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1. General Information 
The number of SEPAWA e.V. members (incl. country sections) has 
grown further in the past year to 1680 personal members as well 
as 199 corporate and 33 supporting members (as of Dec. 02, 2019). 

During the year, 7 lecture series were held by different SEPAWA 
specialist groups.

2. SEPAWA Congress 2019
The highlight of the year was the 66th SEPAWA Congress in Ber-
lin with almost 3300 congress and exhibition visitors from over 
60 countries and 310 exhibiting companies.

Further details can be found in the SEPAWA press release on 
page 8.

3.  SEPAWA e.V. Annual General Meeting 2019 
The Annual General Meeting took place on 22 October 2019 at 
17:00 h at the Estrel Hotel in Berlin. The meeting was attended by 
41 members. The attendance was determined by means of an at-
tendance list.

The 1st Chairman Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz opened the meeting 
and welcomed those present. In accordance with the present 
agenda, he started by establishing the formalities with the follow-
ing words:

3.1. Welcome Address  
by Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz

Dear colleagues,
I would like to welcome you to this year’s Annual General Meet-

ing of our professional association in Berlin. The invitation was 
made in due form and time by sending the agenda to all members 
individually in June 2019 with the Preliminary Program 2019. 

I am assuming that all those present will have entered their 
names on the attendance list by the start of the votes and will re-
fer to this again before the vote. Written powers of attorney from 
corporate member companies were not presented. I would like to 
draw your attention to the fact that no guests are allowed to par-
ticipate in this general meeting. If guests are present, I kindly ask 
you to leave the meeting.

Before we come to the first item on the agenda, I would ask you 
to rise from your seats in silent commemoration of our deceased 
members. Since our last general meeting, we have received the 
following message from the deceased member: 
• Mr. Peter Müller; among other things, he has made himself very 

strong for the foundation of the SEPAWA, Austria Section.

Thank you. 
I will now move on to the individual items on the agenda.

3.2. Election of the Minute-keeper

According to §18 of our articles of association, a minute-keeper 
must be appointed at the beginning of the meeting. I propose our 
secretary, Dr. Gerhard Merkle, as minute-keeper.
Dr. Merkle was unanimously elected minute-keeper.  

3.3. Annual Report of the Board

3.3.1. From the activities of the Board
The 65th SEPAWA Congress with the 14th European Detergents Con-
ference (EDC) took place for the second time in the Estrel Congress 
Center Berlin. We were able to welcome 3037 participants. The 
participants came from 61 countries, showing the great interest in 
our event. Also the number of exhibitors (262) from Germany and 
abroad could be increased again, which underlines the interna-
tional importance of the event. 

The board met four times during this year. At the beginning 
of the year, as in previous years, it dealt with the feedback from 
participants and exhibitors on the 2018 Congress, which was pre-
dominantly positive. Suggestions for improvement were incor- 
porated.

I think the move to the Estrel Hotel & Congress Center in Ber-
lin has been the right step with the experiences of the two con-
gresses 2017 and 2018. In addition to the approximately 1,000 
hotel rooms, we also have large, fully equipped exhibition halls, 
modern conference rooms and numerous meeting rooms at our 
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disposal. All participants can be catered for in no time at all in the  
hotel’s restaurants and spacious catering facilities. 

We hope that Berlin as a congress location will increasingly sat-
isfy the needs of visitors and exhibitors alike.

We work on improving the organization and processes in order 
to eliminate weaknesses and criticisms. In the exhibition area, for 
example, the walking paths have been optimized. On Thursday af-
ternoon, we introduced an “Exhibition Primetime” (the afternoon 
is largely free of lectures) for the first time in order to make it easier 
to visit the exhibition. We will conduct a satisfaction survey again 
this year.

One focus of SEPAWA’s promotion of young scientists is the 
awarding of prizes to high-performing young scientists. All gradu-
ates of universities of applied sciences at home and abroad as well 
as PhD students can apply for these prizes. This year’s prizes will 
be awarded to 3 master’s graduates and 3 PhD students tomorrow 
at noon before the keynote address. Unfortunately, no Bachelor 
theses were submitted this year. 

Once again this year, three innovation prizes will be awarded to 
companies that take part in the annual congress as exhibitors or 
speakers. A seven-member jury from the ranks of the SEPAWA Sci-
entific Advisory Board has selected the winners. This year a total of 
30 proposals were submitted, a new record. The award ceremony 
will take place at the beginning of the After Event.

In addition to promoting the exchange of information between 
the individual departments, further exchanges took place with other 
professional associations, such as the GDCh’s “Detergent Chemis-
try” section and the German Society for Scientific and Applied Cos-
metics (DGK). The congress part of the “European Detergents Con-

ference” (EDC), which was jointly organized with the GDCh’s “Deter-
gent Chemistry” section as part of SEPAWA, has established itself. 

The TEGEWA association will give a lecture on Thursday after-
noon on European chemicals legislation and its impact on the 
surfactant industry and its customers. The topic is highly topical, 
especially with regard to chemical compliance activities. We see 
this as a good supplement to the topics dealt with in our “Legisla-
tive – Environment – Consumers” lectures.

This year the DGK will again present its main topics together 
with the specialist group “Cosmetic Applications and Technolo-
gies. The lectures in the detergent series will deal with the topics 
“Innovative technologies and systems for new products”. 

The DGP Session will highlight the effects of fragrances and the 
interaction of fragrance and skin.

In addition to the technical and scientific lectures from the fields 
of cosmetics, detergents / cleaning products and perfumery, short 
contributions on the properties and possible uses of new raw ma-
terials will again be presented in the Forum for Innovation lecture 
series at the congress. Exhibiting companies will thus be given the 
opportunity to present their products in a targeted manner.

This year’s keynote address will be held on Thursday noon by 
the philosopher, journalist and author Dr. Richard David  Precht. In 
his lecture he speaks about “The digital revolution and the future 
of how we work”.

The Board has decided to waive the marketing presentations 
and to include only the keynote address in the program. As a result 
of the time that will become available, we hope to make even bet-
ter use of Exhibition Primetime, which – as already mentioned – we 
have introduced this year for the first time. 

  Dr. Richard David Precht (Keynote Address, SEPAWA Congress 2019)
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In 2018 two extended board meetings with the advisory board 
and the scientific advisory board of SEPAWA took place. In the 
meetings, comprehensive reports on the board’s activities were 
given and the design of the lecture program of the annual congress 
was discussed. The positive overall development of SEPAWA (num-
ber of members, congress participants, proportion of international 
visitors) was also discussed. 

3.3.2 Activities of the Specialist Groups and Sections
The six specialist groups and the German Association of Perfumers 
in the SEPAWA and the four sections held lectures last year, partly 
with excursions to industrial companies. However, the number of 
participants at these events has declined sharply for some events.

• 28 – 29 March, 2019, Konstanz 
Lecture conference SEPAWA Professional Cleaning and Care 
Group “Surfaces in focus: Cleaning and disinfection soon a 
thing of the past?“

• 11 – 12 April, 2019, Leipzig 
Lecture conference SEPAWA specialist group DGP  
“The cradle of perfumery”

• 07 – 10 May, 2019, Grasse, France 
Study tour of the specialist group DGP

• 15 – 16 May, 2019, Hannover-Ahlem 
Lecture conference SEPAWA specialist group Innovative Cleaning 

• 22 – 23 May, 2019, Egelsbach near Frankfurt (Main) 
Lecture conference SEPAWA specialist group Small and Medium 
Enterprises “Small and Medium Enterprises between tradition 
and industry 4.0”

• 22 – 23 May, 2019, Vienna, Austria 
The Section Austria celebrated its 20th anniversary with a gala 
evening at the Technical Museum followed by a conference.

• 25 – 26 June, 2019, Cologne 
Lecture conference SEPAWA specialist group Cosmetic Appli-
cations and Technologies (CAT) “Back to the Roots or up to  
the Stars? – Evolution of cosmetics”.

• 26 June, 2019, Frankfurt 
13th SEPAWA lecture conference of the specialist group Legisla-
tive – Environment – Consumers “Current Developments in the 
Regulatory Environment”

• 01 – 05 July, 2019, Detmold 
SEPAWA Summer Academy Lipperland  
„Cosmetic sensory systems: from Head to Toe“

• 13 September 2019, Baden, Switzerland  
General Assembly of the Section Switzerland.

• 06 December, 2019, Monheim am Rhein 
The section Raw Materials & Processes section meets for a 
lecture event.

3.4. Report of the Treasurer

The report on the cash and asset situation is presented by the trea-
surer Dr. Erik Brückner.

Cash Report 2018:

Revenue (non-material sector) 92,471.11 EUR
Expenses (non-material sector) − 151,136.69 EUR
Loss (non-material sector) − 58,665.58 EUR

Revenue/expenses (asset management) − 403,734.28  EUR

Income (business operations) 1,689,642.50 EUR
Expenses (business operations) − 1,538,176.05 EUR
Profit (business operations) 151,466.45 EUR

Association result for fiscal year 2018 – 310,933.41 EUR

Cash and cash equivalents as per 31/12/2018 607,492.80 EUR 

3.5. Report on the Cash Audit  
and Discharge of the Cash Audit

The cash register was audited by Thilo Baum and Erich Kreuz wie-
ser on 10 October 2019 in Thannhausen. I would like to ask one of 
the two auditors for a report. Mr. Kreuz wie ser reports that the cash 
was led correctly.

Before we proceed to the vote on the discharge of the auditors, 
I note the presence of the members present today. There are 41 
members present with 42 votes.

Discharge of the Cash Audit 
The discharge of the cash audit takes place unanimously, without 
dissenting vote, with two abstentions. 

I would like to thank the two auditors and the staff in the office 
for the excellent bookkeeping on behalf of the board.

Discharge of the Management Board
The actions of the Executive Board shall be approved unanimously, 
without dissenting votes, with six abstentions.

3.6. Program of the Board  
for the New Association Year

The SEPAWA Congress shows a steady growth and is therefore also 
financially more demanding. We need this growth to keep the con-
gress attractive in an international competitive environment. This 
includes an improvement and enlargement of the exhibitor areas. 
The expansion of the Estrel gives us the opportunity to implement 
growth options, also with regard to the availability of additional 
lecture rooms. 

We have intensified advertising for the congress by placing ad-
vertisements mainly outside Germany. The registration system 
was redesigned. The installation of new apps enables quick access 
to congress information, the lecture programme, exhibitors and 
participants. 

We want the congress to be sustainable. This includes the opti-
mization of processes, e.g. logistics with avoidance of packaging 
material. This year we will be offering porcelain cups for coffee 
breaks to reduce the number of disposable cups.  
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In addition, we want to further increase interest in surfactant 
chemistry and related products in order to attract school and uni-
versity students to our industry and secure young talent.

For example, the experiment set will be reissued, giving pupils 
from intermediate school onwards interesting insights into the 
chemistry of washing and the associated formulation work. We 
will discuss the possibility of extending such an experimental kit to 
cosmetics with the board.

As in previous years, we will continue to provide financial sup-
port for the “Forum Waschen” within the framework of the IKW.

In the coming year, too, all the specialist groups and sections 
are planning their annual conferences during the year. Some of the 
schedules and topics have already been set by those responsible 
and taken into account in the budget. 

The appointments and organizational matters are determined 
with the people in charge and coordinated or taken over by the 
office. This should avoid overlapping deadlines and lead to a stan-
dardisation of processes with the associated cost optimisation. 
For the standardization of the procedures, the SEPAWA Board has 
started with the preparation of guidelines, which will be given to 
the specialist groups and sections after completion.

We will discuss the future design of the specialist group confer-
ences with the members of the executive boards of the specialist 
groups. The aim is to improve the interest in the conferences and 
to increase the number of participants for all events again.

The motto of this year’s congress is “Feel The 66 Years”. This 
event will be celebrated accordingly and there will be some sur-
prises in the course of the congress, which of course will not be 
revealed today. Let us surprise you!

3.7. Approval of the Budget

The budget for the association year 2020 will be presented and 
explained by the treasurer Dr. Erik Brückner.

Budget Plan 2020:

Revenue (non-material sector)  94,000.00 EUR
Expenditure (non-material sector) – 177,100.00 EUR
Loss (non-material sector) – 83,100.00 EUR
  
Revenue/expenses (asset management) – 270,000.00 EUR
  
Income (business operations) 1,755,000.00 EUR
Expenditure (business operations) – 1,736,500.00 EUR
Profit (business operations) 18,500.00 EUR
  
Budget for the year 2020: – 334,600.00 EUR

The 2020 budget will be voted on by acclamation. The 2020 budget 
is approved unanimously without dissenting votes or abstentions.

3.8. Miscellaneous

There was a request for a possible discount on the congress fees 
for the Corporative Members of the section Switzerland.

A discount for the Corporative Members of the section Switzer-
land was rejected by the board because such a discount would 
have to be granted for all, which would lead to a disproportion-
ately high loss of 20,000 EUR and additional administrative ex-
penses. The Corporative Members have other benefits from their 
membership. 

Another question about the availability of After Event tickets 
was raised. The proposal was made to enlarge the After Event in 
such a way that each member would be able to buy two tickets in 
advance.

This implementation is not possible in the short term. There are 
considerations as to how access to the After Event can be regu-
lated.

I would like to briefly present to you the current membership 
figures.

Personal Members: 
Germany 1182
Section Austria 93
Section Benelux 162
Section Switzerland 127
Nordic Section 58
Total personal members 1622

Corporative and Sustaining Members:
Sustaining Members DE 33
Corporative Members DE 84
Corporative Members CH 50
Corporative Members AT 34
Corporative Members Benelux 37
Total 238

As of the end of September 2019, our association consisted of:
Personal Members 1622
Corporative and Sustaining Members 238

SEPAWA now counts a total of 1860 members.

Congress 2020
The next annual congress will take place from: 

Wednesday 28 October to Friday 30 October 2020 
at the Hotel- & Congress Center Estrel in Berlin. 

As there are no further requests to address, I will close the Annual 
General Meeting and thank you for attending.

Berlin, on 22 October, 2019 

1st Chairman Secretary
Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz Dr. Gerhard Merkle
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5. Board Expresses its Gratitude
The SEPAWA Board would like to thank all members for supporting our association during this year,
and wish you a healthy, successful and happy 2020.

Yours, SEPAWA® e. V.

Specialist Groups

Professional Cleaning and Care (PRP)
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Tobias Kimmel 
E-Mail: prp@sepawa.de

Legislative – Environment 
– Consumers (LUV)
Dr. Cornelius Bessler 
E-Mail: luv@sepawa.de

Cosmetic Applications and 
Technologies (CAT)
Astrid Wulfinghoff  
E-Mail: cat@sepawa.de

German Association of 
Perfumers in SEPAWA (DGP)
Dr. Edison Diaz
E-Mail: dgp@sepawa.de
Internet: www.dgp-die-parfumeure.de

Innovative Cleaning
Dr. Ralf Döring 
E-Mail: innovatives.reinigen@sepawa.de 
 
Raw Materials and Processes
Dr. Michael Sigloch  
E-Mail: rohstoffe&prozesse@sepawa.de

Small and Medium Enterprises
Dr. Thomas Herbrich  
E-Mail: mittelstand@sepawa.de

Foreign Sections

Nordic Section (Scandinavia) 
Björn Englund  
E-Mail: nordic@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa.org

Section Benelux (Belgium, 
The Netherlands, Luxembourg) 
Jef Wittouck 
E-Mail: benelux@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa-bnl.nl

Section Switzerland
Rudolf Gitzi 
E-Mail: schweiz@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa.ch

Section Austria
Ing. Eva-Maria Heinzel 
E-Mail: oesterreich@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa.at

Office

SEPAWA e.V. Head Office
Madeline Dettenrieder
Dorfstrasse 40 
Alte Schule Burg 
D-86470 Thannhausen
Tel.: +49 8281 799 40-24
Fax: +49 8281 799 40-50
E-Mail: office@sepawa.de
Internet: www.sepawa.com

Board

1ˢᵗ Chairman
Dr. Hans Jürgen Scholz 

Treasurer 
Dr. Erik Brückner

Secretary 
Dr. Gerhard Merkle 

Board Members 
Michael Fender  
Holger Plate 
Prof. Dr. André Laschewsky  
Prof. Dr. Jürgen Lademann

Honorary Chairman 
Dr. Klaus Henning 

Contact 
vorstand@sepawa.de

4. Addresses
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6. Press Release on the SEPAWA Congress

The 66ᵗh SEPAWA Congress took place together with the 15th Eu-
ropean Detergents Conference (EDC) at the Estrel Congress Center 
in Berlin.

It is widely known: the SEPAWA Congress together with the EDC 
is the most important meeting place for the detergent/cleaning 
product, cosmetic, and perfume industries in Europe. Berlin has 
become an established convention site. The wide acceptance is 
made clear alone by the fact that around 3300 congress and ex-
hibition visitors were registered during these three days. At the 
same time, participants from more than 60 countries attest to the 
increasingly international significance of the event. The number 
of companies increased to 310. These figures show that both the 
number of persons attending and the number of exhibitors were 
new records. 

The content-related excellence of the congress is also impor-
tant for acceptance. Thus, within the scope of the European De-
tergents Conference, conceptualized by the Division of Detergent 
Chemistry of the Gesellschaft Deutscher Chemiker (GDCh – Ger-
man Chemical Society) eight highly scientific talks were given on 
the “Smart Approaches for Detergents in a Fast Changing World”. 
During the SEPAWA scientific conference, which dealt with the 
latest research results of rele vance for the detergent/cleaning 

product, cosmetic and perfume industries, including regulatory 
framework conditions, 32 talks were presented. A permanent part 
of the congress program is the series of presentation blocks in 
the forum for innovation. This year there were 69 talks, due to the 
increasing demand also in parallel sessions, offering the oppor-
tunity to present the most recent results of their developments. 
A total of 43 poster presentations submitted by next-generation 
scientists from universities and academic institutions together 
with industrial researchers and institutional bodies of our in- 
dustries.

Topic groups for the European Detergents Conference were the 
targeted modification of interfaces, the use of quantum chemical 
and molecular dynamic methods for the modelling and prediction 
of the behavioural properties of surfactant-based mixed systems, 
protein/enzyme engineering for cleaning product investigations of 
new surfactants with improved ecological profile, and balanced 
surfactant performance. Hygiene, disinfection and conservation 
of cleaning and cosmetic applications are issues of interest that 
are today more and more scientifically based and described. In 
the area of home care, the search for ingredients for improving 
the cleaning power and formulation goes on. Both synthetic sur-
factants with natural (sulfo fatty acid esters, carbohydrates) and 

66th SEPAWA Congress and 15th European Detergents Conference 
23 – 25 October 2019, Estrel Congress Center, Berlin

  View into a conference room
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regions as well. The role of biochemistry and biotechnology will 
catch up with chemistry. Disruptive chemical innovations will de-
rive from the molecular understanding of stains and soiling. Ec-
otoxicological properties of all ingredients will improve further. 
Together with the expected innovations in mechanical systems, 
temperature and time, this results in a visionary outlook into the 
future of washing and cleaning. 

The Keynote Address

The Digital Revolution and the Future of How We Work 
(Philosopher Dr. Richard David Precht)

The fact that the world is changing at a breath-taking place is 
common knowledge. But how are we reacting to it? Some people 
are welcoming the digital future with appalling naivety and ex-
pect changes as with the weather. Politics does not appear to take 
this upheaval seriously. They continue, so to say, to decorate the 
lounge chairs on the Titanic. Others are vociferous in their warn-
ings about the dictatorship of digital companies in Silicon Valley. 
And then there are those who would rather pull the blanket over 
their heads and go back to the past. 

Richard David Precht, on the other hand, sketched out a picture 
of a desirable future in the digital age. Would we lose out if the 
achievement-oriented society we know now were to come to an 
end? As far as Precht is concerned, it would be an opportunity for 
us to live more fulfilled and self-determined lives in the future. 
For this to happen, however, we must set the course now for a 
systematic change of our social system. Because working, shaping 
something, and self-fulfilment are all part of human nature. Sitting 
in an office from nine to five for pay is not! 

Richard David Precht wants to show where we have to pave the 
way to this future correctly. After all the future doesn’t come by 
itself – we have to shape it! The question is not: “How are we going 
to live?”, but rather “How do we want to live?”.

bio-synthetically produced components (rhamnose lipids, cello-
biose lipids) with partly multi-functional properties are under dis-
cussion. For cosmetic applications, new particularly skin-friendly 
and skin-improving active ingredients are a focus. All embracing 
issues discussed in the presentation block of the LUV specialist 
group were product safety and sustainability in the sense of the 
consumer. In the German Society of Perfumery (DGP) scientific 
conference four talks dealt with scents, their perception, and the 
underlying scientific base. 

In the interest of fostering qualified young talent, the SEPAWA e.V. 
conferred six advancement awards for three master’s theses and 
three dissertations. This year three persons were honoured with 
the SEPAWA Innovation Award for outstanding new developments 
in the field of detergents and cleaning products, cosmetics, and 
perfumery. 

The GDCh Division of Detergent Chemistry was distinguished 
with two awards for outstanding scientific work on basic research 
for detergents and cleaning products. 

Scientific Home Care Special 

60 Years Sinner Circle: The Future of Washing and Cleaning 
(Professor Dr. Thomas Müller-Kirschbaum, Henkel AG & Co. KGaA)

Sixty years ago, Dr. Herbert Sinner, head of detergents develop-
ment at Henkel, defined chemistry, mechanical power, temper-
ature and time as the four universal factors for all washing and 
cleaning processes. Chemistry, mechanics, temperature and time 
are responsible for the washing performance and with their re-
spective fractions must give a full circle, named the Sinner Circle 
after its inventor. Even if this functional relationship is essentially 
still true today, the demands for the different factors have signifi-
cantly changed. The same is true for their content. 

Thus, the factor chemistry will need to change the most. Liquid-
based product forms are replacing solid product forms, in growth 

  Dr. Richard David Precht (Keyote Address, SEPAWA Congress 2019)  Scientific Poster Session
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age and investigation of different influencing factors and mixing 
strategies”. The second prize went to Mr. Albert Prause for his work 
on the “Structural Arrangement of Microemulsions in Mesoporous 
Silica”. Ms. Frau Saskia Grunwald received the third prize for her 
work on the subject “Cultivation of Pseudozyma species for the 
production and structural analysis of mannosylerythritol lipids”.

In the category “Outstanding doctoral thesis” three works with 
equally high quality were evaluated: The awards were bestowed 
on: Dr. Lisa Nahrwold for her work on the subject “Multi-Parameter 
Characterisation of Polymers for Hair Styling Mousses”. Dr. Lorena 
Bechtold for investigations of  “The Movement Characteristics of 
Human Hair and its Changes with Ageing and ‘Greying’ Evaluated 
by Novel In Vitro and In Vivo Analyses”. Dr. Martin Thiele for his 
work on the subject “Boosting the performance of a protease with 
polymers and surfactants”.

In the category “Outstanding bachelor thesis” no prize was con-
ferred this year. 

SEPAWA Innovation Award

Innovations are decisive for growth and competitive position and 
are the basis for our economy. Innovations are thus an important 
prerequisite for successful competition on the market. This year 
the SEPAWA Innovation Award for outstanding achievements in 
the cosmetic and detergent fields was conferred for the seventh 
time. The prize serves to provide impulses for active idea man-
agement in the member companies of the SEPAWA and enhance 
public awareness of the valued innovation. A neutral, independent 
jury of seven persons from the Scientific Advisory Council of the 
SEPAWA and the SEPAWA Executive Board chose three prize win-
ners from 30 proposals submitted. The prize embodies a certificate 
and a trophy depicting the SEPAWA wave in stylized form.

The first prize went to Givaudan France SAS for the work »Dark-
enyl™, for Advanced Hair Pigmentation Recovery« received by Mr. 
Mathias Fleury. The second prize was conferred on Ms. Jessica Wel-
zel of Henkel Beauty Care Technologies for her work on the subject 
»New technologies for specific antiperspirant actions«. The third 
prize was awarded to Prof. Dr. Andreas Klamt of the COSMOlogic 
GmbH & Co. KG for innovative achievement on the subject »COS-
MOplex: A revolutionary new method for the simulation of surfac-
tant systems«.

Young Scientists’ Award of the  
GDCh Division of Detergent Chemistry 
The GDCh Division of Detergent Chemistry honoured two young 
scientists for outstanding scientific work with particular relevance 
for the development of detergents and cleaning products. 

The prize for the best dissertation went to Dr. Martin J. Thiele 
(RWTH Aachen) – “Boosting the performance of a protease with 
polymers and surfactants”. The prize for the best Master’s thesis 
was awarded to Ms. Frau Friederike Dehli (University of Stuttgart) – 
“Generation and characterization of gelatin-based hydrogel foams 
with defined pore sizes”.

A detailed congress report is published in the December issue of 
the SOFW Journal and on the SEPAWA Website. 

SEPAWA Young Researchers’ Award

The annually announced SEPAWA Young Researchers‘ Award ful-
fills one of the most important aims of the SEPAWA, namely its sup-
port of the education of the next generation. The prize is awarded 
to students for outstanding, Bachelor, Master’s and Doctoral sub-
jects. The expert jury selected six award winners from the works 
submitted. 

In the category “Outstanding college graduate with Master’s de-
gree” Ms. Britta Schnittker was awarded the first prize for her work 
on the subject “Liquid bleaching system for multi-component dos-

   Award winners of the SEPAWA Young Researchers’ Awards (top),  
of the SEPAWA Innovation Awards (middle) and of the Young Scien-
tists’ Award of the GDCh Division of Detergent Chemistry (bottom)
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SEPAWA Congress 2019 – Picture Gallery
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7.  Annual Reports of the Sections  
and Specialist Groups

7.2. SEPAWA Section Benelux
Groningen, March 14, 2019 – In 2018 SEPAWA Benelux organised a 
spring and a fall meeting. The spring meeting was held at a special lo-
cation: RWZI in Eindhoven (Netherlands). It was held on June 26 and 
was attended by 29 persons. This meeting included a tour around the 
water cleaning facilities of RWZI. The fall meeting was held at “Prio rij 
Corsendonk”, Oud Turnhout (Belgium). This meeting took place on 
November 22ⁿᵈ and had a total of 33 attendees. The number of mem-
bers of Sepawa Benelux was 169 (individual and corporate members).

The lectures are listed below. Most of the presentations can be 
downloaded from the Sepawa Benelux internetsite: www.sepawa-
bnl.nl
• Microplastics (Ramon van Bruggen, Tauw)
• Toelichting Zeer Zorgwekkende Stoffen (Johan Blom, Tauw)
• Toelichting zuiveringsproces (Waterschap de Dommel)
• Etikettering van geconserveerde producten en behandelde 

voorwerpen (Chuchu Yu, NVZ)
• Microbiële detectie en identificatie (An Velaers, Charles River)
• Chemische stoffen in Cosmetica (Benjamin Hooi, NCV)

The general members meeting took place at November 22ⁿᵈ 2018 
at the Priorij Corsendonck. The financial report of 2017 was pre-
sented and it showed again a positive result. It was checked and 
approved by the accountant commission. The report was adopted 
during the general members meeting. The board of 2017 was dis-
charged.

The board in 2017 consisted out of the following members:
Chairman Jef Wittouck
Treasurer Mark de Witte
Secretary Krista Bouma
Lecture Committee Jelle Storme
Lecture Committee Klaas Gravesteijn

Krista Bouma, Secretary, 
SEPAWA Section Benelux

7.1. SEPAWA Section Nordic
SEPAWA Nordic hosted in Malmö, Sweden, the regional Cleaning 
and Detergent 2-day conference in May. 

The program included information about efficient use of surfac-
tants and packaging, preservatives and regulations relevant for 
the industry. The speakers gave information to the audience about 
foaming and solvent replacements. The audience appreciated also 
information about trends in the industry and the relatively new 
phe nome na Fake News. In total about 65 members and speakers 
mainly from Sweden, Norway, Denmark participated in the con-
ference and took the opportunity to listen to the speakers, have 
customer meetings and networking. The atmosphere was very 
positive and inspiring. 

On Day 2 the General Assembly was held and the members con-
cluded that the 2018 conference were canceled due to few partici-
pants. A realistic expectation in  SEPAWA Nordic region should be 
about 100 conference participants. A proposal to arrange the con-
ference every second year was agreed in the General Assembly (next 
2021). The Board got the task from the members to work on how to in-
crease the number of members and engagement in  SEPAWA Nordics. 

The main focus for the new Board moving forward will be to find a 
good platform to communicate regularly to existing and new mem-
bers and identify valuable information and interaction functionality.

Björn Englund, Chairman, 
SEPAWA Section Nordic

7.3. SEPAWA Section Switzerland
In addition to the annual general meeting, the Section Switzerland 
dealt with some organisational issues last year. There were three 
priorities:
• A new member administration system
• The registration of Swiss members at SEPAWA e.V.
• Expansion of links with the ZHAW Zurich University of Applied 

Sciences

Data security, postal payments and administrative expenses are be-
coming increasingly complicated. Therefore, the board has decid-
ed to move membership administration from the Excel list that was 
managed by the Treasurer to a Cloud-based database. In this way, af-
fected board members can amend the membership list immediate-
ly. Each board member can access the current data at any time. We 
are also equipped to offer the required payment system via QR code.
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Since SEPAWA e.V. has linked its registration process for events 
through the new website to membership numbers, the Swiss 
members cannot be verified or clearly identified. Therefore, the 
Thannhausen office entered our member list into its system and 
assigned each member a number. SEPAWA Switzerland could then 
give members their numbers in good time for the opening of regis-
tration for the 2019 Congress.

Given that some contacts at the ZHAW are no longer available 
for future projects, such as the summer school, Tom Hofmann, as 
a liaison at the ZHAW, looked for new supporters, whom he intro-
duced to the board. Susanne Kern and Steffi Lehmann were able 
to get an idea of SEPAWA Switzerland and were very interested 
in getting involved. We hope to include both lecturers in the next 
summer school.

The association’s year began with an event at our 2018 AGM. 
We organised a very interesting event for our members on Friday, 
14th September 2018. Under the theme “Security,” we were able 
to spend a day at the company Galliker, a family-owned busi-
ness in Altishofen that has been operating for three generations. 
Grandparents, parents and grandchildren hold most of the leader-
ship positions within the company, which they exercise with far-
sightedness and innovative ideas. Grandchildren learn the family 
business from scratch as department heads, with grandparents 
gradually easing themselves out by scaling back and delegating 
responsibility to the younger generation. Following a presenta-
tion on Galliker Transport AG, the participants took a bus tour. 
It became clear that Galliker is far more than just a simple haul-
age company. Galliker prepares cars of various marques for sale 
in Switzerland, making the last adjustments and carrying out the 
final cleaning of the cars. In another area, Galliker assembles Hero 

products using a modern, automated system. As a drug distributor, 
not only for pharmacies but also for individuals, Galliker employs 
its own pharmacist, who checks consignments against submitted 
prescriptions and authorises them for delivery. The generally high 
degree of cleanliness throughout Galliker was remarkable. The 
lecture session was started by Mr Abbiati, Gsell Sicherheit GmbH, 
with his experimental lecture, “Dangers of Chemistry.” With fire, 
explosions and an activated fire alarm, the presentation would 
have been a worthy circus entertainment. 

Objectively and struggling for much understanding, Mr Stein-
mann from Galliker spoke on the subject of transporting danger-
ous goods. Drivers almost have to be chemists to transport a bar-
rel of dangerous goods from A to B. He appealed to attendees to 
provide up-to-date and accurate documents and to keep drivers 
well informed regarding sensitive products. Marina Simeunovic 
rounded off the lecture series with a very good presentation on 
different odorous substances that helped participants understand 
the connection between molecular structure and the resulting 
odours.

The annual general meeting separated the professional from 
cultural parts of the programme. Following the AGM, participants 
were given a tour of the town of Zofingen. The dinner at the Hotel 
Zofingen rounded off the occasion.

A decision to hold the two events jointly was taken at the sum-
mer school in Detmold, and arrangements to implement this plan 
were worked out in August. Provided that the ideas are adopted, 
the summer school will be moved to the spring in 2020.

Rudolf Gitzi, President, 
SEPAWA Section Switzerland

7.4. SEPAWA Section Austria
This year we celebrated our 20th anniversary. The Technical Mu-
seum in Vienna provided a truly impressive venue for our celebra-
tion. Insights into the diversity and history made the visi tors eager 
to return. Attendees could even experience a test demonstration in 
the high-voltage chamber. 

Beginning with a first-hand account from Mr Peter Swoboda, 
the group’s first Chairman, followed by comments from his cur-
rent counterpart, the celebratory evening featured anecdotes and 
pictures on a twenty-year tour through the history of  SEPAWA 
Austria – a success story, when we look at the growing number of 
members and participants of our meetings.

A total of 104 people attended the event. And now to the lec- 
ture day. 

Dr Marko Sušnik (WKO) opened with a presentation on the sub-
ject of “New CLP obligations for mixtures”. After a brief overview 
of the current situ ation with regard to notifications to the  various 
poison information centres in Austria and other EU states, he ex-
plained the process of har moni sation, including obligations, tran-
sition times and schedule for implementation. Examples were 
given of the creation and implementation of the unique formula 
identifier (UFI), the practical implementation on labels, details of 
the notification obligations and useful preparatory work, as well as 
helpful ECHA guidelines and other supporting literature. 

Dr Susanne Stark (VKI) used her speech, “EU Ecolabel and Aus-
trian Eco-label in the cleaning sector – current developments”, 
to present general information on eco-labels and the role of the 
VKI. She gave an overview of the individual  product groups in the 
cleaning sector, as well as a national and European comparison of 
the licences issued and the chronology of changes to the EU Ecola-
bel criteria up to the most recent decisions. 

DI (FH) Harald Brugger, MSc (Die Umweltberatung), gave a quiz 
lecture entitled “ÖKO-REIN database on environmentally and 
health friendly detergents and cleaning products”. He introduced 
the association and its work, the database, its evaluation criteria, 
the goals for sustainable development and the benefits for indi-
vidual target groups. 

Dr Steffen Romanski (BYK) gave a lecture with the title “Fight 
the foam – chemistry and mode of action of defoamers”, which 
brought us back to the practicalities of everyday life in the lab. 
He began with general information, such as definition, stabilis-
ing effects and effects of foam, as well as avoidance measures, 
then went on to explain the requirements, mode of action and 
influencing factors, as well as the selection and composition of 
defoaming agents. This exciting presentation concluded with an 
overview of the broad BYK portfolio and the associated selection  
criteria. 
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Dr Immo Sander (Werner & Mertz) used his presentation, “Recy-
cling initiative of the Werner & Mertz Group’s packaging sustain-
ability projects”, to provide an impressive presentation of what his 
company has already accomplished and implemented, and what is 
possible. He also showed clearly the complexity of looking at and 
optimising the individual building blocks for an optimal recycling 
cycle. In summary, an absolutely laudable approach and a great 
project, although members of the audience reported that this ini-
tiative mainly serves “only” the optimisation of the recycling cycle 
rather than general waste prevention. 

DI Juergen Franke (BASF) invited us with his lecture, “From the 
past to the future – new trends in liquid detergents”, on a short 
journey through time that traced the development of detergents 
over the past 20 years and illuminated them based on manufactur-
ers’ advertising and marketing statements. 

The example of the strongest current consumer group, the mil-
lennials, was used to show how customer needs and purchasing 
behavior have changed. Using some of his own company’s  product 
innovations, he presented possible answers as to how manufactur-
ers can respond to new situations. BASF is also responding to the 
global trend towards sustainability and organic products by classi-
fying bio-based surfactants for easier product selection. A video on 
“ChemCycling – from waste to oil” presented a new and highly inno-

vative approach to plastic recycling, which offers much wider pos-
sibilities for our industry and can create new packaging solutions. 

This year’s lecture event was concluded by Mr Ingo Metzler 
(METZ LER KÄSE-MOLKE GmbH) with the presentation “From goats 
to night cream – a hard but natural way”. In his very personal, cap-
tivating way, Mr Metzler recounted how, more or less by accident, 
lots of hard work, a big dose of consistency and considerable vi-
sion transformed a small farm into a very attractive and innovative 
cosmetics manufacturer where themes such as sustainability are 
actively used and lived. Many supposed disadvantages, such as 
cost pressure, were turned into product innovations, giving the 
company a unique selling point. 

We cannot omit his final quotation from the marketing consul-
tant Joachim Bullermann: “In the future, the one who has a good 
product will make sales, the one who has humanity will make a 
profit.” 

Finally, an appeal to all participants: make the most of your ac-
cess, take a look at the photos of the meeting, which clearly show 
the keen interest in the discussion and the great atmosphere! Take 
away your memories of this celebration. 
 
Ing. Eva-Maria Heinzel, Chairwoman; 
Ing. Thomas Armellini, Secretary, SEPAWA Section Austria

7.5. SEPAWA Specialist Group Legislative – Environment – Consumer
The subject of plastic in the environment, and in particular micro-
plastic in the environment, has become increasingly important for 
companies in recent months. On 20th November 2018, the Europe-
an Commission published the EU Plastics Strategy, which calls for 
voluntary commitments by market participants to reduce plastics 
in the context of a circular economy.

Various industries have already started initiatives in this area. In 
January 2019, the AISE launched the VOLUNTARY INDUSTRY PLAS-
TIC PACKAGING INITIATIVE, which sets targets for companies in the 
detergents and cleaning products industry to reduce their use of 
plastic packaging by 2025.

In the field of microplastics, the European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) published a proposal on 30th January 2019 to restrict the 
use of intentionally added microplastics. Although the precise ex-
tent of microplastic accumulation in the environment, and its ef-
fects on flora and fauna, is not yet known, the ECHA concluded that 
regulation is warranted.The proposal also provides a definition 
of microplastics. In the past, the lack of a consistent definition of 
microplastics made it difficult to discuss the topic.

The public consultation lasts until 20th September 2019. It is 
expected that, besides authorities and NGOs, the affected indus-
tries will submit a large number of comments. In addition, vol-

untary initiatives to reduce microplastics continue. For example, 
between 2012 and 2017, 97.5% of microbeads were eliminated  
from rinse-off cosmetics.

To support SEPAWA members, the Specialist Group Legislative – 
Environment – Consumer (LUV) held the 13th LUV workshop in 
Frankfurt on 26th June 2019. Speakers from authorities, research 
and industry gave an overview of current issues in the regulation of 
detergents, cleaning products and cosmetics. Once again, the sub-
ject of microplastics, and how to avoid the use of such products, 
featured prominently, reflecting the fact that it is the focus of many 
companies owing to the ongoing comment phase at the ECHA. The 
subject of the circular economy was also explored.

In addition, the programme addressed topics ranging from con-
tact allergies, through preservatives and perfumes, to the require-
ments of CLP Article 45 on the Unified Formula Identifier (UFI).

On the other hand, the LUV event within the 2019 SEPAWA Con-
gress in Berlin focused on sustainability and consumer protection, 
as well as critically assessing the REACH Regulation and the Deter-
gents Regulation.

Dr. Cornelius Bessler, Chairman, 
SEPAWA Specialist Group LUV
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7.6. SEPAWA Specialist Group Professional Cleaning and Care
the current standard of cleaning and disinfection measures in his 
presentation, “Theory and practice of surface cleaning and disin-
fection in public health facilities”; he also considered possible and 
necessary changes in the  future.

HSNR as host
The 2019 PRP Conference was organised in cooperation with the 
Department of Industrial Engineering of the Hochschule Nieder-
rhein, University of Applied Sciences (HSNR). The venue was the 
Inselhotel, a former Dominican monastery on the shores of Lake 
Constance in Konstanz.

Review of the 2019 meeting
This year’s event was attended by more than 50 people. Partici-
pants were able to enjoy the pleasant ambience of the conference, 
share in the collegial exchange of knowledge, and renew exist-
ing contacts and make new ones. The majority of guests attended 
both days of the event and gave the organisers consistently posi-
tive feedback.

Outlook for the 2020 event 
The Specialist Group’s meeting for next year is scheduled for 
18th – 19th March 2020. After the successful first two events of previ-
ous years, Konstanz was again chosen as the venue. In addition, 
besides general topics related to the industry, the programme will 
again focus on a specific theme – microplastics was chosen with 
the involvement of event participants. Suitable lecture topics are 
still being sought for the 2020 PRP. Anyone interested in speak-
ing can contact the Specialist Group and submit a topic proposal. 
Furthermore, interested persons can also get involved through the 
group’s scientific advisory board. An exact event title will be de-
cided soon and shared through the usual channels of communica-
tion.

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Tobias Kimmel, Chairman; 
Tobias Potstada, Secretary, SEPAWA Specialist Group PRP

Symposium SEPAWA PRP
“Surfaces in focus: cleaning and disinfection soon a thing of the 
past?” was the theme of this year’s conference of the Specialist 
Group “Professional Cleaning and Care (PRP),” held 28th – 29th 
March 2019. As in the previous year, participants gathered at the 
Inselhotel in Konstanz, Germany, to hear seven specialist lectures 
and exchange views in a pleasant ambience.

In the lecture “Linear and branched surfactant alcohols, a ho-
listic comparison,” Dr Jürgen Tropsch (BASF SE, Ludwigshafen am 
Rhein) discussed the structure-effect relationships of non-ionic al-
cohol ethoxylates. The latest developments in the EU Ecolabel and 
the Austrian environmental label were addressed by Dr Susanne 
Stark (Verein für Konsumenteninformation [Association for Con-
sumer Information], Vienna). Dr Jens Lütjohann (WESSLING GmbH, 
Berlin) spoke about the use of quaternary ammonium compounds 
in the food industry and the associated analytical challenges. This 
was followed by a lively exchange. To round off the first day of 
the event, Dr Marcel Engels (Forschungsinstitut für Anorganische 
Werkstoffe Glas/Keramik GmbH [Research Institute for Inorganic 
Materials Glass/Ceramics GmbH], Höhr-Grenzhausen) gave an in-
formative, and at the same time entertaining, presentation on the 
measurement and interpretation of slip resistance in the European 
context.

The following day, Prof. Dr.-Ing. Tobias Kimmel (Hochschule Nie-
derrhein, University of Applied Sciences, Krefeld) gave a lecture en-
titled “Analytics and IoT – material recognition with a smartphone,” 
which offered a practical insight into how unknown materials can 
be identified at the push of a button, as well as an assessment 
of how similar methods will change the cleaning industry of the 
future. Following this outlook, Prof. André Laschewsky (Fraunhofer 
Institute FhG-IAP, Potsdam-Golm; University of Potsdam) gave a 
detailed insight into current research on how to change surfaces 
rapidly and reversibly in his lecture, “Concepts for switchable 
surfaces.” Finally, Hans Hirschmann (Institut für Krankenhaushy-
giene und Infektionsvorsorge [Institute for Hospital Hygiene and 
Infection Prevention], Landeskrankenhaus Feldkirch) discussed 

Picture: Tobias Potstada

 The participants of the PRP Symposium in Konstanz
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7.7. SEPAWA Specialist Group Cosmetic Applications and Technologies
This year’s CAT event, which had the theme 
“Back to the roots or up to the stars? Evolu-
tion of cosmetics,” was held in Cologne on 
25th – 26th June.

On one of the hottest days of the summer, 
most of the participants met at noon on 25th 
June 2019 at the Maritim Hotel in Cologne to 
walk and then continue by Underground to the 
first station of KHK GmbH in Cologne. The first 
challenge – to find the way and the right Under-
ground line in the sweltering heat – was suc-
cessfully mastered. The reward that awaited 
the participants at KHK was a warm welcome 
with a lovingly prepared buffet and an ample 
supply of cold drinks. The Managing Director of 
KHK, Dr Kiepe, Sales Manager, Ms Haverkamp, 
and Development Manager, Dr Sivanathan, in-
troduced the company, gave us a guided tour 
and transported us to the world of lip care.

Moving on from the world of lip care, we 
were given a glimpse into the fascinating 
world of fragrances: an exclusive tour of the 
Farina Fragrance Museum shared 300 years of fragrance history, 
and each participant received a small bottle of Farina Eau de Co-
logne Original in memory of the inventor.

The first day ended on a high note with dinner on the rooftop 
terrace of the Maritim Hotel – cool drinks, delicious food and a 
performance by a magician.

On 26th June 2019, the official lecture meeting of the SEPAWA 
Specialist Group CAT began. Astrid Wulfinghoff, Chairwoman of the 
Specialist Group, warmly welcomed all participants and set the 
tone for the theme of the day.

The event started with a keynote address, “Packaging makes the 
difference,” presented by Hans-Georg Böcher, Director of the Ger-
man Packaging Museum, Heidelberg. In keeping with the motto, 
what would the brand be without packaging? – an impersonal en-
tity, the participants were enthusiastically introduced to the sub-
ject of packaging.

In line with the current trend for solid cosmetics, Heike Schel-
ges of Henkel delivered the compelling presentation “Back to 
the future – revival of hard soaps for hair and body.” He reported 
on the return of the oldest cosmetic product, soap, encourag-

 Participants at this year’s CAT event: Visit to KHK on 25ᵗʰ June 2019

  CAT Group members (left to right): Brigitte Pilorz-Meyer, Ralf Kuschnereit, Werner 
Maurer, Astrid Wulfinghoff, Dr. Leslie Schlüter, Dr. Kristin Schacht, Heike Schelges, 
Sabine Schlöglmann, Sandra Spiegelberger, Michèle Lindner
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ing some participants to think afresh about the uses of soap.
The programme continued with the “Development/evolution 

of decorative cosmetics – what started with Schwan and where 
does the journey go from here?”, presented by Katrin Hollmann-
Raabe. The lecture invited participants to learn about the origins 
of Schwan-STABILO Cosmetics and showed the diversity of cos-
metic pencils: tradition meets innovation.

Dr Wortmann, who studied chemistry and is an accredited pat-
ent attorney, spoke as a specialist on the subject “Evolution of 
cosmetics: only with effective intellectual property protection.” He 
made the audience aware of how the use of patents, brands and 
design offers protection against copycats.

Before lunch, Cornelia Ludwig of Ecocert rounded off the first 
lecture session with the presentation “Birkenstock sandals con-
quer the world of ‘business high heels’! The evolution of the certi-
fication of natu ral cosmetics.”

Strengthened by lunch, we resumed with the presentation 
“What smells here? Identification of bad odours by means of GC 
sniffing,” given by Björn Maxeiner, Managing Director of Olfasense 
GmbH. If a finished product is affected by unwanted odours, GC 
sniffing analysis can offer a way to identify the root cause of the 
problem.

The dermatologist Dr Ina Hadshiew offered a completely differ-
ent perspective on the skin with her lecture, “Just don’t look old! 

Innovative therapeutic approaches in practice.” From the view-
point of the dermatologist, she showed how skin damage develops 
and what preventive measures are strongly recommended. She 
also presented the interesting thesis that pigment spots are the 
new wrinkles. She identified the causes and available therapeutic 
 options.

The next lecture was entitled “Evolution in cosmetics: history, 
highlights and an attempt to classify current trends,” presented 
by Dr Heiko Prade, CLR Chemisches Laboratorium Dr. Kurt Rich-
ter GmbH. He reviewed the range of active ingredients devel-
oped over the last five decades and assessed current and future  
trends.

The event was rounded off by Prof. Christine Lang with the lec-
ture “The microbiome of the skin and its importance in skin care.” 
The lecture convincingly demonstrated that this hot topic should 
lead to the implementation of microbiome-based skin-care.

All in all, the Specialist Group succeeded in putting together a 
varied programme on the evolution of cosmetics. Besides the spe-
cialist lectures and extracurricular activities, participants had a 
good forum in which to exchange ideas.

See you next year in Mainz on 7th May!

Sandra Iris Spiegelberger, 
Vice Chairwoman, SEPAWA Specialist Group CAT

The SEPAWA Specialist Group “Raw Materials and Processes” was 
created in 2016 from the SEPAWA West Regional Group.

In line with this organisation, the group’s meeting was held on 
16th November 2018 at the Rheinhotel Hotel Dreesen in Bonn. A 
total of seven lectures addressed different aspects of sustainable 
raw materials and formulations, as well as the new opportunities 
presented by Production 4.0.

The event kicked off with a presentation by Marie- Helene 
Gramatikoff, CEO of the start-up Lactips. The start-up, created 
from university research, converts byproducts of milk process-
ing (a special casein) into granules of water-soluble films that 
are suitable for water-soluble packaging of dishwasher deter-
gent tablets, among other applications. The advantages of this 
product over PVOH films were highlighted from a technical and 
sustainability perspective. Among other things, data on solubility 
and biodegradability were presented. The speaker also offered a 
preview of products that are expected to distinguish themselves 
in the near future by virtue of their improved solubility at low  
temperatures.

After that lecture from the industry, Mr Marc-Kevin Angermann 
of the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts presented the 
results of his research on the foam properties of (green) surfac-
tants. He compared surfactants from renewable raw materials with 
conventional surfactants in respect to their foam development 
and stability. Technically, most of the tests were carried out using 
the KRÜSS DFA 100. In addition, benchmark tests with a panel of 
subjects were conducted. Superimposing the two studies showed, 
for example, the advantages of fine-pored foams made from alklyl 
polyglucosides.

Dr Cornelis Bessler (Bessler-Consulting) next gave an informative 
and entertaining presentation on the challenging environment for 
surfactants today. He began by examining the technical and legis-
lative requirements for surfactants in the home and personal care 
sectors, comparing various classes of surfactants, from pure petro-
chemical agents through oleochemical products to fermented bio-
surfactants. Economics, production technology and sustainability 
were compared. The lecture concluded with a (quite ambitious) 
wish list of attributes for the perfect surfactant.

Prof. Jordan Petkov, LONZA, gave an instructive presentation 
entitled “Surfactants based on polyglycerol ester,” which ex-
plored the production and testing of these surfactants. Surfac-
tants covering a broad (3-14) range of the Griffin HLB scale have 
been produced based on renewable glycerol and fatty acid feed-
stocks. These mild non-ionic surfactants are based entirely on 
renewable resources and are free of 1,4- dioxane. In systematic 
studies using standard methods, such as foam and CMC determi-
nation, as well as small-angle neutron scattering, these surfac-
tants have been studied intensively to establish their technical 
application profile. The potential uses of this polyglycerol ester 
range from foaming rinse-off applications to use as emulsifiers. 
Some of the physicochemical studies were published in the jour- 
nal Langmuir.

Fiona Kirby, Corbion, was invited to discuss the extensive oppor-
tunities for surfactants produced without fossil carbon in greater 
detail in her presentation, “Creating formulations with sustainable 
surfactants.” The presentation also dealt with surfactants based 
on renewable feedstocks. The hydrophile component of these 
surfactants is lactic acid. Varying the hydrophobic part produced 

7.8. SEPAWA Specialist Group Raw Materials and Processes
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The SEPAWA Specialist Group “Innovative Cleaning,” created in 
2017 from the SEPAWA Central Regional Group, held its annual 
meeting in the Puravia Training Academy, Hanover, on 16th May 
2019. The conference theme was “Gastronomy and Hygiene – 
Theo ry and Practice”.

Although the preparations for this year’s conference started 
early, and the organization of the lectures had been in place for 
a long time, it was again a stressful challenge at the end to find 
enough lectures. However, Ms Marion Wilke of Dr. Becher GmbH 
was an enormous help, both at the event and in finding the right 
specialist lectures. We would like to thank her again for her ener-
getic support.

The evening before the meeting, a cooking event was held in 
the Puravia Academy. Our dinner was prepared under the expert 
supervision of the chef Mr Grüttner. Given that it was asparagus 
season, asparagus prepared in different ways featured on the 
menu. The difference between the “normal” cooking process and 
sous vide (French for “under vacuum”) was apparent in the taste – 
the sous vide method definitely retained more flavour in the as-
paragus.

The cooking event was undoubtedly a success, with 20 partici-
pants. The board was also pleased with the number of attendees at 
the lectures. Because registration started late, as noted previously, 
the attendance was 40. The lectures that followed took place after 
Ms Marion Wilken of Dr. Becher GmbH introduced Dr. Becher and 
the Puravia Training Academy.

Mr Sacha Kroll, food inspector, introduced us to the world of 
a food inspector and gave us a glimpse of the “abysses” of dirty 
kitchens. This exciting lecture was entitled “Dealing with food from 
third parties – insights and perspectives of a food inspector.”

After a well-earned coffee break, as well as a chance to settle 
our stomachs following the presentation by the food inspector, 
Dr Frank Woldan from Dr. Becher GmbH explained what kind of 
costs medium- sized companies have to face as a consequence 

of the Biocidal Products Regulation (EU) 528/2012. Dr. Becher 
GmbH has established a consortium with other medium- sized 
companies, which now undertakes registrations under the name 
Accuron Biocides GmbH. The lecture was entitled “The impor-
tance of the Biocidal Products Regulation for medium-sized com- 
panies.”

Before lunch, the board elections were held under the expert 
supervision of Mr Marcus Gast. After the board was discharged, the 
new board was elected. Dr Szilagyi, who was retiring, did not stand 
for re-election, and Mr Adrian Zuberbühler (Secretary) took his 
place. We take this opportunity to thank Dr Szilagyi for his many 
years of dedicated work in the Specialist Group “Innovative Clean-
ing,” as well as, of course, in the Central Regional Group. Messrs Dr 
Ralf Döring (Chairman) and Thorsten Pohl (Vice-Chairman) were re-
elected. The election took place with 31 eligible voting members 
present.

The next lecture, “Coffee to go – deposit cup system in Hanover,” 
was given by Mr Andre Hammerschmid of Hannoccino. Hannoccino 
is a deposit cup system in Hanover, which could offer other cities a 
solution to the problem of rubbish generated by disposable cups. 
In Germany alone, 2.8 billion disposable cups are thrown away 
every year – equivalent to 29 tonnes of paper or 43,000 trees. The 
Hannoccino Pfandbecher is a reusable cup made from composta-
ble bark juice. It should make inroads not just in Hanover, but also 
in other cities in Germany.

The presentation by Dr Matthias Springer (Dr. Weigert GmbH & 
Co. KG) was entitled “Cleaning products in a problematic raw ma-
terials market – challenges and opportunities.” He too showed 
us what impact all the different regulations, in particular REACH, 
the Biocidal Products Regulation and the Medical Devices Regula-
tion (EU) 2017/745, have on cleaning products. Another danger of 
elimi nating raw materials through the aforementioned regulations 
is company consolidations, product portfolio purges, insolvencies 
and supply shortages at raw material manufacturers.

7.9. SEPAWA Specialist Group Innovative Cleaning

different properties, such as improved skin moisture, foam boost-
ing and conditioning effects on hair. Using examples, the speaker 
showed which surfactant should be chosen for each effect, and 
what should be observed in the formulation matrix.

Thomas Schulz, Festo, addressed a completely different topic 
in his presentation, which provided an overview of the opportu-
nities of Industry 4.0. He began by considering which technical 
modules allow the intelligent connectivity of production, before 
explaining, among other topics, digital twins and their advantages 
for virtual testing. He focused on the difference between mainte-
nance and so-called “smartenance.” By connecting directly to the 
individual production modules and a variety of sensor- based data, 
the speaker showed how optical processing and analysis of these 
data in dashboards can facilitate intuitive operation, as well as 
 faster and more preventive work by the maintenance team.

Ms Anna Mommeja, Seppic (a member of the Air Liquide Group), 
talked about sustainable sourcing that takes account of the social 
aspect in her presentation, “Sustainable and Ethical Sourcing.” 
She gave an overview of the sustainable and ethical sourcing in 

Madagascar of Centella asia ti ca, which is used for highly purified 
and highly effective drugs. The harvest of the wild type of this plant 
is coordinated by the company Serdex, which has a long history of 
local collaboration. Sourcing is based on three pillars: protection 
of local resources, ensuring traceability and commitment to sus-
tainable development. Each pillar was explained using concrete 
examples of common development with local communities that 
drew on almost 60 years of partnership between Madagascar and 
Serdex. The speaker showed that, for ethical sourcing to be dura-
ble and efficient, it must take account of people and relationships 
and requires long-term development. The presentation concluded 
with an assessment of the outlook for similar projects planned for 
the near future.

In the organisational section, Kai Mann, the long-time Chairman 
of the group, vacated his office. Dr Michael Sigloch (like Kai Mann 
from Brenntag) was then elected as the new Chairman.

Dr. Michael Sigloch, Chairman, 
SEPAWA Specialist Group “Raw Materials and Processes”
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We again had the pleasure of hearing a lecture by Mr Marcus Gast 
from the Federal Environmental Agency. He spoke about “EU Eco-
label for cleaning services.” He was critical of the fact that not all 
criteria in the new EU Ecolabel guidelines for cleaning services are 
directly related to the subject of the order. The agency therefore 
prefers the existing GPP criteria.

Mr Adrian Zuberbühler of Nouryon gave the last lecture, on 
“Ecolabel-suitable raw materials for dishwashing detergents.” He 
presented surfactants, as well as biodegradable polymers, that 
not only meet the Ecolabel criteria, but also offer correspondingly 
good performance.

Outlook
To expand the current board from 3 to 4 members, Mr Jochen Lohr 
of Biesterfeld declared himself provisionally to offer his services at 
the at the next specialist meeting. Of course, we hope that Mr Lohr 
will stand for election next time.

Adrian Zuberbühler, Secretary, 
 SEPAWA Specialist Group “Innovative Cleaning”

7.10. SEPAWA Specialist Group Small and Medium Enterprises
This year’s annual event of the Specialist Group “Small and Medi-
um Enterprises,” held 22ⁿᵈ – 23ʳᵈ May 2019, had the theme: “Small 
and medium enterprises – between tradition and innovation.” The 
group accepted the invitation from the company delta pronatura 
to come to Egelsbach.

On 22ⁿᵈ May, in sunny weather, 14 members and guests gathered 
for an excursion to Castle Frankenstein, about 20 km away.

Castle Frankenstein is the northernmost of a series of castles 
and ruins on the western edge of the Odenwald forest, overlooking 
the Rhine valley. After a champagne reception, we enjoyed an en-
tertaining and expert tour of the castle, the construction of which 
began around the year 1240 and was extended repeatedly in the 
following years. The different eras are recognizable down to this 
day. We could appreciate the beautiful view while savoring a lei-
surely dinner and wines typical of the region. 

The next day, a total of 34 participants were welcomed to the 
premises of delta pronatura in Egelsbach.

Mr Heiner Beckmann, as a managing partner, did not miss the 
opportunity to present a pleasant and vivid introduction to the 
company. delta pronatura is one of the few independent SME 
branded goods manufacturers in Germany. It is in the hands of 
the third and fourth generations of owners and is managed by the 
proprietors Gerhard Krauss, Heiner Beckmann and, since 2016, 
also by the latter’s son, Nils Beckmann. delta pronatura has built 
a broad business in a range of product categories, manufactur-
ing and selling its own brands, Beckmann, Bullrich and DR. THEO 
KRAUSS, and selling the brands Blistex and Bi-Oil, marketed un-
der licence in Germany and Austria. The company is a pioneer 
of the umbrella brand strategy in Germany and was also a trail-
blazer in the field of business internationalisation; the brand Dr. 
Beckmann is now present in more than 80 countries on all  
continents.

In the first lecture, Mr Alexander Schau from the company 
Werner & Mertz spoke on the topic “Sustainable packaging con-
cepts – possibilities and limitations of the use of recycled plas- 
tics.”

Long before the current debate about the environmental dam-
age caused by plastics, Werner & Mertz made significant efforts 
and investments to minimize the use of resources, with the result 
that the company is now considered a pioneer in plastics recycling. 
The aim is to work with packaging manu fac turers to facilitate PET 
and PE extraction from the recyclable fraction. The current state 

of play is that approximately 20% of PET from recycling sacks can 
be used, with the remainder of PET recycling coming from return-
able bottles. By 2025, Werner & Mertz would like to produce all 
packaging from 100% recycled material. The company would also 
like to work with the RAL Institut für Gütesicherung und Kenn-
zeichnung e.V. (RAL Institute for Quality Assurance and Labeling) to 
introduce a new label showing the proportion of recycled content 
from the recycling system and excluding industrial recycled PET 
content.

After a coffee break, the participants enjoyed a presentation by 
Mr Hans-Georg Böcher of the Heidelberg Packaging Museum on the 
subject of “Packaging as a brand maker.” A very visual presentation 
demonstrated how packaging reflects the quality and status of a 
brand and thus creates an emotional bond and reference to the 
product. Packaging allows the consumer to immediately identify 
the brand. High-quality packaging can increase brand value. How-
ever, retail strategies of retail can, at least in part, hinder brand 
development. Trademarks can also weaken brands, and even dis-
count promotions can damage brand value.

Before lunch, the election of the specialist group’s new board 
took place. With Ms Ute Klinkenberg retiring from the board as Sec-
retary on account of work commitments, the newly elected board 
now consists of the Chairman, Dr Ing. Thomas Herbrich and the 
Vice-Chairman, Ms Gisela Herzog.

After an excellent lunch, the participants were able to get to 
know the host company in a detailed tour of the site. The fully 
automated high-bay warehouse was particularly impressive. The 
current and planned investments show how the company success-
fully bridges the gap between tradition and innovation and posi-
tions itself for the digital age.

Finally, all participants were given a memento of their visit as a 
parting gift from delta pronatura.

At this point, we would like to thank delta pronatura, and in par-
ticular Mr Heiner Beckmann and Dr Alfred Kürzinger, for the oppor-
tunity to stage the event and for their outstanding organization. 
Nowadays, it cannot be taken for granted that a company would 
allow unknown visitors from the same industry to tour their facili-
ties, so we would like to acknowledge this gesture and express our 
gratitude.

Dr. Thomas Herbrich, Chairman, 
SEPAWA Specialist Group Small and Medium Enterprises
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7.11. German Association of Perfumers in SEPAWA (DGP)
Dr Wolfgang Groß, owner of Fit GmbH, concluded Thursday’s 

lecture session with the presentation “Mid-sized companies: David 
against Goliath, or the last Gallic village in Upper Lusatia.” After the 
turn-around in the former German Democratic Republic, Dr Groß 
looked for an entrepreneurial challenge in the East of Germany 
and eventually acquired the company Fit in Hirschfelde. The deter-
gent Fit is a well-known brand that retained its brand essence and 
continues to perform very well in the market. 

In addition to the specialist lectures, the conference also gave 
participants an opportunity for extensive networking. The evening 
event in Auerbach’s cellar was, as usual, stimulating and informa-
tive, spiced up by a dramatic presentation of the wall paintings in 
“Goethe’s cellar,” with motifs from Faust. 

Friday’s programme featured a visit to the company Bell Fla-
vors & Fragrances in Miltitz. The Managing Director, Mr Wolfgang 
Blume, and Dr Krause, formerly an analyst at Miltitz and Bell, wel-
comed the DGP group. 

Many of the participants in the conference were then able to 
experience for the first time the long history and important re-
search results associated with fragrance production in Miltitz. Mr 
Ronald Piech, Miltitz Aromatics GmbH, explained “How the entre-
preneurial Fritzsche family from Leipzig made SCHIMMEL & CO. 
one of the pioneers of the international fragrances and aromas in-
dustry.” From its beginnings in 1829 until the start of World War II, 
one of the world’s largest and most important fragrance compa-
nies grew, establishing production sites across Europe and in the 
United States. The creation of new fragrances and optimisation of 
synthesis processes, as well as significant improvements to the ex-
traction of essential oils, such as steam distillation, are the product 
of research by Schimmel & Co. 

Under the title “Perfume and Art,” Ms Justyna Dehne-Degenkolb, 
Senior Perfumer at Bell, gave us an excellent insight into the close 
connection between these two aspects of culture. 

We then had the special experience of viewing the treasures of 
the Schimmel Library. In addition to research results in the field 

DGP Spring Conference
On April 11th and 12th, 2019, the spring conference of the DGP took 
place in Leipzig, the “cradle of perfumery in Germany.” Six lectures 
and a visit to the Bell company offered the 75 participants a variety 
of information and impressions.

At the conference hotel, Radisson Blu on Augustusplatz in 
Leipzig, the DGP President, Edison Diaz, opened proceedings with 
extracts from texts and photos in the DGP archive in celebration of 
the society’s 40th anniversary this year.

In the first lecture, Dr Stefan Müller, Managing Director of Miltitz 
Aromatics, reviewed the exciting history of the Central German 
chemical industry – especially the production of fragrances in Mil-
titz and Bitterfeld. “Miltitz Aromatics – what connects Lagerfeld 
and Bitterfeld” – these are fragrances that are of particular impor-
tance to perfumery, such as special macrocycles that were, and 
still are, produced in the region.

Prof. Jessica Freiherr, University of Erlangen, used her lecture – 
“This smells good! – How are odours perceived and processed?” – 
to explain the latest findings on the physiological processes in the 
brain of the act of smelling. In MRI scans of the brain, the activation 
patterns of smelling are easy to localise, even if the subjects do not 
consciously perceive any scent impression. There are also clear 
differences between non-experts and perfumers in brain ac tivi ty 
when smelling: perfumers require significantly less “effort” and 
have a strong ability to imagine fragrances. 

The third lecture, by Professor Hans-Willi Schroiff of Mind Chainge 
Business Consulting, also addressed human perception, under the 
theme “The world is going digital, people remain analogue.” Prof. 
Schroiff offered a very descriptive and entertaining analysis of the 
basic motivational architecture of humans, with the poles of domi-
nance-balance-stimulus. While visual and acoustic information 
can be digitally processed, this is (as yet?) impossible for tactile 
and olfactory impressions. Thus, fragrance retains its pre-eminent 
role in sending shots as quickly as possible into people’s emotional 
brain, thereby powerfully influencing decisions. 

 Participants in the 2019 spring conference on the Augustusplatz in Leipzig
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of fragrance chemistry, many other works on natural substances 
and their extraction can be found here – a library that retains an 
outstanding position as a repository for the scientific foundations 
of our profession. 

The DGP would like to thank Mr Wolfgang Blume and his team 
at Bell, who allowed visitors to experience the rich history of fra-
grance chemistry in Central Germany by opening to them the 
Schimmel Library on their premises.
 
DGP Study Trip
From 7th–10th May 2019, the DGP conducted a study trip to Grasse. 
The trip was perfectly organised by Daniel Dillenséger with the as-
sistance of Guy Vogel – they deserve our special thanks!

Twenty-five DGP members had the opportunity to learn about 
the production of precious essential oils from the field right 
through to processing. We were able to visit the companies 
IFF / LMR and Robertet in Grasse, as well as Mane et Fils in Le Bar 
sur Loup. A visit to the Musée Internationale de Parfum (MIP; In-
ternational Perfume Museum) in Grasse and an exchange with 
PRODAROM, the French Association of the Fragrance Industry, 
provided a wealth of additional historical and economic infor- 
mation.

At the Domaine de Manon, owner Carole Biancala explained in 
her fields of roses, tuberoses and jasmines how to grow aromatic 
plants for high-quality perfume raw materials. Grasse cultivates 
Rosa centifolia, or Rose de Mai, which produces a lower yield than 
other varieties but compensates with a very complex fragrance. 
Given that the scent of the rose blossoms always changes over 
the course of a day and the harvest period, the “Communelle” is 
typical of Grasse – the rose oils obtained by hexane extraction are 
mixed to a uniform quality at the end of the harvest season.

The Musée Internationale de Parfum provided an excellent in-
sight into the history of perfumery since ancient times, with a fo-
cus on the importance of this industry for Grasse. There are 70 
companies in the perfume industry in Grasse, with a total of 5,000 
employees. UNESCO recognised perfumery in Grasse as a World 
Heritage Site in 2018.

An absolute highlight was the MIP’s garden, where our very 
dedicated and knowledgeable guide, Diane Saurat, shed light 
on the most diverse aromatic plants. Blooming irises, roses, jas-
mine, cistus and countless other aromatic plants were a feast for 
all the senses. Everyone is recommended to visit this magical  
garden!

The diversity of natural substances and their processing tech-
niques was the focus of the company visits.

At IFF/LMR, the group learned about the methods used to obtain 
precious and very high-quality natural fragrances. In particular, 
short-path distillation – a distillation under vacuum at low tem-
peratures – offers the possibility of isolating characteristic notes 
from natural substances. Christine Mortimer also presented new 
special qualities and the heritage of Monique Rémy.

At Robertet, where the harvest of the Domaine de Manon is pro-
cessed further, we were able to see, feel and smell a batch of rose 
blossoms that had been kept in reserve for us. The technique of 
solvent extraction was demonstrated to us, and we were given 
an overview of other techniques. The visitor programme also in-
cluded a tour of the production facilities in Grasse and an opportu-
nity to get to know different base materials.

The visit to Mane et Fils also provided a practical insight into 
the origins of fragrances – incense resin, elemi resin, rose blos-
soms and other natural products were smelt, and the facilities for 
extracting the essences were presented. The large scale of pro-
duction was certainly impressive. In an entertaining fragrance 
quiz, our host, Christian Eberhard, presented new fragrances from  
Mane.

Overall, this study trip provided an excellent insight into the won-
derful world of natural fragrances. For a detailed description of the 
trip, please visit the DGP website (www.dgp-die-parfumeure.de)

Dr. Anneliese Wilsch-Irrgang, Henkel AG & Co. KGaA; 
Dr. Edison Diaz, Symrise AG

 The study trip group in the MIP’s fragrance garden



22

8. Members
8.1. Corporate Members
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AB Enzymes GmbH | Darmstadt, Germany

Adler International GmbH | Hamburg-Harvestehude, Germany

AGATEX Feinchemie GMBH | Lambach/Edt, Austria

Akzo Nobel Chemicals GmbH | Sempach Station, Switzerland

Albaad Deutschland GmbH | Ochtrup, Germany

Americol | Zaandam, The Netherlands

AMSilk GmbH | Planegg, Germany

Aquaherbal GmbH | Berlin, Germany

AT-Chemie | Hard, Austria

Azelis Deutschland Kosmetik GmbH | Moers, Germany

Azelis Switzerland AG | Pfäffikon, Switzerland

BANNER CHEMICALS BENELUX NV | Niel, Belgium

BASF | Waterloo, Belgium

BASF Österreich GmbH | Wien, Austria

BASF Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Bell Flavors & Fragrances Duft und Aroma GmbH | Leipzig, Germany

BIOMONTAN GmbH | Enns, Austria

Biosid Deutschland GmbH | Berlin, Germany

BK Giulini GmbH | Ladenburg, Germany

Borer Chemie AG | Zuchwil, Switzerland

Brenntag Nederland BV | Loosdrecht, The Netherlands

Brenntag Schweizerhall AG | Basel, Switzerland

BTC Europe | Waterloo, Belgium

BTC Europe GmbH | Basel, Switzerland

BurnusHychem GmbH | Steinau an der Straße, Germany

Bussetti GmbH | Wien, Austria

BYK Netherlands | Denekamp, The Netherlands

BYK-Chemie GmbH | Wesel, Germany

C.H. Erbslöh GmbH | Hallein, Austria

C.H.Erbslöh Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Caldic Belgium | Hemiksem, Belgium

CFT BV | Vlaardingen, The Netherlands

Chemia Brugg AG | Brugg, Switzerland

Chemisches Laboratorium Dr. Kurt Richter GmbH | Berlin, Germany

Chemoform AG | Wendlingen, Germany

Christeyns | Gent, Belgium

Chromatech Europe | Honselersdijk, The Netherlands

CHT Austria GmbH | Meiningen, Austria

CHT Switzerland AG | Montlingen, Switzerland

Cid Lines | Ieper, Belgium

Cinquieme Sens Northern Europe | Nieuwegein, The Netherlands

CIS Pharma AG | Bubendorf, Switzerland

claro products GmbH | Mondsee, Austria

Coatex SAS | Genay Cedex, France

Connect Chemicals Benelux B.V. | Dordrecht, The Netherlands

Cosmotrade GmbH | Gröbenried, Germany

Cosun | Dinteloord, The Netherlands

CPL Aromas GmbH | Bielefeld, Germany

Croda GmbH | Nettetal, Germany

DAKO AG | Wiesentheid, Germany

Dalli-Werke GmbH & Co. KG | Stolberg, Germany

Dataphysics Instruments GmbH | Filderstadt, Germany

Delaval | Drongen, Belgium

Deuring GmbH & Co KG | Hörbranz, Austria

DKSH Schweiz AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Donauchem GmbH | Wien, Austria

Dr. Nüsken Chemie GmbH | Kamen, Germany

dreco Werke Wasch- und Körperpflegemittel GmbH  
Düsseldorf, Germany

drom fragrances GmbH & Co. KG | Baierbrunn, Germany

Duesberg medical GmbH | Dorsten, Germany

Düllberg Konzentra GmbH & Co. KG | Hamburg, Germany

Düring AG | Dällikon, Switzerland

Eco Point International BV | Halsteren, The Netherlands

ECSA CHEMICALS | Balerna, Switzerland

EHRLE GmbH | Illertissen, Germany

Elementis Services GmbH | Köln, Germany

Elkaderm GmbH | Haltern am See, Germany
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EME Engel B.V. Zaandam | Zaandam, The Netherlands

EOC Group | Oudenaarde, Belgium

Evonik Treibacher GmbH | Althofen, Austria

Ferchem SA | Lugano, Switzerland

FICHTNER FINE INGREDIENTS S.L. | Granada, Spain

FINK TEC GmbH | Hamm, Germany

Firmenich GmbH | Kerpen, Germany

Flevochemie | Harderwijk, The Netherlands

Fraunhofer Institut für Angewandte Polymer-
forschung IAP | Potsdam-Golm, Germany

Frey & Lau GmbH | Henstedt-Ulzburg, Germany

Frike Pharma AG | Mönchaltorf, Switzerland

FRIPOO Produkte AG | Grüningen, Switzerland

Georges Walther AG | Pfäffikon SZ, Switzerland

GETRA | Steyr, Austria

Givaudan Deutschland GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

GlaconChemie GmbH | Merseburg, Germany

Greentech GmbH | Starnberg, Germany

Gustav Grolman GmbH & Co. KG | Neuss, Germany

H. Reynaud & Fils (Deutschland) GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Häffner GmbH & Co.KG | Asperg, Germany

Hagleitner Hygiene International GmbH | Zell am See, Austria

HAKA Kunz GmbH | Waldenbuch, Germany

Halag Chemie AG | Aadorf, Switzerland

Handelmaatschappij | LK Weesp, The Netherlands

HDS Chemie Handels GesmbH | Wien, Austria

Henkel & Cie AG | Pratteln, Switzerland

Herbacin cosmetic GmbH | Wutha-Farnroda, Germany

Hollu Systemhygiene GmbH | Zirl, Austria

HOTTER GMBH | Polham, Austria

Hydrior AG | Wettingen, Switzerland

HYGline GmbH hygiene issues & management | Wien, Austria

IFF Fragrance GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

IMCD Switzerland AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Impag AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Inarco-Chemie GmbH | Zetzwil, Switzerland

Ineos | Rolle, Vaud, Switzerland

INTERCHIM Austria GmbH | Wörgl, Austria

Intergrated Chemicals Specialties | Nieuw-Vennep, The Netherlands

International Flavors & Fragrances I.F.F 
(Deutschland) GmbH | Oberhausen, Germany

JoCos GmbH | Regensburg, Germany

Johann Vögele KG | Lauffen a. Neckar, Germany

Jüstrich AG | Berneck, Switzerland
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Kaneka Europe Holding Company nv | Zaventem, Belgium

KAO Chemicals GmbH | Emmerich, Germany

Kemetyl | Soest, The Netherlands

Kemira Kemi AB | Gdansk, Poland

KHK GmbH | Köln-Rodenkirchen, Germany

Koch-Chemie GmbH | Unna, Germany

Kolb Distribution Ltd. | Hedingen, Switzerland

Kopetzky & Moritz OG | Zell am See, Austria

KWZ AG | Schlieren, Switzerland

Laboratoires ANIOS Service Comptabilite 
fournisseurs Anios | Lille-Hellemmes, France

Lactipar SA | Obernau, Switzerland

LANXESS Distribution GmbH | Leverkusen, Germany

LEHVOSS Schneider AG | Winterthur-Seuzach, Switzerland

LENZING Aktiengesellschaft | Lenzing, Austria

LEUNA-Tenside GmbH  
Surfactants & Intermediates | Leuna, Germany

Lonza | Breda, The Netherlands

Lucridis Distribution AG | Zürich, Switzerland

LUZI AG | Dietlikon, Switzerland

Matco | Waregem, Belgium

Merisa AG | Hergiswil, Switzerland

Merz & Consumer Care GmbH | Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Mibelle Group. Mifa AG | Frenkendorf, Switzerland

Mico AB | Ängelholm, Sweden

Miele & Cie. KG | Gütersloh, Germany

Mondial cosmetics | Alkmaar, The Netherlands

Mosselman | Ghlin, Belgium

Newellco | Hillegom, The Netherlands

Nölken Hygiene Products GmbH | Windhagen, Germany

Nordmann - Rassmann HandelsgmbH | Vösendorf, Austria

Omya (Schweiz) AG | Oftringen, Switzerland

OPW Ingredients GmbH | Niederkrüchten, Germany

Oqema AG | Birsfelden, Switzerland

OQEMA GmbH | Wien, Austria

Permcos GmbH | Stein, Switzerland

PERNAUER CHEMIE WERKE GMBH | Wels-Pernau, Austria

Pointner & Rothschädl GesmbH | Salzburg, Austria

POLYchem Handelsges.m.b.H | Markt Allhau, Austria

Polygon Chemie AG | Olten, Switzerland

PQ Silicas BV | Eijsden, The Netherlands

Prayon | Ruis Broek, Belgium

Prochem AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Procter & Gamble Service GmbH | Schwalbach, Germany

Quaris GmbH | Worms, Germany

RAHN AG | Zürich, Switzerland

RALA Lampert GesmbH | Schlins, Austria

Ravago Chemicals | Hoofddorp, The Netherlands

Reckitt Benckiser Global R&D GmbH | Heidelberg, Germany

REDEEREI & HANDELSAGENTUR GmbH | Wien, Austria

Renosan Chemie & Technik GmbH | München, Germany

RINGANA GmbH | Hartberg, Austria

Riwax-Chemie AG | Zollikofen, Switzerland

Roquette GmbH GBU Industry | Frankfurt, Germany

Royage haute parfumerie | Beckingen, Germany

Safic-Alcan Deutschland GmbH | Bad Kreuznach, Germany

Salinen Austria GmbH | Ebensee, Austria

Sasol Germany GmbH | Marl, Germany

Savonnerie Vandeputte | Mouscroun, Belgium

SCANTEX AG | Kusnacht-Zürich, Switzerland

Schärer & Schläpfer AG | Rothrist, Switzerland

Schülke & Mayr AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Sebapharma GmbH & Co. KG | Boppard, Germany

Seeger Wasch- und Reinigungsmittel GmbH | Balingen, Germany

Seitz GmbH | Kriftel am Taunus, Germany

Seppic GmbH | Köln, Germany

Servophil AG | Hünenberg, Switzerland

SGS INSTITUT FRESENIUS GmbH | Taunusstein, Germany

Silkem Vertriebs AG | Baar, Switzerland

Simon und Werner GmbH | Flörsheim am Main, Germany

Sopura | Seneffe, Belgium

Stockmeier Chemie GmbH & Co. KG | Bielefeld, Germany

Swissatest Testmaterialien AG | St.Gallen, Switzerland

TEMMENTEC AG | Sumiswald, Switzerland

Ter Hell & Co. GmbH | Flörsheim, Germany

Tevan | Gornichem, The Netherlands

THONHAUSER GmbH | Gießhübel, Austria

THOR GmbH | Speyer, Germany

UNEX | Wien, Austria

Univar AG | Zürich, Switzerland

Univar Europe | Brussel, Belgium

Univar GmbH | Essen, Germany

vanBaerle Hygiene AG | Münchenstein, Switzerland

Verband TEGEWA e.V. | Frankfurt, Germany

Vipack | Landgraaf, The Netherlands

Weber & Leucht GmbH | Fulda, Germany

WeylChem Performance Products c/o ICIG Business 
Services GmbH & Co. KG | Wuppertal, Germany

Wheatoleo | Pomacle, France

WIGOL W. Stache GmbH | Worms, Germany

Wirtschaftskammer NÖ,  
LI der Chemischen Gewerbe | St. Pölten, Austria

Z & S Handel AG | Kloten, Switzerland

ZEP Benelux | Bergen op Zoom, The Netherlands

Zschimmer & Schwarz GmbH & Co KG Chemische 
Fabriken | Lahnstein, Germany
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8.2. Sustaining Members

8.3. Become a Member!
Through your affiliation, you get the chance to actively shape the 
future of the detergents/cleansers, cosmetics and perfumery in-
dustry. SEPAWA e.V. offers individuals as well as SMEs and big co-
operations the chance to get on board with one of the following 
membership options:

Personal
€ 30 / Year

Corporate
€ 250 / Year

Sustaining Membership
€ 2,500 / Year

You need further information before deciding for a membership?
Contact us!

We are happy to help you! 

Madeline Dettenrieder
Mail: madeline.dettenrieder@sofw.com
Tel: +49 8281 79940-28

1.680
Members

4
Foreign Sections

7
Specialist

Groups

232
Corporate &

Sustaining Members

SEPAWA e.V. in Numbers
(incl. country sections)
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BASF SE | Ludwigshafen, Germany

Biesterfeld Spezialchemie GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Brenntag Holding GmbH | Essen, Germany

BTC Europe GmbH | Berlin, Germany

BYK-Chemie GmbH | Wesel, Germany

CHT Germany GmbH | Tübingen, Germany

Clariant International Ltd | Muttenz, Switzerland

Covestro Deutschland AG | Leverkusen, Germany

Dow Silicones Belgium SPRL | Seneffe, Belgium

Emerald Kalama Chemical | Geleen, The Netherlands

Evonik Nutrition & Care GmbH | Marl, Germany

Genencor International BV | Leiden, The Netherlands

Harke Chemicals GmbH | Mülheim a.d. Ruhr, Germany

IMCD Deutschland GmbH | Köln, Germany

IMPAG Import GmbH | Offenbach, Germany

Innospec Ltd. | Cheshire, UK

KLK OLEO | Hedingen, Switzerland

Lonza Sales Ltd. | Basel, Switzerland

Nordmann Rassmann GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Nouryon Akzo Nobel Surface Chemistry AB  
Stenungsund, Sweden

Novozymes A/S | Bagsvaerd, Denmark

Provital S.A.U. | Barberà del Vallès, Barcelona, Spain

Safic-Alcan Deutschland GmbH | Bad Kreuznach, Germany

Sasol Germany GmbH | Hamburg, Germany

Schill + Seilacher GmbH | Böblingen, Germany

Schülke & Mayr GmbH | Norderstedt, Germany

SLI Chemicals GmbH | Frankfurt am Main, Germany

SOFW – Verlag für chemische Industrie,  
H. Ziolkowsky GmbH | Thannhausen, Germany

Solvay | Aubervilliers, France

THWATER – Shandong Taihe Water Treatment 
Technologies Co., Ltd. | Zaozhuang City, China

Unger Fabrikker A.S | Fredrikstad, The Netherlands

Worlée-Chemie | Hamburg, Germany
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save the date
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Event Date Location Topics

Specialist Group (SG) Professional 
Cleaning and Care (PRP) 

19 – 20 March 2020 Konstanz, Germany Microplastic

German Association of Perfumers 
in the SEPAWA (DGP)

23 – 24 April 2020 Barcelona, Spain Digitalization / AI

SG Legislative – Environment 
– Consumer (LUV)

05 May 2020 Frankfurt am Main, Germany Regulatory Initiatives

SG Cosmetic Applications 
and Technologies (CAT)

06 – 07 May 2020 Mainz, Germany Faith vs. Science

Section Benelux 26 May 2020 Corsendonk Oud Turnhout, Belgium TBA

SG Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MI)

27 – 28 May 2020 Lahnstein (Zschimmer & Schwarz), 
Germany

Detergent Raw Materials

Section Austria 24 – 25 June 2020 Mattsee, Austria Sustainability 

Section Switzerland 11 September 2020 Rothrist, Schwitzerland Sustainability 

SEPAWA Congress 28 – 30 October 2020 Berlin, Germany Home Care, Personal Care, 
Flavor & Fragrance, Sustainability

SG Raw Materials and Processes 
(R&P) / SG Innovative Cleaning (IR)

18 – 19 November 2020 Potsdam-Gollm (Fraunhofer IAP),  
Germany

Biopolymers 

Section Benelux 24 November 2020 Corsendonk Oud Turnhout, Belgium TBA

9. Event Calendar 2020

Stay Connected
Join us on Social Media

#sepawa  #sepawaev
#sepawacongress
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We would like to thank all our Sustaining Members for supporting the goals of SEPAWA e.V.
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