phrenic” aggregation behavior, thus obtaining a group of switch-
able polymeric surfactants. In doing so, his work provides inno-
vative approaches for the development of new components in 
detergents. The next SEPAWA Congress dates are: October 10 – 12,  
2018.

About the SEPAWA e.V. 

With some 1,600 members, SEPAWA is one of the largest special-
ist associations in Europe. Experts from the detergents/cleans-
ers, cosmetics and perfume industries are part of this association. 
Professionals from both small and medium-sized businesses and 
major companies, scientists from the industry and the university 
sector as well as representatives of authorities and consumer 
associations use SEPAWA for dialog and an interdisciplinary ex-
change of ideas. Another focus is the promotion of qualified junior  
scientists. 

Congress Report

A detailed congress report is published in the December issue of 
the SOFW Journal and on the SEPAWA Website.

Innovation Award from the areas of cosmetic and detergents was 
awarded to three prizewinners. The prize is supposed to gener-
ate impulses for an active management of ideas in the member 
companies of SEPAWA and raising public awareness to the ap-
preciated innovation. A neutral independent jury of 6 mem-
bers from the scientific board of SEPAWA and the Chairman of 
SEPAWA selected 3 prize winners out of 28 proposals submit-
ted. These include innovative raw materials as well as processes 
and concepts. The Prize consists of a certificate and a trophy. 
The body of the trophy shows the SEPAWA wave in stylized  
form.

The first prize was awarded to Merck KGaA, which was received 
by Dr. Lilia Heider and Alexander Kielbassa for the “Advanced light 
protection with functional inorganic systems”. An innovative con-
cept for protective skin care has been developed. UV radiation 
contributes only 5% to the entire sun spectrum reaching the earth. 
Specific titanium dioxide grades in combination with mica silica 
based functional fillers can protect the skin in the high energy vis-
ible light and in the infrared light area.

The second prize was awarded to the company SNS Nano Fiber 
Technology, which was accepted by Dr. Laura Frazier and Dr. Rüdi-
ger Ackermann for “Nanosan® nanofibers for decontamination of 
the skin”. Nanosan presents a new approach to skin decontamina-
tion. Absorbent polyurethane fibers with diameters of less than 
one micron are effective for removing even small particles from 
the skin. Unlike cleansers that require massaging into the skin, 
Nanosan simply needs to be pressed onto the skin.

The third prize was awarded to the company Silab, which was 
accepted by Fanny Fondecave and Tanja Fourio for the product 
innovation “FILMEXEL – the Excellence of a natural, protective and 
lifting film”. FILMEXEL is a preservative-free 100% active powder 
which protects the skin from environmental chemical or mechani-
cal aggressions. It reduces the penetration of pollutants, improves 
the overall appearance of the face and has anti-aging properties 
via a lifting effect.

  SEPAWA Innovation Award winners   Dr. Dieter Boeckh, Viet Hildebrand
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7.1 SEPAWA Section Benelux

Groningen, June 20, 2017 – In 2016 SEPAWA Benelux organized 
a spring and a fall meeting. Both meetings were held at “Priorij 
Corsendonk”, Oud Turnhout, Belgium. The spring meeting took 
place on June 16 and was attended by 50 persons. The fall meeting 
took place on December 1st and had a total of 65 attendees. The 
number of members of SEPAWA Benelux was 182 (individual and 
corporate members).

The lectures are listed below. Most of the presentations can be 
downloaded from the SEPAWA Benelux internetsite: http://www.
sepawa-bnl.nl/
• Wasmiddelen en waterhardheid: optimalisatie van het water-

zuiveringsproces. Arjan Grent (Hoogheemraadschap Hollands 
Noorderkwartier)

• Low foaming rinse aids for mechanical ware wash. Arend Jouke 
Kingma/ Bart Vandenbroucke (BASF)

• Belgen en Nederlanders zelfde taal en toch zo anders. Harry Van 
Hest (Harpo)

• UV screening of colorants: Experiences and Learning. Laurent De 
Bruyne (Lab Manager Liquitint & Antimicrobials, Milliken Europe 
BVBA)

• Stepan Surfactants solution to low CLP Hard Surface Cleaners. 
Valeska Mentzer (Area Sales Manager Distribution Stepan Eu-
rope)

7. Annual Reports of the Sections and Specialist Groups

• Introduction to Bcorp, C2C and greenskeeping. Peter Jochems 
(Lead formulator Ecover, Belgium)

• Next level of low temperature washing for liquid detergents. Oli-
ver Spangenberg (Senior Manager Global Development Ingredi-
ents for Care Chemicals, BASF) and Bart Vandenbroucke (Global 
Key Account Manager for Care Chemicals, BASF)

The general members meeting took place at December 1ˢᵗ 2016 
at the Priorij Corsendonck. The financial report of 2015 was pre-
sented and it showed again a positive result. It was checked and 
approved by the accountant commission. The report was ad-
opted during the general members meeting. The board of 2015 
was discharged. Stijn Vandevoorde will be replaced by Jelle  
Storme.

The board in 2016 consisted out of the following members:
Chairman Jef Wittouck
Treasurer Mark de Witte
Secretary Krista Bouma
Lecture Committee Stijn Vandevoorde
Lecture Committee Klaas Gravesteijn

Written by Krista Bouma
Secretary SEPAWA Benelux

7.2 SEPAWA Section Austria

RECAP SEPAWA LINZ 2017 – This year’s lecture symposium of the 
SEPAWA section Austria took place in Linz on 21ˢᵗ and 22ⁿᵈ June. 
At the general meeting, Mr. Rudolf Weissensteiner, engineer and 
an institution in the SEPAWA world who has been an executive 
member on the scientific advisory board for several years, has now 
been seen off to his (un)restful retirement. Mr. Benjamin Göllner 
was introduced as his successor.

Following the AGM, an exciting and impressive visit of the Ars Elec-
tronica Center was on the agenda. Due to lack of time, only part of 
the exhibition grounds such as the Deep Space K8 with its incred-
ible images could be shown. Finally, Dr. Werner Gruber, director of 
the planetarium in Vienna and well-known for his appearances in 
various TV shows, spoke about the human brain in his usual hu-
morous and confident manner.

Over dinner in the castle’s museum, all participants had a 
chance to reflect on the day’s events and round off the day in a 
relaxed atmosphere.

Thursday 22ⁿᵈ June 2017 – Adrian Zuberbühler from Akzonobel 
Chemicals opened the first lecture symposium talking about Sus-
tainable and Synthetic Specialist Polymers in Cleansers. After a brief 

introduction about polymers with all its performance features 
and application possibilities but also the fundamental problem 
of biodegradability, the new hybrid polymers with its significantly 
improved life cycle assessment at comparable performance was 
presented. 

Dr. Zoltán Szilágyi from CTAdvisors reported on M4E – A Ground-
breaking Magnetically Supported Non-invasive Mixing Technology 
for the Manufacture of Stable Emulsions and Dispersions. He ex-
plained the physical background, the possibilities and limits as 
well as experiences with and examples of this incredible emulsifi-
cation technique. 

After a short break, Professor Rainer Stamminger from the univer-
sity of Bonn gave an impressive lecture on Low Temperature Wash 
Cycles – Curse or Blessing, where he showed the savings potential of 
washing at low temperatures over a longer period of time without 
loss of hygiene. He emphasized that especially in Europe a major 
rethink is required as regards low temperature/cold wash cycles. 

Immediately afterwards, Mr. Rudolf Herden, graduate engineer, 
shared with us his Experiences with the Energy Label for Automatic 
Washing Machines and what Miele has to Say About this. He con-
cluded that useful innovations from a manufacturer’s perspective 
don’t always qualify for the energy labels, as examples from the 
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past as well as the latest developments in the field of low energy 
washing clearly show.

In the afternoon session, which focused on Microplastics in Cos-
metics and Cleansers, Dr. Bettina Liebmann from the Umwelt-
bundesamt GmbH (Federal Environmental Office) introduced us 
to the Current Developments in Europe and explained how much of 
a debated topic this really is, where legislation and bans could go, 
but also the fact that due to the current lack of binding definitions, 
a great part of it was still up in the air.

The lecture event was concluded by Ms. Antje Helms of Green-
peace Austria, who gave a lecture on Microplastics, Effects on the 
Environment. Her explicit demand for a ban on microplastics was 
supported by photos and field reports of the daily work of Green-
peace as well as the fact that microplastics and plastic waste pose 
a coherent and global problem.

B.Eng Eva-Maria Heinzel
Chairwoman SEPAWA Section Austria

7.3 SEPAWA Section Switzerland

This year, apart from the annual general meeting (AGM) event, 
we were kept busy with the summer school and the launch of 
a new Website, which was designed to be fresher, younger and 
clearer. We begin, however, with last year’s event and general  
meeting. 

On 16ᵗʰ September 2016, we invited members to attend our AGM 
at the Waid, a wonderful location in the hills on the outskirts of Zu-
rich. The day’s programme, which had the theme “Fragrances and 
their experiences,” was divided into five parts: a lecture series, the 

general meeting, a perfume workshop, a tour of the facilities of the 
Luzi company and the celebrated dinner. Three lectures explained 
the following topics to the audience: 

The regulatory world of fragrances – Marina Simeunovic (Luzi 
AG): The small proportion of perfumes in detergents and cleaning 
products is subject to increasingly stringent legal requirements, 
forcing detergent and cleaning product specialists and perfumers 
to develop even more creative alternatives. Perfume raw materials 
are increasingly subject to volume restrictions, or even outright 
bans. 

  Group photo of the participants

   Photo of speakers 
From left to right: 
Dr. Herden, Mr. Zuberbühler, 
Dr. Liebmann, Ms. Heinzel, 
Dr. Stamminger, Dr. Szilagyi
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Sensory Sciences – ‚Sense and Sensibility‘ – Petra Huber (Zurich 
University of Applied Sciences, Wädenswil): A topic that works with 
sensuality, sensation and perception, and with mathematics, sta-
tistics and experimental planning, ultimately becomes a measur-
able discipline. We learned which organs and regions of the body 
lead to which emotions and feelings, and how we must and can 
use such events. 

Odours of the kitchen – Markus Burkhard (Chef of the Hotel Ja-
kob, Rapperswil): What does a chef experience while preparing a 
Schmorbraten (pot roast)? We took a sensory tour, starting with 
the fermented garlic cloves, the odour of raw meat, which is often 
perceived as a negative experience, the braising, the addition of 
a suitable wine and the tasting of the sauce. Each step verbally 
linked the audience with the passion of the chef, and whetted ev-
eryone’s appetites somewhat early for the lunch to follow. 

The 57ᵗʰ Annual General Meeting was opened by the President, 
Rudolf Gitzi, before lunch and quickly adjourned without discus-
sion. The addition of Marina Simeinovic to the board of direc-
tors filled a keenly felt need for a female element; she marked 
the occasion by delivering the opening speech at the start of the  
meeting.

After lunch, the participants travelled by bus to the perfume 
house Luzi AG, where an extensive tour of the facilities showed 
how the multitude of raw materials used, as well as the enormous 
variety of dosing systems and scales, influence the complexity of 
the perfumes. 

In an original, two-part workshop, Marc Heimgartner used the 
famous film Perfume: The Story of a Murderer and fragrance sam-
ples to take us on a tour through history. We were able to smell 
perfumes such as sewer, backyard, brothel and much more ... In 
the second part, we followed a perfume over the years as it negoti-
ated the ever-changing legal restrictions. Every ban on a perfume 
raw ingredient leads to changes in the classics, with the necessity 
to match new compositions as closely as possible to the original 
formulations. Marc Heimgartner told the story and presented the 
respective new compositions, so that the comparison finally stood 
before us – what was the original like? 

At the end of the meeting, we reconvened in the Restaurant 
Waid for a culinary delight. Participants were full of praise and told 
the board it would be difficult to surpass this experience. 

The aforementioned summer school took place 4ᵗʰ – 8ᵗʰ Sep-
tember 2017. The subject of aerosols, waxes, greases and lu-
bricants was explored thoroughly. The principles of the formu-
lation technology of aerosols, from the actual to the applied 
product, over additives, right through to the propellant gas, 
were exhaustively communicated and discussed. Sufficient time 
was allowed to provide essential information for a consider-
ation of legal requirements, with particular reference to green-
house gases and the problem of nanoparticles. This part of the 
programme ended with a visit to an aerosol factory, including its  
laboratories. 

Mr Peleikis of Kahl-Wachse instructed the students and other 
participants about the formulation and production of waxes and 
delivered a practical lesson in the laboratory. 

During the excursion to Motorex, the participants were told that lu-
bricants are not necessarily only oils and fats, but are often mixed 
with other fluids, including water. Lubrication is a diverse subject: 
fats and oils play a role not only in reducing friction and abrasion, 
but also in cooling – for example, in metal cutting. 

Unfortunately, the success of the third year was somewhat 
clouded by the drop in attendance. The board of directors there-
fore decided to take a break next year, to reflect on the concept 
and analyse the experiences of the summer school of the SEPAWA 
e.V. in Detmold. 

In addition to the core tasks of education and training, the board 
of directors managed communication and decided to make the 
SEPAWA Switzerland Website clearer and more modern. There 
were disagreements, principally with regard to the usefulness 
of thumb scrolling on smartphones, screen utilisation and clar-
ity. Existing, tried and tested systems, such as password-pro-
tected members-only sections, must remain available. On this 
basis, two young professionals were commissioned to make 
and implement recommendations. Now we are seen in a new  
light. 

As already mentioned, next year will focus on remodelling the 
summer school.

Rudolf Gitzi
President SEPAWA Section Switzerland

7.4 SEPAWA Specialist Group Professional Cleaning & Care

Specialist Meeting SEPAWA PRP
The annual lecture event of the SEPAWA Specialist Group Profes-
sional Cleaning and Care (PRP) was held this year 23ʳᵈ – 24ᵗʰ March 
in Rapperswil, Switzerland. The group’s Chairman, Prof. Dr Tobias 
Kimmel, moderated the meeting, which had the theme “Let’s go! 
Trends in Formulations and Sustainability.” This year’s programme 
included eight lectures on biocides, aerosols, new “green” sol-
vents and dyes for liquid formulations, as well as test methods for 
detergents and cleaning products.

The first day of the event focused on biocides, with three lectures 
on the subject. Dr Samantha Champ (BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, 
Germany) spoke on the topic “Application and use of biocides in 
the supply chain - treated articles: what they are and what you 
need to know.” She reported in detail how the Biocidal Products 
Regulation (BPR) requires treated articles and biocidal products 
to be differentiated. Michael Lützeler (Lonza AG, Basel, Switzer-
land) continued the discussion of the BPR in his lecture, “Survive 
the BPR.” Mr Lützeler explained what the extensive changes to 
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the regulation and authorisation of biocidal products mean for 
companies in the sector. In addition to increasing requirements 
for product licensing, rising costs and the further elimination of 
established active substances can be expected. Finally, on the 
topic of biocides, Dr Martin Peter Neubauer (Jungbunzlauer In-
ternational AG, Basel, Switzerland) spoke on the subject “Lactic 
acid as a biocide: data on effectiveness, regulatory background.” 
He considered the example of the approval process for L(+) lactic 
acid for individual product types (PT 1-6), as well as the antibacte-
rial effect. The first day ended with an impressive experimental 
lecture by Mark Eder (Denios AG, Wettingen, Germany; see right-
hand photo) on the theme “Hazardous substances – live.” Mat-
thaeus Ryl (SGS Fresenius GmbH, Taunusstein, Germany) began 
the second day with an exploration of the testing of detergents 
and cleaning products. In his lecture, “Blue Angel, EU Flower and 
Nordic Swan,” Mr Ryl presented the different labels and the cri-
teria used in granting awards, as well as various test procedures. 
The interest in bio-based solvents is increasing on account of the 
growing demand for industrial cleaning products to offer both su-
perior cleaning performance and improved sustainability. In this 
context, Dipl. Ing. Jochen Lohr (Biesterfeld Spezialchemie GmbH, 
Hamburg, Germany) delivered the lecture “Biorefinery technol-
ogy: new high-performance renewable molecules for sustainable 
competitive advantage.” He presented solvents prepared accord-
ing to the olefin metathesis process. Manuel Buzio (Ferchem SA, 

Lugano, Italy) addressed the complex topic of colours and dyes in 
his lecture, “Colours and dyes in liquid detergents.” After introduc-
ing the innovative liquid dyes, Mr Buzio explained the many other 
factors that can change a product’s colour. The pH value, tempera-
ture and UV light, as well as packaging and lighting conditions, 
must be considered. The conference concluded with Dr Jürgen 
Delhey’s lecture on aerosol spray canisters, which had the theme 
“Legislation and standardisation of aerosols – physico-chemical 
relationships.” Interweaving legal and physical principles, Mr Del-
hey explained the seemingly arbitrary limitations on the canister  
filling height. 

ZHAW and HSNR as organisers of the meeting 
The meeting was organised by the Institute of Facility Manage-
ment (IFM) of the Zurich University of Applied Sciences (ZHAW) in 
cooperation with the Department of Industrial Engineering of the 
Hochschule Niederrhein, University of Applied Sciences (HSNR). 
The event was held in the rustic council chamber of the old Town 
Hall in the picturesque inner city of Rapperswil. 

Summary of the 2017 meeting 
The 70 delegates to this year’s meeting were similarly impressed 
by the event’s unique character. Besides the formal lectures, there 
was expert dialogue in a collegial atmosphere. In addition to meet-
ing up with existing contacts, participants had the opportunity 
to make new acquaintances. In recent years, there has been a 
strong trend for delegates to attend both days of the event. The 
former option of registering for a single day was not offered this  
year.

Outlook for the 2018 event
The 2018 SEPAWA PRP event is scheduled for 22ⁿᵈ – 23ʳᵈ March. The 
venue has not yet been decided. 

In the coming year, timely topics from across the spectrum of 
cleaning and care will be addressed again, this time with a focus 
on three lectures on the question of when foam is desirable or 
not, and how to control this. Relevant papers on this subject are 
still being sought. Interested persons can apply to the Specialist 
Group and submit a topic proposal. The precise title of the event 
will be decided promptly and communicated via the established 
communication channels.

SEPAWA summer school for formulators 
Under the leadership of the Deputy Chairman, Thomas Hofmann, 
SEPAWA Switzerland and the ZHAW will hold a summer school for 
students and industrial participants in Wädenswil, 4ᵗʰ – 9ᵗʰ Sep-
tember. The subject matter will be formulation technology, with 
a focus on “fats, waxes and oils, as well as aerosols.” Interested 
persons can contact Mr Hofmann directly (htom@zhaw.ch).

Miscellaneous points from the Specialist Group 
After more than seven years as Secretary, Thomas Leiblein (Zurich 
University of Applied Sciences), passed this responsibility on to 
Tobias Potstada (Hochschule Niederrhein, University of Applied 
Sciences), to devote more time to his doctorate in Liverpool. The 
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7.5 SEPAWA Specialist Group Legislative – Environment – Consumer

To show their support to SEPAWA members, the expert group 
LUV organized the 11ᵗʰ LUV workshop on 30 March 2017 in Frank-
furt. Lecturers from authorities, research and the industry gave 
an overview on current issues within the legislative field of the 
detergents and cleaning agents as well as cosmetic products. One 
of the key points was the topic of microplastics, an issue which 
has increasingly become the focus of everyone’s attention in re-
cent years. The LUV event within the 63ʳᵈ SEPAWA Congress had 
chosen sustainability as the core topic. A further emphasis of the 
LUV work was put on the new concept of the experimental set 
“Soaps & Detergents”. Out of the 630 sets produced in the second 
quarter of 2016, almost half has been distributed to secondary 
schools. By doing this, SEPAWA hopes to contribute to scientific  
education.

Written by Dr. Roland Schröder
Chairman of the SEPAWA Expert Group LUV

The various regulation concerning legislative activities such as 
CLP (Classification, Labelling and Packaging) -Regulation ((EG) No. 
1272/ 2008), REACh, die biocide regulation as well as the deter-
gents regulation keep the industry on their toes at present. The 
next critical date is the 1 June 2018. That date marks the deadline 
for registration for all substances whose annual production weight 
lies in the region of 1 to 100 tons. It is important to note here that 
only a small proportion of data submitted by the companies had 
been examined up to that point. The industry will surely have to 
deal with inquiries from the ECHA for years to come. There is a new 
trend toward the integrations of social problems which are likely 
to occur in global supply chains. In line with this, on 9 March of this 
year, the federal government passed a bill of “non-financial report-
ing”, which convert the EU regulation 2014/95/EU (CSR regulation) 
into national legislation. The federal government passed a bill on 
“the national action plan for economy and human rights” as early 
as 21 December 2016, whereby companies must follow a code of 
entrepreneurial diligence in relation to respecting human rights 
within the supply and value chain. 

7.6 SEPAWA Specialist Group Cosmetic Applications and Technologies

from a microbiological point of view?” A cosmetic formulation can 
be microbiologically contaminated in several different parts. Most 
critical from its perspective is water. The risk of contaminations 
which are transmitted from raw materials and equipment is sig-
nificantly lower.

“Claims for the preservation and the benefits and limits of mi-
crobiological tests” was presented by Dr. Wilfried Petersen, Dr. 
Straetmans GmbH. He demonstrated how difficult the reproduc-
ibility of microbiological test is and that a pass in a stress test 
doesn’t guarantee the microbiological stability by 100 per cent. 
From his point of view, the statement “free from preservatives” is 
misleading because a formulation is preserved as soon as it passes 
a preservation stress test.

Dr. Peter Schmiedel, Henkel AG & Co KGaA presented “Complex 
rheology of surfactant-based formulations. He showed how versa-
tile rheology can be in its applications. Complex meaning “every-
thing but easy” in this case. Rheology plays a role in many aspects. 
This could be consumer expectation, production, sensory technol-
ogy and haptic, even a stability prediction.

A lecture event with the heading “The perfect formulation: a dream 
come true or a nightmare?” took place on 28 and 29 June in Fulda. 
The change of the event location of the SEPAWA Congress from 
Fulda to Berlin gave us the idea to visit the Esperanto Hotel one 
last time. With approximately 80 participants, this event was one 
of the biggest events of this Specialist Group.

The event started with a beer seminar in the afternoon of the 
26 June at Wiesenmühle Brewery. During a tour, the participants 
were introduced to the art of brewing and informed about of sen-
sor technology used for all the different processes. This newly ac-
quired knowledge was put to the test straight away in a beer quiz 
and all participants came away with a beer diploma. This first day 
was rounded off nicely with a dinner and animated conversation. 
In the course of the evening, special guest Theofine amused every-
one with a few insights about work in the Specialist Group.

Lectures on the challenges of cosmetic formulations followed 
on 29 June. Having been welcomed by first chairwoman Angela 
Kleiner, Dr. Rainer Simmering from Henkel AG & Co KGaA began 
with a lecture on “Formula and Product – is there also a difference 

Specialist Group PRP thanked Thomas Leiblein for his commit-
ment, as well as for the part he played in making the SEPAWA PRP 
the network platform it is today. The group looks forward to con-
tinuing to work with Mr Leiblein, who is joining its scientific advi-
sory board. This new council comprises Frank-Peter Lang (BASF SE, 
Ludwigshafen, Germany), Thomas Leiblein (ZHAW) and Andreas 
Leismüller (hollu Systemhygiene GmbH, Zirl, Austria). 

Written by Prof. Dr.-Ing. Tobias Kimmel
Chariman of the SEPAWA Specialist Group PRP
and Tobias Potstada
Secretary  SEPAWA Specialist Group PRP
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“How realistic is the perfect formulation?”- this topic was ex-
amined by chartered engineer Bernd Söllner. In order to get the 
perfect formulation, it is important to understand how the target 
group thinks. Different individuals have to be taken into consider-
ation here as there is not just the one consumer. The understand-
ing of the interplay between individual factors are decisive for the 
success or fail of a product. Nowadays the circle of people who 
have an impact on a formulation has gotten bigger. This has in-
creased the complexity. A public opinion frequently contradicts on 
a topic of official definition. In so doing, ecological topics are often 
dogmatized. The life cycle of a formulation has sunk consistently 
in recent years.

In conclusion, one can safely say that the absolutely perfect for-
mulation is an illusion which is technically not feasible. Within the 
framework of a well-defined environment, however, this is pos-
sible. It remains a compromise which requires commitment and a 
constant exchange from all those involved in the process.

In his lecture named “Shake your Life”, Ralph Goldschmidt 
showed in a very entertaining manner how to get the right mix of 
career, love and art of living. The core of his message was: “You can 
only do your best for the world of you are well”. Happy relation-
ships have a high significance. It is the encounters with people that 
make life worth living.

Prof. Arabinda Gosh from Polymer Packaging at the University 
of Applied Sciences in Stuttgart, Germany, expanded on critical 
aspects during packaging development. Often during the packag-
ing process, details are neglected which will lead to extra work and 
costs in later processes.

One of the highlights of the event was the practical part of 
Prof. Miriam Pein-Hackelbusch and M. Phil Miriam Reineking, 

University of applied sciences of Ostwestfalen-Lippe, life sci-
ence technologies on the topic of “the perfect green formulation 
– natural dream or sensory nightmare.” Often, natural cosmet-
ics appears to be disadvantageous from a sensory point of view. 
The participants were able to put this into practice. Shampoos, 
creams and Hair mousse from conventional versus natural cos-
metics were put through a sensory test and then compared and  
evaluated.

During the Specialist Group Meeting, the board was re-elected. 
Ms. Angela Kleiner from Croda GmbH, previous chairwoman, can-
not continue in this office due to professional reasons. The newly 
elected board of executives is composed as follows:
• First Chairwoman: Astrid Wulfinghoff  

(Covestro Deutschland AG)
• Second Chairman: Stephan Telge  

(Active Concepts SRL)
• Event Manager: Michèle Lindler  

(GfN, Herstellung von Naturextrakten GmbH)
• Secretary: Sandra Spiegelberger  

(Nordmann, Rassmann GmbH)

We thank Ms. Angela Kleiner for many years of support and wish 
her all the best for the future.

Written by Astrid Wulfinghoff
First Chairwoman SEPAWA Specialist Group CAT
and Stephan Telge
Second Chairman SEPAWA Specialist Group CAT

7.7 German Association of Perfumers in SEPAWA (DGP)

On 28ᵗʰ April, it was time for a high-calibre lecture programme, 
which DGP President Dr Wolfgang Krause chaired with his custom-
ary humour. 

Our long-serving DGP colleague Ms Heike Hegmann used her 
presentation on “Spirit of Spice: Spices in Perfumery” to link to the 
previous day’s topic and give a guided tour through the many uses 
of spices in fine perfumery. Her knowledgeable descriptions of 
fragrances were supported by the use of many olfactory samples 
for the audience. The impression was intensified with the intro-
duction of fragrances featuring ingredients such as vanilla (Vanille 
Insensée, Atelier Cologne), saffron (Black Saffron, Byredo) and 
pepper (Black Pepper, Comme des Garçons) – truly an exciting 
olfactory journey around the world! 

Mr Johann Maria Farina, an eighth-generation perfumer in Co-
logne, gave a fascinating insight into “300 years of Farina EAU DE 
COLOGNE.” 

At the beginning of the 18ᵗʰ century, a total of around 120 es-
sential oils were available for the creation of perfumes. Johann 
Maria Farina I was the first to use citrus and very pure distilled 
alcohol in his “eau de Cologne.” This fresh note spread rapidly to 

DGP Spring Conference in Hamburg – the City of Spices
On 27ᵗʰ and 28ᵗʰ April 2017, the DGP held its most recent spring 
conference in Hamburg under the theme “Würziges in der Spei cher-
stadt” (“Something Spicy in the Speicherstadt” [Hamburg’s ware-
house district]). We are happy to have achieved a new participant 
record for this event: about 75 ordinary seamen! 

The first day was in keeping with the trading tradition of the 
Hanseatic city. A so-called “Pfeffersacktour” gave participants 
an insight into the past and present importance of the city’s 
warehouse district. The olfactory, gustatory and medicinal 
use of different spices was explained in a visit to the Spice Mu-
seum. Why is saffron so precious? What is long pepper? What 
are cinnamon blossoms used for? These were just some of the 
questions that were answered! Full of curiosity, we fell on the 
exhibits, and the brave among us even sampled the stimulat-
ing effect of chilies. Nevertheless, the programme went ahead 
without serious casualties. The evening ended with dinner at 
the Störtebecker restaurant in the new Elbphilharmonie, which 
offered ample opportunity to taste fine dishes and, above all, to  
network. 
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the European courts, and it was ubiquitous by the middle of the 
18ᵗʰ century. The complete archive of the House of Farina has been 
fully preserved to the present day, allowing the lecture to draw 
on business practices and customer wishes over 300 years. It was 
interesting, for example, to learn that raw materials were already 
coded in the past, or that Napoleon I used two (220 ml) bottles of 
eau de Cologne every day. We look forward to at least another 300 
successful years in Cologne for the House of Farina. 

From the past, we then moved on to the present and the future. 
Dr Dag Piper presented an important topic under the theme “The 
hybrid consumer, weak signals and what (scent) trends should 
occupy us today and tomorrow …” Dag provided some very stim-
ulating insights into current consumer behaviour and changing 
needs and communication. Thirty- seven per cent of the world’s 
population are already active users of social media, especially in 
China, for example, where 57 % of the population use social me-
dia (compared with 41 % in Germany). As a result, trends spread 
rapidly around the world, and influencers now play a crucial role, 
particularly for younger generations. 

On the Internet, not only the content is significant, but also the con-
text, the visible reaction of the community. This duplication leads to 
expectations of multisensory offers, even with fragrance – an issue 
that will keep us all busy! Nothing is more constant than change. 

In the following lecture, Dr Birte-Antina Wegener, the recipient 
of the 2016 DGP Promotional Prize, introduced her award-winning 
work on “Olfactory training for the elderly.” In a statistically rig-
orous study involving 91 subjects, each day over three months, 
participants either solved a Sudoku problem (control group) or 
underwent olfactory training with four fragrances. 

Tests before and after the study assessed the subjects’ sensory 
capacity (smelling, hearing), cognitive abilities and emotional 

state. The olfactory training led to a very clear improvement of the 
test group’s olfactory capacity, but also had significant positive 
effects on verbal fluency and short-term memory. Regular olfac-
tory training appears to be an economical and effective method of 
improving the quality of life of the elderly. 

Finally, Dr Johannes Niebler, the 2017 DGP Promotional Prize 
winner, presented his research on “The scent of incense.” 

In the largest study to date of the volatile substances in Bo-
swellia spp., he identified more than 200 different compounds and 
found marker substances for commercially relevant species linked 
to the origin of marketed products. Nineteen odoriferous com-
pounds have been identified in Boswellia sacra. For this purpose, 
preparatory methods such as fractional distillation in a Kugelrohr 
apparatus, countercurrent chromatography and preparatory gas 
chromatography were used. Thus, muskatone and rotundone 
were identified for the first time as ingredients. 

A new approach to the investigation of the odoriferous pyrolysis 
products generated during the burning process showed that the 
resin fraction forms the typical incense notes. By smelling the sam-
ples prepared by Dr Niebler, we were able to activate our senses 
and enter the sphere of the incense. 

At the end of the meeting, the DGP Board once again invited all 
members to consider working with the DGP’s advisory board. In 
this way, we can help to meet the long-term networking needs of 
friends of perfumery. 

Hamburg fulfilled – indeed, surpassed – expectations in terms of 
both participants’ interest and the quality of the lectures. We look 
forward to many future DGP meetings in this fragrant spirit! 

Board of Directors and Advisory Board of the DGP,  
June 2017

  The participants in the DGP Conference in Hamburg
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7.8 SEPAWA Specialist Group Raw Materials and Processes

products are generally complex substance mixtures that are in-
corporated into a matrix by means of emulsifiers and other for-
mulation auxiliaries. However, quality control, in the chemical-
analytical sense, is made more difficult by the fact that, in clas-
sical analytics, a specially optimised method must be applied 
to practically each individual component. Modern NMR analysis 
offers future-oriented potential here. ¹H-NMR spectroscopy is  
the predominant technique, because the natural proportion of 
NMR-active hydrogen atoms is almost 100 %. However, new 
cryo-techniques mean that ¹³C-¹⁹F and ³¹P-NMR spectroscopy 
is also increasingly important. NMR spectroscopy allows the si-
multaneous determination of almost all components of finished 
cosmetics, creams, lotions, shampoos, toothpastes, lipsticks, 
setting lotions and even perfume oils. The type and quantity of 
complex emulsifiers can thus be specifically investigated. Two-
dimensional methods in NMR spectroscopy allow a fingerprint 
determination of all components, the standard addition method 
allows a determination of the content based on the raw mate-
rials used. In the case of aloe vera, for example, ¹H-NMR spec-
troscopy allows the multicomponent analysis of all valuable in-
gredients in a single measurement, such as the polysaccharide 
aloverose as the lead compound of aloe vera, glucose and malic 
acid as further original main components, added preservatives 
(e.g., citric acid, sorbate, benzoate), lactic acid and succinic acid 
as indicators of microbial spoilage. The analysis of essential 
oils and oil phases in cosmetics was cited by way of additional  
examples. 

Loris Busch (Ostwestfalen-Lippe University of Applied Sciences, 
Lemgo) presented Insights on the “Validation and evaluation of 
the performance of fragrance-containing formulations.” The lec-
ture focused on a comparison of the sensory data on fragrance-
containing formulations obtained from tests on volunteers with 
data obtained by means of olfactometric measurements and 
GC-MS analysis. The sensory evaluation was carried out as part 
of a newly developed method. The investigations were intended 
to determine whether differences in performance between two 
different perfume oils, as well as differences in performance 
between new and evaporation-aged products, can be demon-
strated by the various test methods. The results of the human 
sensory test method were also supplemented by consideration 
of evaporation rates. The project showed that perceived differ-
ences in intensity between two different perfume oils, as well 
as between new products and products aged by three weeks of 
evaporation, can be ascertained and validated olfactometrically. 
This is further reinforced through psychophysical interrelation- 
ships. 

“Reducing or preventing biofilm formation” was the subject of 
the presentation by Monika Bunk (Kolb Distribution Ltd, Hedin-
gen, Switzerland). Biofilms are highly organised accumulations 
of microorganisms on interfaces and can cause serious problems 
in a variety of industrial sectors, including hygiene and odour 

On 2ⁿᵈ December 2016, the annual meeting of the Specialist Group 
Raw Materials (formerly Regional Group West) was held in Güter-
sloh, under the chairmanship of Specialist Group President Kai 
Mann (Brenntag GmbH). Six lectures on timely topics in the sectors 
of detergents and cleaning products, cosmetics and perfumery 
were presented. 

Speaking on the subject “Formulated surfactant system for home 
care and I&I,” Alessandra Andreoli (Huntsman Surface Sciences Ita-
lia Srl.) presented new results. Based on current market trends, 
Huntsman has developed a range of concentrated and super-
concentrated surfactant mixtures for the detergents, cleaning and 
maintenance products and I&I sectors. The EMPICOL® iDS T range 
consists of mixtures for producing self-adhesive transparent gels 
for sanitary cleaners. They form lamellar phases at room tempera-
ture, which are suitable for inclusion of high proportions of non-
aqueous components and perfumes. The EMPICOL® iDS X50 range 
consists of surfactant mixtures for the household sector and indus-
trial applications, especially for degreasing and wetting. EMPICOL® 
XHL 140 is suitable, after dilution with water, for sulfate-free, EO-
free hand dishwashing detergents. EMPICOL® XHL 150 can be used 
to produce concentrated EO-free formulations. EMPICOL® VBS D is 
suitable for the production of super-concentrated degreasers in 
the neutral range, for example, in waterproof treatments and in 
textile detergents.

“Evolution of tailor-made soil release polymers for different 
types of detergents” was the subject addressed by Dr Florian 
Schinle (Clariant). The change in washing conditions, including 
lower wash temperatures, changing wash mechanics and grow-
ing proportion of synthetic fibres, requires increasingly effective 
detergents. Soil release polymers (SRP) make it easier to remove 
dirt from certain fabrics. Polyacrylates, polymethacrylates and 
fluorine compounds were used first. Today’s SRPs are terephthal-
ate derivatives with a good performance profile and good biode-
gradability. They facilitate the removal of greasy and oily stains 
even in the lower temperature range, help to inhibit greying and 
make mixed fabrics and polyester more comfortable to wear. The 
lecture reviewed the development of the Clariant range of Tex-
care SRN (Types I to IV). This led to the marketed product Tex-
care SRN 170. As a high-performance anionic variant in powdered 
detergents, Texcare SRA 300 F is available as a white granulate. 
Clariant Texcare SRN 260 is the third variant, offering the high-
est performance profile and a balanced hydrophilic/hydropho-
bic ratio. This polymer was originally difficult to formulate. Tex-
care SRN 172 is suited to unit-dose detergents, on account of its 
very low water content. Recent developments deal with SRP for 
functional clothing and the use of this polymer class to increase  
wearability. 

Dr Bernd WK Diehl (Spectral Serve AG, Cologne) explored the 
topic “Qualitative and quantitative NMR analysis of detergent 
substances with special emphasis on raw materials.” Cosmetic 
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problems in washing machines. Biocides or disinfectants and/or 
preservatives are conventionally used to combat microbial prob-
lems. With biofilms, in the best case, the use of biocides kills off 
microorganisms in the film. The linking matrix, consisting of differ-
ent classes of macromolecules, such as polysaccharides, proteins, 
nucleic acids, (phospho-)lipids and other polymeric substances, 
remains attached to the surface alongside inactivated cells. The 
selection of resistant organisms and the introduction of new or-
ganisms into the system often lead to re-germination. The lecture 
showed what effects the correct mixture of non-ionic surfactants 
(dispersants) can have – on the one hand, in the removal of bio-
films, and on the other hand, in maintaining the cleanliness of sur-
faces. Screening tests in the laboratory show that the most effec-
tive surfactant mixtures can keep 95 % of surfaces free of biofilm 
growth even at concentrations of approximately 10 mg/l active 
substance. The right surfactant mixture as a component of a final 
product such as a detergent, surface cleaner, concentrated cleaner 
for medical instruments, etc. can be of considerable help in pre-
venting the aforementioned problems. 

The timely subject of “Microplastics in the environment – defini-
tion, background and influence on detergents, cleaning products 
and cosmetics” was addressed by Dr Jörg Klasmeier (University 
of Osnabrück). In the last few years, the public has become in-
creasingly interested in the issue of plastic waste and microplas-
tics. At the same time, the new EU Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD) requires countries to tackle the growing pollu-
tion of the oceans. The lecture reviewed the current state of the 
scientific debate. In addition to defining microplastics by size 
categories, a distinction is made between primary and second-
ary microplastics. Particles of more than 25 mm are classified as 
macroplastics; mesoplastics cover the range 5-25 mm; microplas-
tics are divided into the visible (1-5 mm) and virtually invisible 
(<1 mm). The definition and implementation of the EU MSFD’s re-

quirement demand a knowledge of the sources and entry routes 
into the environment. The potential environmental impact of mi-
croplastics from detergents, cleaning and maintenance products 
and cosmetics was also discussed in this context. In Germany, 670 
tonnes of microbeads (water-insoluble polymers) enter the mar-
ket as additives to liquid soaps. The bulk of this is PE in the range 
500-1,000 microns. At present, it is still difficult to assess the im-
pact of microplastics on the human organism (uptake by organs, 
presence in the gastrointestinal tract, co-transport of harmful  
substances). 

Prof. Dr Hans-Willi Schroiff (Mindchainge Business Consulting and 
RWTH Aachen University) spoke on the subject “The product is 
on the shelf, but the brand is in the mind.” Until the early 1980s, 
human decisions were believed to be taken purely rationally. It is 
now known that about 80 % of these decisions are mainly emo-
tional. The so-called limbic system of the brain uses memory to 
assign an emotional meaning to every stimulus within millisec-
onds. Nowadays, a typical consumer goods product usually ap-
pears on the shelf as a branded item. We inseparably associate 
a product with its (learned) brand promise, which has a bearing 
on our evaluation of the product’s “benefits.” In addition, brands 
do not merely fulfil functional needs (e.g., stain removal with a 
detergent), but primarily satisfy higher-ranking emotional or self-
expressive motives. Once a brand’s positioning is fixed, it must be 
consistently presented to the customer based on this positioning 
at all touchpoints. Neuromarketing insights can help brand man-
agers with implicit, unconscious coding of the brand’s appearance. 
A large part of the brand information is processed unconsciously 
and influences product perception decisively: the same product is 
perceived differently under different brand labels. 

Kai Mann
Chairman SEPAWA Specialist Group Raw Materials and Processes

7.9 SEPAWA Specialist Group Innovative Cleaning

For the first time since its foundation, SEPAWA’s specialist group 
“innovative cleaning” met at the end of 2016 in the “deconsecrated 
church” on the premises of the wfk Cleaning Technology Institute 
e.V. in Krefeld. The group originated from the former SEPAWA Re-
gional Group Middle Section.

Following the election of the previous Chairman of the Regional 
Group Middle Section, Mr. Michael Fender into the governing board 
of the SEPAWA, Dr. Ralf Döring provisionally assumed responsibil-
ity for the new specialist group until 11ᵗʰ May 2017 and lead the 
preparation and organization of the symposium in close collabora-
tion with the management of the wfk.

During the symposium, the new executive board members of 
the specialist group “innovative cleaning” were elected unani-
mously as follows:
• Dr. Ralf Döring – Chairman
• Herr Thorsten Pohl – Deputy Chairman

• Herr Marcus Mausberg – Treasurer
• Dr. Zoltán Szilágyi – Secretary

In this first specialist group conference under the leadership of Dr. 
Ralf Döring, in ten lectures, new raw materials, intelligent tests and 
innovative washing appliances were presented. All this was com-
pleted by some interesting reports on the wfk institute’s activities, 
on the university as an innovation pool as well as special tools for 
the purpose of forecasting the chances of success on product in-
novations.

First of all, Dr. Jürgen Bohnen, wfk institute leader, welcomed the 
participants and briefly presented his institute with its manifold 
activities: the 80 staff of the internationally renowned institute 
conduct research in the fields of cleaning, recycling, functionaliza-
tion and hygiene aspects of a variety of materials. The wfk is also 
actively involved in national and international standardizations, 
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storage stability in the presence of proteases and excels with a 
good performance profile (even after 20 wash cycles) in the field 
of anti-pilling with cotton and cotton/polyethylane, color con-
servation, color rejuvenation and preservation of the degree of  
whiteness.

Ms. Moniec Van-Logchem (evonik Nutrition & Care) took us on a 
journey through the world of surfactants to finally arrive at sus-
tainable sophoroselipids. This group of biosurfactants is produced 
by fermentation of completely renewable raw materials from 
European Manufacture and is very well tolerated in conjunction 
with other components of detergents and cleaners and with all 
enzymes. They are aerobically as well as anaerobically biodegrad-
able, are low in aquatic toxins and meet the requirements of the 
EU Ecolabel.

The subject of “Washing machines – current developments and 
trends” was dealt with in detail by Werner Strothoff (Miele – Güter-
sloh). The connection to the internet and the increased possibility 
of voice control has helped make the new domestic appliances 
more and more “intelligent”. Trends such as automated dispens-
ing, large displays, appliances with 2 drums and refillable contain-
ers or even in-situ output of ozone for disinfection purposes are up 
and coming. The goal remains an efficient textile cleaning process 
with ever lower consumption levels as far as detergent, tempera-
ture, water and electricity are concerned. For this purpose, new 
systems labelled “PowerWash 2.0” were developed as a load-
ing recognition system and a new moisture penetration method 
(“spin-and-spray”).

Speaking for GfK, Dr. Daniel Stengel reported on the topic of “using 
speech analysis to predict the success of product innovations”. 
While he talked about traditional acquisition methods, for the first 
time, he introduced speech analysis as the new tool for leaning the 
“truth” about the potential of a concept. By way of an audio analy-
sis, speech as well as emotional nuances are recognized (negative, 
neutral, positive moods), all aspects which can not be conveyed 
through text analysis alone.

Eventually, in his lecture on “University as innovation motor – a 
shift in students during the course of their studies”, Prof. Dr. Mi-
chael Pulina (Rheinische Fachhochschule Neuss) dealt with the 
question of how willing today’s students are to take on entrepre- 
neurship. 

For the first time, 55 participants from across Germany took part 
in this specialist group conference. Many participants made use of 
the opportunity of a cozy gathering with room for animated con-
versation and a BBQ on the eve of the conference.

Outlook
The next meeting of the specialist group for “Innovative Cleaning” 
is already in preparation. It is expected to take place in the first 
quarter of 2018. Further details on the event will be available on 
the SEPAWA website.

Written by Dr. Zoltán Szilágyi
Secretary of the SEPAWA Specialist Group Middle Section

application tests as well as the analysis of detergents and cleaners, 
process and instrument studies, disinfection and hygiene control. 
During the 4 lectures that followed, staff of the wfk institute pre-
sented specific topics of their respective working and research 
groups:

Dr. Emir Lasic started with his lecture on “Performance Testing of 
detergents and cleaners”, in which he presented a wide spectrum 
of various performance tests for many household and commercial 
product groups. Their professional documentation is used as a 
decision support in issues concerning efficiency and unique sell-
ing points of product innovations in comparison to reference and 
competing products.

In the wfk’s second lecture, Dr. Manuel Heintz talked about the “val-
idation of disinfectant washing processes” in professional laundry 
services for a warranty of a safe textile hygiene as is incorporated 
in the EN 14065:2016 law. The validation can be ensured by way of 
an examination of disinfectants but also through on site tests with 
the help of bio indicators.

Dr. Tatjana Friedrich reported on the “preservation and renewal 
of the function of textile protection equipment” in wfk’s third lec-
ture. This is a highly topical issue which already predominates 
their recycling processes, aiming at an increase of the life cycle of 
the treated textiles. New renewable polymer gear for optimizing 
dirt removal, for preserving the protective function of reflective 
clothing and for optimizing its water vapor permeability was in-
troduced.

In her lecture, Dr. Sabrina Kolbe described how “rapid hygiene 
tests for in-house self-inspection” were developed by the wfk in-
stitute for use in the health sector as well as in the food industry. 
This includes, inter alia, dye-filled proteoliposomes for the process 
control of surface disinfection using a biochemical synchronous 
determination method of the total bacteria count as well as other 
rapid test methods used e.g. for process control of commercial 
dishwashing cycles. 

A tour of the institute’s laboratories rounded off the morning’s 
lecture series on specific topics. 

In the second part of the conference, the presentations sur-
rounded the topic of innovative detergent base materials as well 
as the topic of innovations in appliances during consumer tests 
and in a university.

In his lecture on “Novel Zinc Based Technology for Odor Man-
agement in Home Care Applications”, Dr. Yvon Durant (Itaconix 
Corp. USA) introduced ZINADOR® 22L as the new generation of 
water-soluble Zn-ricinoleate-based odor absorber in which Zn is 
bound to polyitaconates. A series of formulation suggestions for 
detergents, stain removers and carpet cleaners concluded the lec-
ture.

In her lecture on “Protein Engineering: an improved cellulase 
for textil care in liquid detergents”, Ms. Fanélie Jaeglé (IMCD Group, 
Cologne) presented how DuPont’s Celllulase Revitalenz®200 is 
optimized through “molecular modelling”, which shows a high 
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plify communication between supplier, customer and authorities 
by way of a uniform basis. The most important condition was the 
definition of a bio-based surfactant as well as renewable biomass 
derived from animal or plant origin. The definition of whether this 
really is a case of biomass was carried out by the radio carbon 
method. Further important steps were the definition of limits in 
the biomass in the product in relation of the nomenclature of the 
bio-based surfactants. The following class division was performed:
• Wholly bio-based: x ≥ 95 % C-contents
• Majority bio-based: 95 > x > 50 % C-contents
• Minority bio-based: 50 ≥ x > 5 % C-contents
• Non bio-based: x ≤ 5 % C-contents
This definition made it possible to analyze the European Surfac-
tant market.
• 48 % non bio-based
• 19 % minority bio-based
• 30 % majority bio-based
•  3 % wholly bio-based
Two further important key points with the definition of bio-based 
surfactants are:
• the performance must not be worse than with  

synthetic products;
• Biodegradablility must be guaranteed.
The draft for standards shoud have passed the coordination pro-
cess in the EU by the end of 2018.

Then, Dr. Marcus Gast spoke on behalf of the German Federal 
Environmental Agency about “the changed criteria of the EU – Eco-
label for detergents and cleaners”. In his introduction, Dr. Gast pre-
sented the labels known in German-speaking regions, also men-
tioning their respecive name recognition. The labels help the I & I 
field with the selection of environmentally-friendly products. The 
consumer can orientate him- or herself on them, and last but not 
least, they are a marketing instrument of the manufacturers to 
distinguish themselves from the competition. The the following 
products from the WPR and body care segment, there are criteria 
which they must meet in order to fulfil the requirements set for 
gaining the label entitlement.
• All-purpose cleaners and sanitary cleaners
• Dishwashing liquids
• Dishwashing detergents for private households
• Dishwashing detergents for the I & I field
• Rinse – off cosmetic products
• detergents for private households 
• detergents for the I & I field 

Due to the changes in the EU chemicals legislation, the criteria 
for these products no longer complied with the requirements. For 
this reason, on 7 July 2016, the EU Commission ruled decisions 
2011/263/EU, 2011/264/EU, 2012/720/EU und 2012/721/EU , taking 
into account the developments with the grading of substances. 
As of then, the product concerned must not be classified to CLP 
standards. There is a new list of prohibited substances and limita-
tions with the use of isothiazolinones. The aerobic and anaerobic 
biodegradablility was revalued. The palm oil used must originate 
from a certified cultivation.

On 8ᵗʰ June 2017, the specialist group mid-sized sector invited 
all interested SEPAWA members, professionals and guests to this 
year’s lecture event in Ludwigshafen. The executive board of the 
specialist group had asked six speakers to deliver their presenta-
tions on a wide-ranging list of topics.

On behalf of the host, Sören Hildebrandt, Senior Vice President, 
Home Care, I & I and Formulation Technologies Europe of BASF, 
welcomed the participants. In his lecture, he presented BASF’s 
headquarters in impressive economical, geographical and tech-
nical figures. In five business segments, namely Chemicals, Per-
formance Products, Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural 
Solutions und Oil  & Gas, around 114 000 employees worldwide 
lay the foundation for the economic success of the company. In 
four value chains, the raw materials are processed into the various 
products. To the auditorium, the products for the Home Care and 
I & I sectors were of great interest. Surfactants, chelating agents, 
enzymes, optical brighteners and other products from BASF are 
used in various products of the detergent and cleaner industry. 
The consumer’s growing demand for products with improved per-
formance, convenience and sustainability has to be met with in-
novative raw materials. BASF will continue to invest in products for 
the WPR sector in the future.

In the lecture that followed, Ms. Heike Kohm, head of Marketing 
Home Care and I & I at BASF, highlighted the market for home care 
products. Worldwide megatrends have to be analyzed and matched 
up with suitable products. A growing global population with an 
ever-growing elderly population and the concentration of many 
people in highly populated areas as well as the global networking 
through modern communication media pose a major challenge 
to products and services. The consumer demands products that 
are tailor-made for their specific demands. Products that get the 
job of dispensing done and that are effective and time-saving. The 
younger generation also treats the following questions differently:
• Does every household need their own washing machine or can 

sharing models work also?
• Do I want to clean my apartment myself or leave this to service 

providers?
In order for us to keep our planet a place worth living in for future 
generations, it is paramount to pay close attention to sustainabil-
ity, a careful handling of resources and intelligent recycling econ-
omy systems are indispensable. BASF derives specific topics from 
this for their developmental work. These include:
• Super compaction
• Auto-Dosing
• Solid Blocks
For die optimum product choice and for the communication of an 
improved performance to the end user, BASF offers extensive sup-
port to their customers.

Dr. Jürgen Tropsch from the Global Competence Centre Sur-
factants of BASF reported in his next presentation “The path to 
standardized, bio-based surfactants” on the Comité Européen de 
Normalisation (CEN)’s work in this field. In early 2011, the Euro-
pean Commission issued several mandates to the CEN. The aim 
was to define and standardize bio-based surfactants and to sim-
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Manufacturers and marketers have access to detailed informa-
tion of www.ecolabel.eu.

In her lecture provocatively entitled “preservation according to 
CLP and BPR – is this all just marketing?”, Ms. Sonja Göbel from 
Brenntag Holding GmbH summarized the problems faced by 
manufaturers while trying to keep their products free from mi-
croorganisms over a longer period of time. Bacteria, yeasts and 
fungi can penetrate products in many different ways and spoil 
them. During manufacture, possible sources of contamination can 
be raw materials, water and equipment. During use, germs can 
be carried through the air or or via hands. Once in the product, 
they multiply rapidly. They find ideal living conditions in aque-
ous products. A preservation is therefore essential. However, the 
CLP’s and BPR’s new labelling legislations lead to an elimination 
of active agents. The formulators are searching for alternative so-
lutions which work accordingly, correspond with the regulations, 
are stable and fit the budget. Ms. Göbel delivered the following  
approaches: 
• Labeling what is in a product – and not  

what was measured out.
• Higher flexibility through in-house product  

combination of single substances
• Hygiene during production
• Search for alternative active ingredients.

Next came Ms. Britta Brands with her lecture titled “Cleaner than 
clean? On the path to a scientific approach to developing effective 
hygiene solutions”, where she presented findings of the research 
work carried out by the Hochschule Rhein-Waal. Optical cleanli-
ness doesn’t automatically mean hygienic cleanliness – this was 

proved by researchers by evidence of germs on freshly washed 
laundry. The occurrence of germs can be reduced by using deter-
gents containing bleach as well as increasing washing temperature 
and time length. However, it wasn’t possible to determine whether 
germ reduction was encouraged by either the process of killing 
germs or of simply rinsing off the germs. In vitro and automatic 
wash trials showed that detergents with active oxygen bleach-
ing agents and mechanics lead to remarkably better results. Still, 
many questions remained open: Does the washing result depend 
on the textile or on the type of soiling? How do resistent germs be-
have? In all 29 laundry samples from normal househoulds, germs 
resistant to antibiotics were found in washing machines as well as 
in dishwashers. Further trials are planned to test the impact the 
washing process has on resistent germs in terms of gram-negative 
and gram-positive bacteria. What has been found already was that 
multi-resistant germs are more difficult to remove from laundry 
and that different types of germs are different in the way in which 
they can be removed.

After all these fascinating presentations, a new executive 
board of the Expert Group Mid- size sector was on the agenda. Dr. 
Thomas Herbrich, fit GmbH, Gisela Herzog, BTC Europe GmbH and 
Ute Klinkenberg, Calbe Chemie GmbH, all members of the former 
executive board who by sign of hands were re-elected as members 
into the new board.

A tour around BASF’s factory premises, followed by a guided 
tour of the visitor centre rounded off the day. 

Written by Ute Klinkenberg – Secretary of SEPAWA Specialist Group 
Small and Medium Enterprises

8. Members
8.1 Corporate Members
AB Enzymes GmbH | Darmstadt, Germany
ADEKA Europe GmbH | Düsseldorf, Germany
Akzo Nobel Chemicals GmbH | Frankfurt a. Main, Germany
Albaad Deutschland GmbH | Ochtrup, Germany
Altana | Deventer, The Netherlands
Americol | Zaandam, The Netherlands
AMSilk GmbH | Planegg, Germany
AT-Chemie | Hard, Austria
Azelis Austria GmbH | Leopoldsdorf, Austria
Azelis Deutschland Kosmetik GmbH | Moers, Germany
Azelis Schweiz Chemicals AG | Möhlin, Switzerland
Bannerchemicals | Antwerpen, Belgium
BASF | Weisenheim a/S, Germany
BASF Österreich GmbH | Wien, Austria
BASF Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Bell Flavors & Fragrances | Leipzig, Germany
Bentfield | Hillegom, The Netherlands

Bezema AG | Montlingen, Switzerland
Biesterfeld Spezialchemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
BIOMONTAN GmbH | Enns, Austria
Biotech technology & control equipment GmbH  
Sankt Valentin, Austria

BK Giulini GmbH | Ladenburg, Germany
Borer Chemie AG | Zuchwil, Switzerland
BRCS | Hoofddorp, The Netherlands
Brenntag | Basel, Switzerland
Brenntag Schweizerhall AG | Basel, Switzerland
BTC Europe | Denderhoutem, Belgium
BTC Europe GmbH | Basel, Switzerland
BurnusHychem GmbH | Steinau an der Straße, Germany
Bussetti GmbH | Wien, Austria
BYK-Chemie GmbH | Wesel, Germany
C.H. Erbslöh GmbH | Hallein, Austria
C.H. Erbslöh Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland
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Caldic | Hemiksem, Belgium
Carpet Cleaner Industries CCI GmbH | Klagenfurt, Austria
CFT BV | Vlaardingen, The Netherlands
Chemia Brugg AG | Brugg, Switzerland
Chemoform AG | Wendlingen, Germany
Christeyns | Gent, Belgium
Christeyns | Roncq, France
Chromatech Europe | Etten-Leur, The Netherlands
CHT Austria R. Beitlich GmbH | Meiningen, Austria
Cid Lines | Ieper, Belgium
Cinquième Sens Northern Europe | Nieuwegein, The Netherlands
claro products GmbH | Mondsee, Austria
CLR Chem. Lab. Dr. Kurt Richter GmbH | Berlin, Germany
Coatex SAS | Genay Cedex, France
Connect Chemicals | Dordrecht, The Netherlands
Cosmotrade GmbH | Gröbenried, Germany
Cosun | Breda, The Netherlands
CPL Aromas GmbH | Bielefeld, Germany
Croda GmbH | Nettetal, Germany
DAKO AG | Wiesentheid, Germany
Dalli-Werke GmbH & Co. KG | Stolberg, Germany
Dataphysics Instruments GmbH | Filderstadt, Germany
Delaval NV | Drongen, Belgium
Diversey Europe B.V. Utrecht | Münchwilen, Switzerland
DKSH Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Donauchem GmbH | Wien, Austria
DQS CFS GmbH | Frankfurt, Germany
Dr. Nüsken Chemie GmbH | Kamen, Germany
dreco Werke Wasch- und | Düsseldorf, Germany
drom fragrances GmbH & Co. KG | Baierbrunn, Germany
Duesberg medical GmbH | Dorsten, Germany
Düllberg Konzentra GmbH & Co. KG | Hamburg, Germany
Düring AG | Dällikon, Switzerland
ECO | Hoensbroek, The Netherlands
Eco Point | Halsteren, The Netherlands
ECSA Chemicals SA | Balerna, Switzerland
EHRLE GmbH | Illertissen, Germany
Elementis Services GmbH | Köln, Germany
EME-Engel | Zaandam, The Netherlands
EOC Group | Oudenaarde, Belgium
Evonik Industries AG | Hanau-Wolfgang, Germany
Evonik Treibacher GmbH | Althofen, Austria
Ferchem SA | Lugano, Switzerland
FINK TEC GmbH | Hamm, Germany
Firmenich GmbH | Kerpen, Germany
Flevocheme | Harderwijk, The Netherlands
Fraunhofer Institut | Potsdam-Golm, Germany
Frey & Lau GmbH | Henstedt-Ulzburg, Germany
Frike Pharma AG | Mönchaltdorf, Switzerland
Fripoo Produkte AG | Grüningen, Switzerland
Georges Walther AG | Pfäffikon SZ, Switzerland
GETRA | Steyr-Gleink, Austria

Givaudan Deutschland GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
GlaconChemie GmbH | Merseburg, Germany
Greentech GmbH | Starnberg, Germany
Gustav Grolman GmbH & Co. KG | Neuss, Germany
H. Reynaud & Fils (Deutschland) GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
Häffner GmbH & Co.KG | Asperg, Germany
Hagleitner Hygiene International GmbH | Zell am See, Austria
HAKA Kunz GmbH | Waldenbuch, Germany
HAKAWERK W. Schlotz GmbH | Waldenbuch, Germany
Halag Chemie AG | Aadorf, Switzerland
Henkel & Cie AG | Pratteln, Switzerland
Herbacin cosmetic GmbH | Wutha-Farnroda, Germany
Hollu Systemhygiene GmbH | Zirl, Austria
Huntsman Germany GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
Hydrior AG | Wettingen, Switzerland
IC Specialties | Nieuw-Vennep, The Netherlands
IFF Fragrance GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
IMPAG AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Ineos | Rolle, Vaud, Switzerland
INTERCHIM Austria GmbH | Wörgl, Austria
International Flavors & Fragrances I.F.F 
Oberhausen, Germany

INTERPOLYMER Sárl | Wissembourg, France
Johann Vögele KG | Lauffen/Neckar, Germany
Johnson & Johnson GmbH | Neuss, Germany
Julius Hösch | Düren, Germany
Kaneka Europe Holding Company nv | Zaventem, Belgium
KAO Chemicals GmbH | Emmerich, Germany
Kemetyl | Soest, The Netherlands
Kemira Chemicals Oyj | Sastamala, Finland
KHK GmbH | Köln, Germany
Koch-Chemie GmbH | Unna, Germany
Kolb Distribution Ltd. | Hedingen, Switzerland
Kompak | Etten-Leur, The Netherlands
Kopetzky & Moritz OG | Zell am See, Austria
KWZ AG | Schlieren, Switzerland
Laboratoires ANIOS | Lille-Hellemmes, France
Lactipar SA | Obernau, Switzerland
LANXESS Distribution GmbH | Leverkusen, Germany
LEHVOSS Schneider AG | Winterthur-Seuzach, Switzerland
LENZING Aktiengesellschaft | Lenzing, Austria
LEUNA-Tenside GmbH | Leuna, Germany
Lonza | Breda, The Netherlands
Lucridis Distribution AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Luzi AG | Dietlikon, Switzerland
Matco | Kortrijk-Marke, Belgium
Merisa AG | Hergiswil, Switzerland
Merz & Consumer Care GmbH | Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Mico AB | Ängelholm, Sweden
Miele & Cie.KG | Gütersloh, Germany
Mifa AG | Frenkendorf, Switzerland
Mondial | Alkmaar, The Netherlands



SEPAWA Annual Newsletter 2017 23

Mosselman | Kessel-Lo, Belgium
Mylene | Bierbeek, Belgium
Neochem GmbH | Menden, Germany
Nölken Hygiene Products GmbH | Windhagen, Germany
Nordmann - Rassmann HandelsgmbH | Vösendorf, Austria
Omya (Schweiz) AG | Oftringen, Switzerland
OPW Ingredients GmbH | Viersen, Germany
Overlack GmbH | Wien, Austria
Paul Voormann GmbH | Velbert, Germany
Permcos GmbH | Stein, Switzerland
PERNAUER CHEMIE WERKE GMBH | Wels-Pernau, Austria
PG Corp | Eijsden, The Netherlands
Pointner & Rothschädl GesmbH | Baden, Austria
Prayon | Ruis Broek, Belgium
Prochem AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Procter & Gamble Service GmbH | Schwalbach, Germany
Quaris GmbH | Worms, Germany
Rahn AG | Zürich, Switzerland
RALA Lampert GesmbH | Schlins, Austria
Reckitt Benckiser Produktions GmbH | Heidelberg, Germany
REDEEREI & HANDELSAGENTUR GmbH | Wien, Austria
RENAG eU | Austria
Renosan Chemie & Technik GmbH | München, Germany
RINGANA GmbH | Ulm, Germany
Riwax-Chemie AG | Zollikofen, Switzerland
Safic-Alcan Deutschland GmbH | Bad Kreuznach, Germany
Salinen Austria GmbH | Ebensee, Austria
Sasol Germany GmbH | Marl, Germany
SCANTEX AG | Kusnacht-Zürich, Switzerland
Schärer & Schläpfer AG | Rothrist, Switzerland
Schülke & Mayr AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Sebapharma GmbH & Co. KG | Boppard, Germany
Seeger Wasch- | Balingen, Germany

Seitz GmbH | Kriftel am Taunus, Germany
Sekardi Chemie UG | Pforzen, Germany
Seppic GmbH | Köln, Germany
Servophil AG | Hünenberg, Switzerland
SGS INSTITUT FRESENIUS GmbH | Taunusstein, Germany
Silkem Vertriebs AG | Baar, Switzerland
Simon und Werner GmbH | Flörsheim am Main, Germany
Smit & Zoon | The Netherlands
Sopura | COURCELLES, Belgium
Stockmeier Chemie GmbH & Co. KG | Bielefeld, Germany
Swissatest Testmaterialien AG | St. Gallen, Switzerland
tebu-bio GmbH | Offenbach, Germany
Temmentec AG | Sumiswald, Switzerland
Tevan | Gorinchem, The Netherlands
THONHAUSER GmbH | Gießhübel, Austria
THOR GmbH | Speyer, Germany
Univar | Edegem, Belgium
Univar AG | Zürich, Switzerland
Univar GmbH | Essen, Germany
vanBaerle Hygiene AG | Münchenstein, Switzerland
Vandeputte | Moeskroen, Belgium
Verband TEGEWA e.V. | Frankfurt, Germany
Vipack | Landgraaf, The Netherlands
Weber & Leucht GmbH | Fulda, Germany
Wetrok AG | Kloten, Switzerland
WeylChem Wiesbaden GmbH | Frankfurt, Germany
WIGOL W. Stache GmbH | Worms, Germany
Wirtschaftskammer NÖ, LI der Chemischen Gewerbe 
St. Pölten, Austria

Z & S Handel AG | Kloten, Switzerland
Zep Benelux | Bergen op Zoom, The Netherlands
ZHAW Institut f. Facility Management | Wädenswil, Switzerland
Zschimmer & Schwarz GmbH & Co KG | Lahnstein, Germany

Akzo Nobel Surface Chemistry AB | Stenungsund, Sweden

BASF SE | Ludwigshafen, Germany

Biesterfeld Spezialchemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Brenntag Holding GmbH | Mülheim an der Ruhr, Germany

BTC Europe GmbH | Berlin, Germany

BYK-Chemie GmbH | Wesel, Germany

CHT R. Beitlich GmbH | Tübingen, Germany

Clariant International Ltd | Muttenz, Switzerland

Covestro AG | Leverkusen, Germany

Dow Corning Ltd | South Glamorgan, UK

DuPont Industrial Biosciences | Leiden, The Netherlands

Evonik Industries AG | Hanau, Germany

Harke Chemicals GmbH | Mülheim a.d. Ruhr, Germany

IMCD Deutschland GmbH & Co. KG | Cologne, Germany

IMPAG Import GmbH | Offenbach, Germany
KLK OLEO | Hedingen, Switzerland
Nordmann Rassmann GmbH | Hamburg, Germany
Novozymes A/S | Bagsvaerd, Denmark
Sasol Germany GmbH | Marl, Germany
Schill + Seilacher GmbH | Böblingen, Germany
Schülke & Mayr GmbH | Norderstedt, Germany
SLI Chemicals GmbH | Frankfurt am Main, Germany
SOFW – Verlag für chemische Industrie,  
H. Ziolkowsky GmbH | Burg/Thannhausen, Germany
Solvay | Aubervilliers, France
THWATER – Shandong Taihe Water Treatment Technologies  
Co., Ltd. | Zaozhuang, Shandong Province, China
Unger Fabrikker AS | Fredrikstad, Norway
Worlée-Chemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

8.2 Sustaining Members



We would like to thank all our Sustaining Members for supporting the goals of SEPAWA e.V.
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